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After 117 years, family finds great-grandfather’s baseball card

By KYLE SPURR
EO Media Group

BEND — A search that
lasted 117 years ended last
month when a Bend fam-
ily found an extremely
rare baseball card of their
great-grandfather, who
played Major League Base-
ball at the turn of the
century.

Over four generations,
the Douglass family looked
for the 1903 card of Wil-
liam “Klondike” Douglass,
a catcher for the Philadel-
phia Phillies. The card fea-
tures a portrait of Douglass
with his arms crossed while
wearing his white Phillies
uniform.

It is a clear, vintage photo
that connected family mem-
bers to their past.

“It was a very emotional
feeling getting that card
in my hand,” said Doug-
lass’ great-grandson, Don-
nie Emerson, of Bend. “It
didn’t leave my side for sev-
eral days.”

Emerson, 43, the boys
soccer coach at Mountain
View High School, grew up
looking for the card.

He visited memorabilia
shops and wrote letters to
collectors. He discovered
there were only about 100 to
200 copies of the card origi-
nally produced and only six
are known to still exist.

The card is part of a larger
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Bend resident Donnie Emerson holds a rare 1903 baseball card of William “Klondike” Doug-
lass that he has been searching for for more than 30 years. Emerson purchased the card last

month from a man in Glide.

collection of cards made by
the Breisch-Williams candy
and tobacco company. Each
card is valued between $800
and $30,000, depending on
the player and the condition
of the card.

The search felt impos-
sible at times, Emerson
said. But to his surprise
last month, one of the cards
was posted on eBay from
a private seller in Glide, in
Douglas County. The seller
was willing to part with
the card for $500, a bargain

considering the sentimental
value.

Klondike Douglass knew
he was featured in a base-
ball card, but was never able
to see it, Emerson said.

Klondike’s four sons,
including Emerson’s grand-
father, Robert Douglass,
also tried finding it but
never could. No one in the
family even saw a picture of
the card until an image sur-
faced on the internet about
10 years ago, Emerson said.

“For 117 years we have

been tracking this down,”
Emerson said. “Without the
internet, it would have never
happened.”

Emerson is amazed any
of the cards lasted this long.

“They handed those out
at baseball games with car-
amels or tobacco,” Emer-
son said. “For a kid or even
an adult to be able to put it
in their pocket, save it and
have it last for 100 years is
just insane.”

Emerson  began  his
search at age 10, when he

started to get an interest in
sports and collecting cards.
A few years ago, Emer-
son was outbid at an auc-
tion when someone bought
one of the remaining Klon-
dike cards for $4,500. The
buyer was trying to com-
plete the collection, which
would be worth hundreds
of thousands of dollars but
nearly an impossible task.
The only complete collec-
tion of the Breisch-Williams
cards is kept in the National
Baseball Hall of Fame and
Museum in Cooperstown,
New York.

Those who have part
of the collection are often
unwilling to sell their Klon-
dike card, Emerson said.

Emerson is grateful to
the seller in Glide and wants
to find out how the man
came to own the card. He
wants to let him know how
important it is to his family.

“I always wanted to find
it when my grandfather
was alive,” Emerson said.
“I always felt like it was
important that our family
had one.”

Emerson’s uncle, Mike
Douglass, of McMinnville,
helped with the search over
the years. Douglass said
the family was able to find
old photos of Klondike, but
never the card. He credits
Emerson for never giving
up.
“Donnie was the one that

knew how to search bet-
ter than anyone,” Douglass
said. “If anyone was going
to find it, it was going to be
him.”

Douglass said the card
ties a piece of the family
history together. He remem-
bers growing up and hearing
stories about Klondike, who
played first base and catcher
for the St. Louis Browns
and the Philadelphia Phil-
lies from 1896 to 1904.

Klondike eventually
retired and moved his fam-
ily from their home in Mis-
souri to Bend in the late
1920s. He raised a family
on Columbia Street until his
death in 1953 at 81.

His professional baseball
days were not glamorous,
Douglass said.

They were not paid nearly
as much as today. And if an
umpire was unable to travel
to a game, Klondike and
other players would have to
do the job for a game.

“They played because
they loved the game,” Dou-
glass said.

Douglass never had a
chance to meet his grand-
father, Klondike. But see-
ing old photos, especially
the baseball card, gives him
a good idea of who he was.

“That is part of finding
the baseball card,” Doug-
lass said. “You get to know
him in a way you didn’t get
to before.”
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College Place says ‘no’ to hemp, for now

By CHLOE LEVALLEY
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

COLLEGE PLACE,
Wash. — Due to numerous
complaints of hemp odors,
city leaders in College Place
voted unanimously Tuesday
night to put a one-year mor-
atorium on the production
of the plant.

A public hearing is
scheduled for Jan. 28, 2020,
to discuss the issue.

Constant complaints
about the odor of a hemp
farm in city limits over the
summer drove the city to
take action, according to
documents.

“The police department
responded to a number
of calls; there were thefts
at the site. And so it was
quite a burden on the city,”
said Jon Rickard, College
Place’s community devel-
opment director.

City Administrator Mike
Rizzitiello, Mayor Norma
Hernandez and Council-
man Jerry Bobbit said they
received complaints about
the odor and requests from
the community that the city
address what they saw as a
problem.

Mathew Hardy grew

industrial hemp at 221 N.E.
Larch Ave. to sell to a pro-
cessor that refined it into
CBD oil for medicinal use.

Industrial hemp is grown
for its fiber and seed oil
and contains practically
no THC, the psychoactive
component of marijuana.
This is why hemp is reg-
ulated by the Washington
state Department of Agri-
culture, according to previ-
ous Walla Walla Union-Bul-
letin reporting.

Currently, no one is
growing industrial hemp
in the city, Rizzitiello said,
since the one grower has
left. But staff would still
like to have a game plan if
this issue were to come up
in the future, he said.

The Washington state
Legislature authorized the
growing of industrial hemp
as a pilot program in 2014.

Congress passed a Farm
Bill in 2018 that included
regulating hemp as part of
the agriculture industry and
no longer classified hemp as
a federal Schedule 1 drug,
according to documents.

“Theoretically a busi-
ness could find a location
and meet all of the state’s
requirements and be issued

a license by the state, and
then we would have to go
after them to enforce our
zoning code,” Rickard said.

Under Washington state
law there are provisions to
protect the health, safety
and welfare of communi-
ties and to allow councils to
enact emergency moratori-
ums in instances like this,
Rickard said.

The city council is not
going to allow any hemp
operations for now. They put
a moratorium on marijuana
operations six years ago and
later decided to ban produc-
tion or sale of marijuana in
their city, according to pre-
vious U-B reporting.

City staff must put
together a work plan within
12 months that entails hav-
ing the planning commis-
sion and staff study regula-
tions and any pending new
laws, Rickard said.

The plan also requires the
city to hold public meetings
on the ideas and thoughts of
what they should do, how
they should handle hemp
growing in the community
and whether that is some-
thing they want to allow in
their zoning code, Rickard
said.

Salem OKs warming shelters

for the homeless

SALEM — The Salem City Council
has agreed to spend up to $213,000 to open
140 warming shelter beds at two local

churches.

Warming shelter openings currently are
driven by freezing temperatures. But under
a proposed deal between the city, nonprofit
and church representatives, the two shel-
ters would remain open every night from

Jan. 1 to March 31, 2020.

Representatives from the two locations,
Church at the Park and Salem First Pres-
byterian Church, still need to OK the deal.

Salem First Presbyterian Church’s Pas-
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ous” and the deadline “ridiculous.”

Burnett told the Statesman-Journal that
to his knowledge, his church was not con-

sulted on the proposal ahead of time. Bur-
nett said it felt as though it was pushed
onto the church.

Given the Christmas season, he said

tor Del Burnett called the idea “marvel-

he didn’t see how the church could get the
fixed warming shelters up and running
even if they agree, though it’s something
they’re willing to explore.

Jimmy Jones, executive director of the
Community Action Agency,
edged in an interview his group’s commu-
nications could have been better. But he
said when the budgets were drafted, coun-
cilors weren’t expected to act immediately.

acknowl-
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