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McNary Dam installs lasers as deterrent

By JESSICA POLLARD
East Oregonian

UMATILLA — Birds try-
ing to feast on juvenile salmon
at the McNary Dam are fac-
ing a new deterrent — bright
green lasers.

In the past, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Walla
Walla District relied on a
sprinkler system for bird
abatement. Sprinklers would
spray water near the juvenile
bypass outfall pipe, but some
waterfowl weren’t deterred
away from snacking on the
young salmon. Last spring, the
system was wiped out by high
waters on the river, so the dis-
trict invested in its first laser
instead.

“The laser is still con-
sidered a trial effort,” said
USACE Biologist Christo-
pher Peery. “Initial observa-
tions appear promising, but it
is probably not going to be the
solution to all our salmon pre-
dation worries.”

The laser has a range of
around 950 feet to a mile,
weather depending. Its beam
moves in random patterns,
and is meant to trick birds into
believing a solid object is chas-
ing them. It fended off birds
well enough through spring
and summer, but was installed
in an inconvenient location.
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers bought the second laser
in September, which will be

mounted onto the outfall pipe
this spring.

The cost of both lasers,
along with solar panels and
mounting hardware, came to a
total of about $22,200, accord-
ing to USACE biologist Tim
Wik.

“The exact predation rate
for juvenile salmon at McNary
Dam can vary, but it is obvious
that birds are actively feed-
ing in the river near the dam
at various times of the year,”
Peery said.

He said millions of juvenile
salmon are eaten along the
lower Columbia River each
year.

Director of Blue Mountain
Wildlife Rehabilitation and
Education Lynn Thompkins
said the birds eating juvenile
salmon near McNary Dam
likely include gulls, cormo-
rants and waterfowl.

“The dam slows all the fish
down, and they use the fish
ladder. It’s like having a bird
feeder in our backyard,” she
said. “They ought to hire a
falconer.”

And while the Walla Walla
District doesn’t appear to be
hiring a bird of prey to scare
the salmon-eating birds away
anytime soon, it might pur-
chase a Long Range Acous-
tic Device that would emit dis-
tress calls from predatory birds
and accompany the lasers.
This too, would be installed in
the spring or summer.

The Walla Walla District
and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture have an agree-
ment which dictates that each
spring, the USDA’s Wildlife
Services group comes and
hazes the hungry birds.

The hazing includes set-
ting off fireworks and shotgun
blanks, as well as using boats
to scare away lingering birds,
and will continue this spring.

Studies suggest that bird
abatement lasers might harm
a bird’s eyes. In 2016, the Uni-
versity of Washington con-
ducted a study on the effec-
tiveness of lasers as bird
abatement against seagulls at
fisheries which stated that not
much was known about how
lasers might affect the retinas
of gulls.

In 2018, a researcher from
Purdue University told NPR
he was conducting a study
about whether lasers could
harm an animal’s retinas,
which could affect their ability
to mate, hunt and seek shelter.

“The manufacturer indi-
cates that it is possible that a
laser can injure a bird’s eye if
it directly strikes the retina,
this is why the lasers will not
directly target birds, instead
they will move through the
area we would like to keep the
birds from,” Peery said.

He added the laser targets
move slowly to allow birds
time to avoid being in close
contact with the light.

County contributes
$50,000 for
Hermiston project

PENDLETON — Uma-
tilla County will chip in
$50,000 toward the South
Hermiston Industrial Park.

The Umatilla County
Board of Commissioners
unanimously agreed to the
contribution at a meeting
Tuesday morning.

The city of Hermiston is
planning to develop a $2.9
million addition of roads,
sewer and water infrastruc-
ture behind the old Hermiston
Foods plant with the help of a
U.S. Economic Development
Administration grant that is
expected to cover 50-80% of
the costs.

If the city secures the
grant, the rest would be paid
by the city, the county, and
property owners who live in
the area.

At the board meeting,
Commissioner George Mur-
dock said the project was
meant to drive growth in that
area of town.

“If you go over there and
drive around in that area,
it’s amazing how much has
already occurred,” he said. “A
lot of new businesses in that
area.” The board also unan-
imously adopted two ordi-
nances that adopted the char-
ter amendments approved by
voters earlier this month.

One amendment clari-
fies the name of the Uma-
tilla County Sheriff’s Office
while the other eliminates
the primary for county elec-
tions where there are only two
candidates.

The latter amendment will
be in effect for the commis-
sioner and sheriff races in
2020.

Oregon women
charged with multiple
frauds, thefts

WALLA WALLA, Wash.
— Two Oregon women have
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been summoned to Walla
Walla  County  Superior
Court for allegedly using
closed or unfunded bank
and credit cards in multiple
states.

Alea D. Henderson, 31,
of Pendleton, and Marky
L. Hill, 24, of Milton-Free-
water, were charged Fri-
day with multiple fraud and
theft charges totaling tens
of thousands of dollars. The
two women’s alleged crimes
were unrelated, except
they both entered a code to
override the card’s decli-
nation at stores, which ini-
tially worked, but later was
declined.

Henderson allegedly pur-
chased or attempted pur-
chasing $66,542 in Wash-
ington, Oregon and Idaho,
records stated.

Henderson’s local
charges include second-de-
gree  theft, second-de-
gree organized retail theft,
first-degree attempted theft,
three counts of third-de-
gree theft, two counts of
attempted vehicle theft, and
second-degree  attempted
theft.

Hill allegedly bought or
tried spending $43,219.02 in
Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho,
Washington, and Oregon,

records stated.

Hill’s  local  charges
included: two counts of
defrauding an innkeeper,
second-degree  organized
retail theft, and third-degree
theft.

Both women were sum-
moned to appear in court for
their first appearances on
Dec. 30.

— FEO Media Group and
wire services
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In April, according to the
district, the lasers will be
evaluated.

“Project biologists ~ will
count the number of birds that
are in the area near the juve-
nile fish outfall, and the num-
ber of those birds that appear
to be actively feeding,” Peery
said.

If the lasers are effec-
tive at warding off birds this
spring, the Walla Walla Dis-
trict will consider adding them
to other area dams, according
to a press release from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

Photo courtesy of the US Army Corps of Engineers
A second laser, purchased in September, will be installed
on the juvenile bypass outfall pipe at the McNary Dam this

spring.

from Wildhorse Resort & Casino

Valued at $500

To enter, help a child in
need by participating in the
HAMLEY GIVING TREE!

Now through December 14

BLACK FRIDAY SALE

5% OFF

STOREWIDE

Hamley Western Store
November 29 - December 2

Monday-Friday 10am-6pm / Saturday-Sunday 10am-5pm

Corner of Court & Main « 541.278.1100

Karen King
Pendleton, Oregon

I got screened.
Now, I’'m talking about it.

Screening can prevent colorectal cancer
or catch the #2 cancer killer early when
it’s highly treatable. Most people get
screened because they’re encouraged

by someone they know and trust. So

if you've been screened, please talk
about your experience. And encourage
others to get screened too.

COLORECTAL CANCER

The cancer you can prevent.

TheCancerYouCanPrevent.org

A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-funded campaign
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