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Once rivals, Seahawks, Panthers head in different directions

By STEVE REED
Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. —
Not too long ago the Car-
olina Panthers viewed the
Seattle Seahawks as their
biggest rivals in the NFC.

Now the franchises are
headed in vastly different
directions.

While the Seahawks
have posted eight straight
winning seasons under
coach Pete Carroll, the Pan-
thers have been inconsis-
tent. Coach Ron Rivera was
fired last week.

On Sunday, the Sea-
hawks (10-3) will try to
clinch a playoff berth for
the seventh time in eight
seasons when they visit the
Panthers. They need a vic-
tory over Carolina and a
loss by the Packers, Rams
or Vikings to secure a spot
in the postseason.

The Panthers (5-8) have
been relegated to the role of
spoiler. They have dropped
five in a row and will miss
the playoffs for the third
time in four seasons.

Rivera had talked for
years about the mental hur-
dle of “getting over the
hump” and beating the Sea-
hawks, who dominated Car-
olina earlier in the decade

with four straight wins. That
message resonated loudest
after the Seahawks beat the
Panthers in the NFC divi-
sional playoffs in 2014.

The Panthers ultimately
would get over the hump,
beating Seattle in the 2015
regular season and then
again in the divisional play-
offs en route to the Super
Bowl.

But while the Seahawks

have remained a steady con-
tender for the NFC title, the
Panthers have fallen on hard
times. They have failed to
win a playoff game the past
four seasons in part because
of injuries to Cam Newton.

Panthers interim coach
Perry Fewell said he
believes the difference, in
part, is the Seahawks have
been able to maintain con-
sistency at the quarterback
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Seattle’s Russell Wilson’s MVP case has taken a hit in the past few weeks. After a sterling first
nine games of the season, the past four have been more pedestrian.

position with a healthy Rus-
sell Wilson.

“Their stability at the
quarterback, he’s been
healthy for the most part,”
Fewell said. “Obviously
his leadership permeates
throughout the team.”

Fewell said Wilson is
playing at a “MVP level.”

“Watching him on tape,
you’re saying, ‘I hope he has
a bad day,” Fewell said.

1-2 punch

Seattle had a pretty good
set of complementary run-
ning backs with Chris Car-
son as the primary option
and Rashaad Penny as the
change of pace. But Penny
suffered an ACL injury on
his first offensive touch last
Sunday against the Rams.

While Carson likely
will see even more action
going forward, there will
be increased focus on C.J.
Prosise and whether he can
fill Penny’s role. Prosise has
shown flashes during his
four seasons, but his career
has been defined more by
nagging injuries and being
inactive on game days. Pro-
sise has played in just 23 of
a possible 61 regular-season
games in his four seasons.

“C.J. has always done
well when you give him a
chance,” Carroll said. “Now,
he’ll know he’s in the game
plan and all of that. I'm hop-
ing he’ll contribute in a big
way.”

Better Russ

Wilson’s MVP case has
taken a hit in the past few
weeks. After a sterling first
nine games of the season,
the past four have been more
pedestrian.

After posting a 118.2

passer rating through the
first nine games, Wilson
is at just 82.7 over the past
four. He has four touchdown
passes and four interceptions
during the stretch. While
Wilson has been hampered
by some drops and errors in
pass protection, he also has
held onto the ball too long
at times. Clearly, the Sea-
hawks would like Wilson to
find that early season form.

“He could do a little bit
better and we need to help
him. We need to contrib-
ute,” Carroll said.

Under pressure

Seattle’s pass rush barely
sniffed Rams quarterback
Jared Goff last week. The
Seahawks had zero sacks
and just four QB hits in the
loss. Seattle thought it had
corrected some of the pass
rush issues from earlier in
the season, but the perfor-
mance against the Rams
was a step back.

Seattle could get some
help if defensive end Ziggy
Ansah  and  linebacker
Mychal Kendricks are able
to play. Ansah missed last
week with a shoulder injury.
Kendricks is an excel-
lent blitzer off the edge but
missed last week with a
hamstring injury.

Plenty of quarterbacks with a pedigree should be available in 2020

By ROB MAADDI
AP Pro Football Writer

PHILADELPHIA  —
Several quarterbacks with
impressive resumes could
be looking for new teams
in 2020 after disappointing
performances this season.

The list of QBs who
could be available includes
guys with MVP trophies on
their mantels, former No.
1 draft picks and longtime
starters.

Eli Manning is the most
accomplished of the group.
The two-time Super Bowl
MVP already has some Hall
of Fame credentials. Philip
Rivers also has built a case
to have his bust enshrined in
Canton.

Cam Newton was the
2015 NFL MVP. Nick Foles

and Joe Flacco were Super
Bowl MVPs.

Jameis Winston and Mar-
cus Mariota were selected
Nos. 1-2 in the 2015 draft.

Andy Dalton is a three-
time Pro Bowl pick with 130
career starts.

Ryan Fitzpatrick has
started 136 games in his
15-year career. Case Kee-
num led Minnesota to the
NFC championship game
two years ago.

Tom Brady, Drew Brees,
Dak Prescott and Ryan Tan-
nehill are potential free
agents, but it’s unlikely
they’re going anywhere.
Teddy Bridgewater went 5-0
filling in for Brees this sea-
son, so he vastly improved
his value on the open
market.

Here’s a look at some of
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the players:
Manning: The Giants
benched their franchise

icon in Week 3 to start first-
round pick Daniel Jones,
who has been inconsistent
— hey, he is a rookie after
all. Manning returned to
the starting lineup last week
because Jones has an ankle
injury. He played well in
the first half, throwing two
touchdown passes in a 23-17
overtime loss at Philadel-
phia. Manning turns 39 next
month and is in the final
year of his contract. He may
have to settle for a backup
role to prolong his career.
Rivers: Like Manning,
he’ll be a free agent after the
season after spending his
entire career with one team,
the Chargers. Indeed, they
basically were traded for

ketpl

each other at the 2004 draft.

Unlike Manning, Riv-
ers hasn’t lost his starting
job and Los Angeles hasn’t
drafted his successor. Riv-
ers, who turned 38 last
week, has 20 TD passes and
15 interceptions. His passer
rating is down to 90.7 while
his picks have gone up. He
could end up staying to
groom his replacement and
play in the team’s new sta-
dium for a season.

Newton: He’s owed $18.6
million in 2020 but hasn’t
played since Week 2 because
of a foot injury that required
surgery this week. Newton
has been Carolina’s starter
since 2011 and is 68—55—1 in
his career. His future with
the Panthers depends on his
health and the preference of
the new owner and the new

coach the team has to hire
to replace Ron Rivera. Kyle
Allen hasn’t taken advan-
tage of his opportunity to fill
in for Newton. He’s lost five
straight games after starting
off 5-1. Allen has 16 TDs,
12 picks and a 82.9 passer
rating.

Foles: The Jaguars gave
Foles a four-year, $88 mil-
lion contract in free agency
that included $50.125 mil-
lion guaranteed. But the
2018 Super Bowl MVP with
the Eagles broke his collar-
bone in Week 1. He strug-
gled in three games after
returning and was benched
for rookie Gardner Min-
shew last week.

Flacco: The 2013 Super
Bowl MVP with Baltimore
was only 2-6 in his first sea-
son in Denver before a her-

niated disk ended his sea-
son. Second-round draftee
Drew Lock is making his
case to be the man for the
Broncos. Flacco turns 35
next month and should end
up on the open market. Cut-
ting Flacco will free up
$10.05 million in cap space.

Winston: Tampa Bay has
a tough decision to make on
Winston, who becomes a
free agent after the season.
Winston has thrown for over
4,000 yards this season for
the third time in five years,
but he also has a career-
high 23 interceptions. He’s
only had one winning sea-
son and the Buccaneers
need to win the final three
games to match that 9-7
record from 2016. Winston
is playing in his first season
under coach Bruce Arians,
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

PLEASE CHECK YOUR
AD ON THE FIRST DAY
OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make
any necessary corrections,
we can not be responsible
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you!
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East Oregonian
2:30PM the day prior to
publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com

110 Announcements
DON'T MISS THIS
- e e

Win $3.000 in cash!

Enter to win.
Take our survey at
www.pulsepoll.com
and tell us about your
household shopping plans
and media usage. Your input
will help us improve the
paper and get the advertising
specials you want.
Thank you!

|

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Tow-
ing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of.

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR
BREAST CANCER! Help United
Breast Foundation education,
prevention, & support programs.
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUC-
TION. 1-855-385-2819. (PNDC)

184 Personals

Use an attention getter,
color, or border to make your
ad stand out!

Contact Rowan or Chloe at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com
1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad!

201 Antique/

What a find!

Just in time for Christmas
1962 IH Scout, clean title,
5,500.00
541-377-0332

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470
Selling or Buying a property?
If you are thinking of selling or
buying a home, call for a free
consultation. Day’s or eve-
nings, 7 days a week.
Rocky Mikesell

Rliia laane Raaltv

How Much is your Home Worth?
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor,
for a free Market Analysis.
541.377.9470. More Listings
needed to meet current buyer
demand!
John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470

RMLS#18381851

Pendleton Property 3 br 2 bath
manufactured home on a big
lot with small 2 b/r 1bath rental
house on same lot. Priced to sell
at $145,000. Call Cathy for more
info. (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931

$85,000

1976 double wide mobile home,
3bed, 2baths, updated kitchen
cabinets, new built-in oven, new-
er HVAC system. Being sold “As
Is”. Kevin 541-969-8243 cell.
#19077351

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

Call 541 377 6855 today to tour
a lovely 3 bed 2 bath home
on the North Hill.#19641273

Amazing views, Double lot with
room to double your square
footage as you complete the

basement. This shiny home is
move in ready . $189 900
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

501 Open Houses

4 Bed 2 Bath with 2 large living
areas, fenced yard. Move in
ready with fresh paint and new
carpet. Your new home is wait-
ing for you and its time for the
move - Call Kerry 541 377 6855
to tour today # 19644354...
$160 000
TURN HERE REALTY &
TRAVEL
305 SW Court Ave Pendleton

$285,000 - 4 Bedroom 3
Bath Tri Level. Very nice
throughout. Large fenced yard.
Updated kitchen. Large deck
and nice city view. Close to
shopping. MLS# 19655891
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

$119,000 — 2 Bedroom 1 Bath
Log Cabin near Tollgate. Ap-
proximately 2 acres. 100 yards
from Snowmobile trail entrance.
Cash only, will not finance.
MLS# 19024843

Rocky Mikesell

Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)

$255,000 — 2018 Fleetwood
MFG Home on 2.51 Acres. 4
Bed 2 Bath. Open floor plan
with Beautiful Kitchen. Four
corrals with Lots of room for
Livestock. MLS# 19510220
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
“Our office is wherever you
are”
(541-379-8690)
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501 Open Houses

504 Homes for Sale

$275,000
Spacious triple-wide manufac-

tured home. 2300sf(m/l) plus
basement to finish. Exceptional
floor plan w/open island kitchen.
View to river and sunsets. Over-
sized garage. Vicki 541-969-
9441cell. #19266157

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

$595,000

Prime residential develop-
ment land w/sweeping views
of the Blue Mountains. Multiple
access points. Property con-
tains six tax lots totaling 55.95
acres(m/l). Jef 541-969-9539
cell. #19264696

Coldwell Banker Whitney &
Associates
541-276-0021

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate advertising
in this paper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national or-
igin, or an intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. Famil-
ial status includes children
under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women, and people
securing custody of children
under 18.

This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate which
is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed




