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City to host meeting on 
north bank of Umatilla 

PENDLETON — A 2017 land use bat-
tle has evolved into a full-fl edged project 
tasked with improving the north bank of 
the Umatilla River.

According to a press release, the North 
Bank of the Umatilla Advisory Commit-
tee is holding a community meeting on 
Jan. 22 to show the public what members 
have been working on and solicit residents’ 
thoughts on a potential plan for the area.

When the Pendleton City Council con-
sidered putting some land it owned south of 
Northwest Seventh Street up for sale with 
the thought that someone could develop 
it, a group of nearby residents organized 
to oppose the move over concerns that it 
would disrupt their view and wildlife.

The council held off on putting the land 
on the market and formed the committee to 
study the best use of the land.

While the south bank of the Umatilla 
includes a levee and the Pendleton River 
Parkway, the press release listed some of 
the issues with the relatively undeveloped 
north bank.

A rise in homelessness has led to more 
illicit camping along the north bank of the 
river. The camping, combined with an out-
growth of noxious weeds, has led to an 
increase in fi re hazards.

“There is also a lack of safe public access 
on the North Bank, leading residents to 
make dangerous hikes to get to the river. 
Some landowners have expressed concern 
about trespassers using their properties to 
access the river,” the press release states.

“The area is littered with trash and 
debris that is both unsightly and has the 
potential to pollute the river when sub-
stances are carelessly discarded.”

There is also continued debate over the 
use of goats to graze on the land. While 
some think it’s a good way to decrease the 
fi re hazard by removing weeds and brush, 
others say they also remove native plants 
and threaten wildlife habitat.

The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. in 
the Foundation Room at the Pendleton 
Recreation Center. For more information, 
visit the Pendleton Parks and Recreation 
Department’s Facebook page.

Hermiston breaks 86-year-
old temperature record

UMATILLA COUNTY — Both Herm-
iston and Pendleton recorded their warmest 
days on record last week.

The records were broken on Friday. 
According to Ann Adams, assistant fore-
caster at the National Weather Service 
offi ce in Pendleton, the Pendleton airport 

recorded a high temperature of 63 degrees 
that day. The previous high temperature 
was 61 degrees, recorded in 2018.

At the Hermiston airport, the tempera-
ture rose to 66 degrees, breaking a record 
held since 1933. The previous high was 63.

The balmy temperatures don’t neces-
sary herald a green Christmas. There is a 
slight chance of snow on Christmas Day.

Wallowa County man 
arrested for sexual assault

PENDLETON — A Wallowa County 
man was arrested and booked into the Uma-
tilla County Jail on two felony charges of 
sexual assault.

The Wallowa County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
arrested Benjamin Grey Gibson, 30, Sunday 
on 13 total charges, including one count of 
fi rst-degree unlawful sexual penetration and 
another of second-degree sexual abuse (sex-
ual assault with an object).

Both are felonies, and fi rst-degree unlaw-
ful sexual penetration is a Measure 11 crime 
in Oregon, mandating a minimum sentence 
of more than eight years if found guilty.

Gibson was also charged with 11 misde-
meanors, including one count of third-de-
gree sexual abuse and two counts each of 
fourth-degree assault domestic violence and 
menacing domestic violence.

Gibson remains lodged in the Umatilla 
County Jail with a bail set at $50,000.

Hermiston City Hall to stay 
closed through end of January

HERMISTON — Hermiston City Hall 
will be closed longer than anticipated after 
a Dec. 17 furnace fi re that left the North-
east Second Street building with smoke 
damage throughout the building and fi re 
damage to the HVAC system.

The city originally said the build-
ing would reopen Jan. 6, but on Monday 
announced it would be closed through the 
end of January.

“As we have had the ability to do a more 
extensive look in to the damage, it has 
become clear that the cleanup and repairs 
will not be as simple as originally planned,” 
Mark Morgan, assistant city manager, said 
in a statement. “We’re dealing with how to 
retro-fi t repairs to building-wide systems in 
a concrete structure that was built over 50 
years ago.”

Until cleanup is complete, staff will be 
housed in the Hermiston Building Depart-
ment, 215 E. Gladys Ave., across the street 
from the city hall building. Phone calls will 
be rerouted to employees’ new locations. 
Utility bills can be paid online.

— EO Media Group

BRIEFLYHoliday cheer

Above: The Identities (Aaron 

Henshaw on bass, Ron King 

on drums and Cody Roder-

ick on lead guitar) entertain 

at the Sunday’s Great Pacif-

ic Christmas Extravaganza. 

The all-day holiday bash at 

the Pendleton eatery at-

tracted a standing-room-on-

ly crowd. Left: Santa high-

fi ves with a young ice skater 

during the Skating with San-

ta event on Saturday at the 

Roy Raley Park ice rink in 

Pendleton.
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LA GRANDE — East-
ern Oregon University 
received a slew of national 
and regional recognitions in 
2019, including a No. 1 spot 
for its online Fire Services 
Administration program.

The College of Busi-
ness also earned distinc-
tions for its online econom-
ics degree (No. 9 nationally), 
online business adminis-
tration degree (No. 12), and 
its no-application-fee online 
Master of Business Admin-
istration program (No. 16). 
Now under new leadership 
from Dean Edward Hen-
ninger, the entire college 
was named a College of 
Distinction.

“Our online College of 
Business programs con-
tinue to receive very favor-
able evaluations and 
national rankings by inde-
pendent online publication 
sites dedicated to helping 
students and their families 
fi nd the right higher edu-
cation option,” Henninger 
said. “The rankings confi rm 
our commitment to provid-
ing affordable, high-quality 
and responsive degree pro-
grams to serve the diverse 
academic and career needs 
of students. We are proud of 
such recognitions and each 
serves to heighten our ded-
ication to academic quality, 
student access and career 
readiness.”

Overall, EOU was ranked 
No. 9 for online bachelor’s 
degrees in Oregon, and No. 
10 for accredited online col-
leges. The university jumped 
to No. 77 in the U.S. News 
and World Report’s ranking 
of universities in the West 
and came in at No. 37 among 
public schools in the region.

“Rankings like this 
let prospective students 
know that EOU is provid-
ing high-quality, transfor-
mational education in the 
West,” said Matt Seimears, 
Dean of the College of 
Education.

Prioritizing access to 
education, Oregon’s Rural 
University was also ranked 
No. 4 for affordable online 
colleges and No. 5 among 
those in the Pacifi c North-
west. Plus, EOU earned a 
Bronze recognition for being 
Military Friendly.

Specifi c programs also 
stood out in the rankings. 
The newly revived MFA in 
Creative Writing was named 

No. 4 among online master’s 
degrees in creative writing. 
Health and Human Perfor-
mance also saw stand-out 
reviews for its exercise sci-
ence program (No. 4) and 
online public health pro-
gram (No. 11).

The College of Educa-
tion also earned top hon-
ors for its online master’s 
degree program (No. 20), 
and online early childhood 
education program (No. 25). 
It’s also under new leader-
ship from Dean Seimears 
and was named a College of 
Distinction.

“When students come 
into a program and begin 
to see what their future 
can look like, that is price-
less,” Seimears said. “It’s an 
important choice, and this 
ranking shows that EOU is 
a very good choice. We’re 
offering high-quality aca-
demics, dynamic facul-
ty-student relationships, and 
our students are learning 
from experts in the fi eld.”

EOU ranks top in business 
and education degrees
La Grande 
university 
earns college of 
distinction honor
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“It’s not just what I do, 
             it’s who I choose to be.”

When I began my rural medicine rotations while 

in school, I knew instantly that I had to practice 

in a rural community. I look forward to building 

relationships here in Morrow County and doing 

all that I can to help meet the healthcare needs 

of the community. 

A Healthier Morrow County is Within Me.

Where healthier is happening...
Boardman | Heppner |  Ione | Irrigon | Lexington 541-676-9133

Read About How We are Working 

Together to be a Healthier Community 

Today and

HealthyMC.org

Passionate, Energetic, Attentive, Focused 

Jon Watson, PA-C
Physician Assistant

Since 2019

Starts Wedneday December 26th 9 a.m.
Store closed 12/23 – 12/25 to prepare for sale

Saagers Shoe Shop

WINTER CLEARANCE SALE

Mon - Sat: 9 AM - 6 PM  Sun: 12 PM - 4 PM
613 N. Main St., Milton-Freewater, OR

www.saagershoeshop.com • 541-938-5162

50%-70%

Women’s apparel!
off

SAVE 50%
&
Up
To

Men/Women’s 
Shoes!

off

Boots, flats, casuals, booties, clogs, 
athletic, trail shoes and boots,

 dress shoes, performance comfort, 
hiking boots and more!

Huge selection of the finest 
comfort brands and top 

rated performance footwear.

Solar Shades, Screens, 

Retractable Awnings & More!
“Enhancing the Art of Outdoor Living”

NW
Shade Co LLC

www.nwshadeco.com
102 E Columbia Dr. Kennewick 99336
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