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Milton-Freewater 
area home badly 
damaged by blaze

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER — A vacant house 
just south of Milton-Free-
water was badly damaged 
Friday night by a fi re.

The home at the cor-
ner of Couse Creek and 
Walla Walla River roads 
was reported to be on fi re 
just before 10 p.m. Fri-
day, according to infor-
mation from Milton-Free-
water Rural Fire and 
Ambulance.

The home was report-
edly fully engulfed by the 
blaze with fl ames shooting 
out of the roof when fi re-
fi ghters arrived, but they 
managed to bring it under 
control quickly.

There were no inju-
ries, according to the fi re 
department, and the cause 

is under investigation.

Umatilla National 
Forest fi rewood 
season ends

PENDLETON — Per-
sonal-use fi rewood cutting 
on the Umatilla National 
Forest will end Saturday 
and fi rewood permits will 
not be available again until 
May 2020.

The public is asked to 
take additional precautions 
when cutting fi rewood late 
in the fall when road and 
soil conditions become 
slick, soggy and saturated. 
Firewood cutters should be 
prepared for winter weather 
conditions. Mountain travel 
will require extreme care 
to avoid getting stuck in 
the mud or snow and caus-
ing resource damage to the 
land and vegetation.

Another concern for 

late season fi rewood cut-
ting is the misidentifi ca-
tion of live or dead west-
ern larch, a prized fi rewood 
also known as tamarack. 
Larch needles turn yellow 
and fall off at the end of 
the growing season, which 
can cause the tree to appear 
dead when in fact it is only 
dormant. Tips on identify-
ing live larch are located 
in the fi rewood guide that 
accompanies each fi rewood 
permit.

Firewood permits can 
be purchased at any Uma-
tilla National Forest offi ce 
or at several local busi-
nesses. Permits cost $5 per 
cord with a minimum pur-
chase of four cords for $20. 
A maximum purchase of 12 
cords total, per household, 
is allowed from National 
Forest lands during the cal-
endar year..

— EO Media Group
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UMATILLA COUNTY 
— A 42-year-old Hermis-
ton man was arrested by 
deputies from the Umatilla 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce after 
police say he allegedly kid-
napped a woman and held 
her captive for three days.

Jeremy Jeppeson was 
indicted on eight charges 
Thursday after police 
responded Nov. 17 to a report 
of an escaped kidnapping 
victim at the Short Stop gas 
station, 32553 East Punkin 
Center Road, Hermiston.

The 32-year-old woman 
from Washington reported 
that Jeppeson, her ex-boy-

friend, had 
kidnapped 
her in Pend-
leton fol-
lowing an 
argument at 
a residence 
when she 
attempted to 
leave. Jeppeson dragged her 
back into the residence by 
her hair.

For the next three days, 
he kept her living in a tan 
Ford Windstar van on back 
roads between Hermiston 
and Pendleton. He refused 
to let her out of his sight, and 
threatened to kill her when 
she tried to escape.

She was able to escape 
when Jeppeson pulled the 
van into the Short Stop. 
Police said she ran to the 
store for help and employees 
called the sheriff’s offi ce.

The Pendleton Police 
Department located the vehi-

cle in Pendleton on Nov. 18 
and arrested Jeppeson on a 
detention warrant issued by 
his probation offi cer in Hood 
River County.

Further investigation into 
the case resulted in addi-
tional charges while Jeppe-
son was lodged at the Uma-
tilla County Jail. He is now 
facing felony charges con-
stituting domestic violence 
for second-degree attempted 
kidnapping, coercion and 
strangulation as well as mis-
demeanor charges for disor-
derly conduct and domestic 
violence-related menacing 
and assault.

Jeppeson’s probable 
cause preliminary hearing 
is scheduled for Nov. 27. 
According to court records, 
he also has a plea hearing 
on Dec. 13 for an open case 
relating to unauthorized use 
of a motor vehicle in Sher-
man County.

Hermiston man indicted 
on kidnapping charges
Jeremy Jeppeson 
indicted on eight 
charges after 
Nov. 18 arrest

Jeppeson
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By BEN LONERGAN
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — The 
East Oregonian, in conjunc-
tion with the Umatilla County 
Historical Society released a 
new hardcover pictorial his-
tory book entitled “Umatilla 
County Memories: A Picto-
rial History of the mid-1800s 
through 1939” on Saturday 
morning at the Heritage Sta-
tion Museum in Pendleton.

The book is comprised 
of scanned images from pri-
vate collections, museums, 
the Library of Congress and 
aims to explore an era from 
which images are not as read-
ily available. The East Ore-
gonian published the book in 
partnership with The Pedi-
ment Group, a printing com-
pany based in Battle Ground, 
Washington, specializing in 
pictorial history books.

EO Media Group Regional 
Publisher Chris Rush said 
the goal of the book was to 
provide a pre-World War II 
look at Umatilla County. He 
said the era is one that peo-
ple don’t usually see pictures 
from because often the pic-
tures are in private collec-
tions or lost.

“We wanted all areas of 
the county to be covered as 
best as possible,” he said. “I 
think it gives a lot of pride to 
folks in this community.”

Rush said community 
support was integral in bring-
ing the book together and 
that input and outreach from 
the Umatilla County Histor-
ical Society and Tamástslikt 
Cultural Institute were key 
in properly representing the 
county.

“As we acquired pho-

tos and curated the book we 
wanted to make sure that the 
tribes were well represented 
in every facet of the book,” 
Rush said. “We wanted to 
recognize that they had been 
here for hundreds of years 
before white settlers.”

The Umatilla County His-
torical Society offered up its 
collection of thousands of his-
torical images for the book. 
Kari Brooks, the executive 
director of the historical soci-
ety, said that to her the book 
was about keeping history 
alive.

“This goes along well 
with our mission of preserv-
ing, collecting and telling the 
story of Umatilla County,” 
she said. “We want to tell 
what happened in the past 
and how it came to be.”

Wayne Low was another 
key contributor to the book 
by offering up his collection 
of images from the early days 
of Umatilla County. Low’s 

collection was compiled over 
decades of collecting images 
and postcards.

“I started off going to the 
expos in Portland and that’s 
where I started fi nding some 
of the really good stuff,” he 
said. “You could buy one of 
those photos for $1 or $2.”

Low said it was diffi cult 
to pick a favorite image in the 
book, however he felt those 
involving agriculture and the 
history of farming best repre-
sented Umatilla County.

Several people wander-
ing through the Heritage 
Station Museum on Satur-
day took the opportunity to 
browse through or purchase 
copies of the book. Alivia 
Fine browsed through the 
book as an opportunity to see 
what the county was like long 
before she was born.

“I think that it’s really cool 
because it shows our heritage 
and how things used to be,” 
said Fine.

New book highlights the 
history of Umatilla County
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Cindy Williams, left, Alivia Fine and Karen Newman fl ip 

through copies of “Umatilla County Memories” during the 

book launch at the Heritage Station Museum on Saturday 

afternoon.

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

PENDLETON — Snow 
is likely coming to Eastern 
Oregon, but those hoping for 
a White Thanksgiving might 
be a little disappointed.

Although the National 
Weather Service forecast 
parts of the Blue Mountains 
like Tollgate to get pelted 
with as much as 6 to 8 inches 
of snow, population cen-
ters in Umatilla and Mor-
row County like Pendleton, 
Hermiston, and Boardman 
aren’t expected to receive 
more than an inch of snow.

Weather service fore-
caster Marilyn Lohmann 
said lower elevations should 
expect intermittent snow 
showers through Wednes-
day, but the light snow should 
peter out by Thanksgiving as 
the region begins to dry out.

Some of that snow could 
be accompanied by strong 
winds Tuesday night going 
into Wednesday.

The weather service is 
predicting that maximum 
wind gusts could top out at 
28 miles per hour in Pendle-
ton and 30 in Boardman.

Despite the combina-
tion of high winds and snow, 
Lohmann said the weather 
won’t reach blizzard status 
unless snow is met with sus-
tained winds of 40 miles per 
hour.

Although the snow is sup-
posed to stop and the wind 
should die down, that doesn’t 
mean the region will get a 
respite from the early winter 
weather.

According to the weather 
service, especially cold tem-
peratures are supposed to set 
in on Thanksgiving and per-
sist through the weekend.

In Pendleton, the Thanks-
giving high is forecast at 25 
degrees while the low is 10. 
The low is forecast to fall 
further to 6 degrees on Fri-
day, before temperatures 
make a modest rally over the 
weekend.

Hermiston will be com-
paratively warmer, with the 
35-degree high on Thurs-
day inching above freezing 
before falling to 15 degrees 
low in the evening.

Lohmann said the region’s 
highs and lows were about 
15 degrees below the average 
temperature.

While people who stay 
in-town this Thanksgiv-
ing shouldn’t have too much 
trouble getting around, 
Lohmann said the snow and 
wind could create problems 
for travelers looking to visit 

family and friends in the 
Blue Mountains or Central 
Oregon ahead of the Thanks-
giving holiday.

Thanksgiving travel is 
also expected to be an issue 
statewide.

According to Oregon 
Public Broadcasting, AAA 
Oregon estimates more than 
55 million Americans will 
be traveling for Thanks-
giving in 2019, a 14-year 
high that includes 750,000 
Oregonians.

INRIX, an organization 
that partnered with AAA 
Oregon to analyze traffi c 
patterns, found the worst 
traffi c congestion will occur 
on Tuesday from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m. and Wednesday from 
2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

“Some major highways 
and freeways will experience 
travel delays of up to four 
times as long as a trip on a 
normal Tuesday or Wednes-
day afternoon,” Marie 
Dodds, director of govern-
ment and public affairs for 
AAA Oregon-Idaho, told 
OPB.

Although the snow is 
just beginning, local drivers 
are already starting to feel 
the effects of less-than-ideal 
driving conditions.

Oregon State Police 
included mentions of freez-
ing fog or icy roads in four 
traffi c collision reports from 
Friday and Saturday.

Snow, wind, and cold temps in 
Thanksgiving week forecast 
Parts of Blue 
Mountains could 
get as much as 6 to 
8 inches of snow

Specializing in Mohs and Skin Cancer Surgery

OPEN HOUSE
Friday, Dec. 6th • 11am-1pm

1050 W. Elm Ave., Suite #220 • Hermiston, OR
541-289-4601

FREE SKIN CANCER 

SCREENING
All attendees will be entered into a drawing to 

win a variety of skin care essentials!

FOOT
C L I N I C

Free

Stepping into care.

DOWNTOWN HEPPNER

Pioneer Memorial Home 
Health & Hospice

126 N Main Street 

Heppner, OR 97836 

BOARDMAN

Pioneer Memorial Home 
Health & Hospice

101 SW Kinkade Road 

Boardman, OR 97818 

Call to schedule 
your appointment

        541-676-2946

Referrals to a Podiatrist 

as needed

Where healthier is happening...
Boardman | Heppner |  Ione | Irrigon | Lexington 541-676-2946

• Nail Care

• Foot Checks 

*All services are performed 

under direction of a Podiatrist.

Foot care is essential for people at every stage of their lives. 

For this reason, Pioneer Memorial Home Health & 

Hospice is pleased to offer a FREE foot clinic* at 

the following convenient locations.

11/26
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday @ 12p

Monty Python and the Holy Grail  

Frozen 2 (PG)  
2D 4:40p 7:10p 9:40p

4:00p

Ford v Ferrari (PG13)
3:30p* 6:40p 9:50p

Charlie's Angels (PG13)
4:10p 6:50p 9:30p

Midway (PG13)
3:20p* 6:20p 9:20p

Doctor Sleep (R)
6:30p 9:40p


