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PENDLETON — The 
Pendleton City Council con-
sidered several novel ideas 
to raise more money for 
street maintenance, includ-
ing a restaurant sales tax, an 
income tax, and a payroll tax.

But when it came time 
to make a decision Tuesday, 
the council stuck with using 
familiar methods to gather 
more than $1 million in addi-
tional road repair revenue 
annually.

The council’s proposals 
— a 4-cent gas tax, $2 lodg-
ing fee, and a $3 increase to 
the street utility fee — are 
either a revival of a previous 
tax or an add-on to an exist-
ing fee.

The council also endorsed 
the idea of a new ticket fee on 
large events, but the concept 
has been put on hold while 
the city convenes a commit-
tee to take a deeper look at 
the issue.

The council discussed 
each tax and fee at the meet-
ing and went over how much 
money city staff expected it 
to generate.

Speaking in favor of the 
gas tax, Councilor Carole 
Innes said the council needed 
to take action on street repair.

“We need to show some 
leadership and step up and 
not kick it down the road,” 
she said. “Even though it 
might be a bit painful, that’s 
our job. Our job is to sell it 
and make our constituents 
understand, if you don’t want 
to be in the same place in 9 
or 10 years, you have to make 
sure we have enough fund-
ing to keep our roads in good 
condition.”

Gas tax  
(Estimated annual 
revenue: $440,000)

The council settled on a 
4-cent gas tax fairly quickly, 
but had a more lengthy debate 
on whether the gas tax should 
sunset in five years or 10.

Councilor McKennon 
McDonald worried that a 
10-year expiration date would 
be a tough sell to voters.

But the 10-year sunset 
won out, backed by Coun-
cilor Scott Fairley and his 
primary concern that the 
city would drop the rev-
enue source before the 
streets were brought into  
good condition.

“If we let these fees sun-
set, we run the risk of future 

councils not being willing to 
take a political risk to increase 
fees,” he said. “Frankly, 
speaking for myself and the 
vast majority up here, we’re 
up here to solve problems 
and not be the most popular 
people in the city, and I just 
don’t know if we can guar-
antee that will always be the 
case for the council.”

The council seemed intent 
on putting the gas tax in 
front of voters in May, which 
would be 10 years after vot-
ers passed a 4-cent gas tax to 
help fund the Airport Road 
extension and almost five 
years after voters rejected 
a 5-cent gas tax for road 
maintenance.

The Airport Road gas 
tax ended in 2013 after 
the city’s contribution was 
funded, but the road has yet 
to attract industrial develop-
ment and the city’s focus has 
since turned to the Pendleton 
Unmanned Aerial Systems 
Range.

The 2015 gas tax proposal 
was meant to solely address 
road maintenance, but the 
measure went down at the 
ballot box as the Oregon 
Fuels Association’s political 
action committee spent thou-
sands of dollars to defeat it.

Lodging fee  
($306,000 per year)

Because state law requires 
cities to spend 70% of a hotel 
room fee on tourism promo-
tion, Pendleton will need to 
do some financial wrangling 
to funnel the money toward 
streets.

Based on a similar situ-
ation in the city of Salem, 
City Attorney Nancy Kerns 
said the city could use the 
new funds for a “recreation 
facility,” like the Pendleton 
Aquatic Center. The coun-
cil could then turn around 
and spend the general fund 
money that would normally 
be spent on the aquatic cen-
ter and redirect it toward 
streets.

Another hotel room fee on 
top of the 8% lodging room 
tax and a $1.50 Tourism Pro-
motion Assessment Charge 
isn’t popular with local hote-
liers, several of whom were 
in the crowd Tuesday.

The Oregon Restaurant 
and Lodging Association 
has the ability to put money 
where its members’ mouth is.

To beat back a 5% restau-
rant sales tax proposal in 
Hood River County, the asso-
ciation’s PAC spent $12,714 

specifically earmarked to 
defeat the tax, and residents 
voted it down in May.

Street utility fee 
($250,000 per year)

Before the meeting, the 
city distributed a survey to 
get an idea of what the pub-
lic would support to gen-
erate new revenue for road 
maintenance.

Some form of gas tax, 
lodging fee, and ticket fee all 
garnered majority support in 
the survey, but only about 1 
in 3 respondents supported 
an increase in the street util-
ity fee.

But the council is forging 
ahead with raising the street 
utility fee, which the council 
established in late 2015 as a 
$5-per-month fee.

Price indexing has since 
raised the fee to $5.21, and 
the council wants to imple-
ment some sort of sliding 
scale or exemption to protect 
low-income households from 
the raise.

If the council imple-
ments the higher fee, Coun-
cilor McDonald said mem-
bers need to communicate 
with the public why it was  
doing it.

The street utility fee was 
instituted shortly after the 
last gas tax proposal failed, 
and McDonald said some 
residents perceived the move 
as a way of making up for the 
gas tax’s defeat.

Moving forward

Despite the months of 
deliberation, Mayor John 
Turner said there’s still work 
to do.

The council still needs to 
find a way to direct another 
$110,000 from the gen-
eral fund through cuts or 
increased fees and mem-
bers will likely have to form 
a political action committee 
to support the gas tax ballot 
measure.

“The work really gets 
started now,” Turner said. 
“There’s going to be a lot of 
angry people no matter what 
decision we make. We got to 
have the presence to support 
it.”

The council will formally 
approve each funding con-
cept and direct staff to pre-
pare them for enactment at 
the next city council meeting 
on Dec. 3.

The council meeting will 
be held at 7 p.m. in council 
chambers in city hall, 500 
S.W. Dorion Ave.

Council prepares to sell 
new road taxes to residents

By JESSICA POLLARD
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — For the 
first time in years, the Blue 
Mountain Community Col-
lege Hermiston Center has 
a new Latino club focused 
on leadership. It’s called 
“Unidxs.”

“The Spanish language is 
very gendered,” said Nayali 
Contreras, one of the club’s 
advisors. “Unidos, mascu-
line, and unidas, feminine, 
both translate to ‘united.’ 
The ‘X’ in unidxs’ is to make 
it gender inclusive. This is a 
way for people not to have to 
choose between masculine 
and feminine.”

A year ago, campus life at 
the Hermiston Blue Moun-
tain Community College 
Center was scant.

“Last year,” said stu-
dent Zayra Preciado, who is 
in charge of marketing for 
the new group, “I didn’t see 
much student life.”

According to Contreras, 
who is also coordinator for 
the Precision Irrigated Agri-
culture Facility at BMCC 
Hermiston and an advisor 
for the group, there aren’t 
any clubs this year besides 
Unidxs.

“The center has felt more 
alive this year,” she said.

The idea for the club 
started growing last year, 
according to Contreras. 
Back then, she served as 
the school’s Student Suc-
cess Coach and said there 
was a want to create more 
space in the community for 
the Hermiston Center’s 46% 
Latino population.

“We wanted to add a Lat-
inx Liaison title to the Stu-
dent Success Coach posi-
tion,” she said.

At a recent BMCC board 
meeting this month, mem-
bers approved Selene Tor-
res-Madrano’s contract 
for that dual position. Tor-
res-Madrano also advises 
Unidxs.

Contreras also dreamed 

of organizing a special grad-
uation celebration for the 
school, which would pro-
vide a more personal cul-
tural space in addition to 
the BMCC graduation com-
mencement each year. The 
first annual iteration of the 
Latinx Graduation Celebra-
tion is set to take place at the 
end of this school year.

“I was also trying to think 
of something not just driven 
by me,” she said. “As staff, 
I might not be here in a few 
years.”

Enter, the Unidxs club.
The club is currently 

comprised of six organiz-
ers and five members so far 
this year. The organizers are 
all planning on moving on to 
four-year universities after 
getting their two-year trans-
fer degrees at BMCC and are 
interested in everything from 
journalism to kinesiology.

“It’s nice to have a space 
to be around people who go 
through the same struggles 
as you,” said the group’s trea-
surer, Brenda Mendoza.

Elias Esquival, the club’s 
president, puts it plainly.

“I had no friends here 
before this club,” he said. 
“I think its growth will 
continue.”

Their first order of busi-
ness is organizing fundrais-
ers in hopes of attending the 
U.S. Hispanic Leadership 
Institute conference in Chi-
cago, Illinois, this February.

This month, they sold 134 

dozen tamales and raised 
over $1,000 toward that goal.

Contreras said that many 
schools on the west side of 
the state, including Oregon 
State University, send swaths 
of students to the national 
event each year. The insti-
tute’s website describes the 
event as a good opportunity 
for young people to network 
with policy makers and pro-
spective employers.

“I’m not sure if people 
here don’t know about it,” 
she said. “But no one on this 
side of Oregon has made 
attending the conference a 
priority.”

Esquival said that now 
that the initial fundraiser 
is over, the group is kick-
ing back and planning more 
team-oriented events as well, 
like bowling. But they’ve 
also been honing their net-
working skills.

Recently, club members 
met with Hermiston-based 
Latino organization Raices 
to learn how they might help 
out with the organization’s 
events in the future.

“Part of our mission is to 
be involved with the commu-
nity,” Mendoza said.

Contreras hopes that as 
the club gains momentum, 
its student members will 
develop leadership skills that 
they can take with them to 
their next college experience.

“I really want this club to 
be a leadership development 
experience,” Contreras said.

New Hermiston BMCC 
Latino club is taking off
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BMCC Hermiston Center’s new club, Unidxs, met Wednes-

day to discuss a recent fundraiser.

BRIEFLY

Hermiston 
Warming Station 
now open

HERMISTON — The 
Hermiston Warming Station 
is now open.

Director Teesie Hill 
had announced earlier in 
November the station’s 
opening could be delayed 

due to lack of volunteers, 
but the emergency shelter 
was able to get enough vol-
unteers to open for the sea-
son on Wednesday.

The warming station 
at 1075 S. Highway 395 
will open each evening 
through the end of February, 
regardless of temperature. 
Check-in is from 7:30-9 p.m.

— EO Media Group

11/29-12/1
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday  @ 12p

My Little Chickadee  

Frozen 2 (PG)  
2D 12:00* 1:30* 2:20* 4:40 
        6:30 7:10 9:40

4:00p

Knives Out (PG13)
12:40* 4:10 7:00 9:50

Ford V Ferrari (PG13)
12:20* 3:30* 6:40 9:50

Midway (PG13)
12:10* 3:20* 6:20 9:20

Charlie’s Angels (PG13) 
9:00

12/2
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday  @ 12p

My Little Chickadee  

Frozen 2 (PG)  
2D 4:40 6:30 7:10 9:40

4:00p

Knives Out (PG13)
4:10 7:00 9:50

Ford V Ferrari (PG13)
3:30* 6:40 9:50

Midway (PG13)
3:20* 6:20 9:20

Charlie’s Angels (PG13) 
9:00

Stop by our showroom!

Cash 
Incentives 
Available.

Ask Us!

LOWER YOUR HEATING 
BILLS THIS WINTER!

Upgrade Your Windows.
Add Insulation To Your 

Attics, Walls And Floors

MR. INSULATION CO., INC.

FREE ESTIMATES!
A well-insulated home is a 
more energy efficient 
home.  It’s also a home 
that feels cozy in the winter 
and cooler in the summer.  
And with cash incentives 
available, you can add 
insulation and windows to 
your home and save energy 
all year long. 

541-567-2348 � 541-276-0097 � 1-800-265-2348
30599 Lauback, Hermiston � www.mrinsulation.info

mrinsulation@eotnet.net � CCB#97049 � Member N.E.O.H.B.A.

As an Energy Trust of Oregon trade ally, we can help you access cash 
incentives to make it easier to improve your home’s energy efficiency.

Visit www.energytrust.org


