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Morrow County 
Planning Commission 
has open seats

MORROW COUNTY — 
The Morrow County Plan-
ning Commission is look-
ing for three new members.

The commission reviews 
and makes decision about 
land-use issues throughout 
the county, maintains the 
county’s zoning ordinance 
and works with the coun-
ty’s board of commission-
ers to implement the Com-
prehensive Plan. Members 
of the planning commission 
serve for four-year terms, 
generally meeting once a 
month alternating between 
Boardman and Heppner.

Positions representing 
the greater Heppner area, 
the greater Ione area and 
one at-large position are 
now open.

Applicants must reside 

within Morrow County and 
in the community they are 
representing. They can sub-
mit a letter of interest by 
mail to the Morrow County 
Planning Department, 
P.O. Box 40, Irrigon, OR 
97844, or by email at scoo-
per@co.morrow.or.us, by 
close of business on Friday, 
Dec. 6.

Umatilla National 
Forest seeks public 
input on project 

PENDLETON — The 
Heppner Ranger District of 
the Umatilla National For-
est is seeking public com-
ment on the HK Fire Salvage 
Categorical Exclusion proj-
ect, located approximately 
40 miles south of Heppner in 
Morrow County.

The Forest Service will 
be accepting comments on 

the proposal until Dec. 9.
The HK Fire Salvage proj-

ect was developed to address 
tree mortality following the 
2019 HK Complex fi res. 
The project proposes com-
mercially harvesting dead 
and dying trees on up to 250 
acres. In addition, danger 
trees will be removed along 
roadsides within the fi re 
area. Replanting will occur 
where needed to regenerate 
forest stands in high-mortal-
ity areas.

The Forest Service is 
seeking scoping comments 
to help refi ne the proposed 
action and identify ways to 
improve project design. The 
comment period is an oppor-
tunity for the public to be 
involved in the process and 

offer thoughts on alternative 
ways the Forest Service can 
accomplish the project pur-
pose and need.

For more information 
about the HK Fire Salvage 
Project, contact project lead 
Katelynn Bowen at Kate-
lynn.bowen@usda.gov or 
541-676-2105.

M-F seeks 13 
people for boards 
and committees

MILTON-FREEWATER 
— Milton-Freewater offi -
cials are looking to fi ll 13 
positions on the city’s vari-
ous committees and boards.

The list of vacancies 

include volunteer seats on 
the library board, the budget 
committee and recreation 
committee.

These committees serve 
in an advisory capacity and 
make recommendations to 
the city council.

All volunteers must be 
residents residing within the 
boundaries of Milton-Free-
water city limits.

Applications must be 
mailed or hand-delivered 
to the city recorder’s offi ce 
or emailed to leanne.stead-
man@milton-freewater-or.
gov by noon Monday, Dec. 
30.

For more information, 
call City Recorder Leanne 
Steadman 541-938-8233.
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By JESSICA POLLARD
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — Third-
grader Glendy Matias Perez, 
8, was feeling nervous during 
the Dad’s Cake Bake at West 
Park Elementary School on 
Monday night.

She brought a small white 
cake from the grocery store 
for the contest and auction, 
and it would be the last cake 
for parents to bid on that 
night.

On one hand, she was 
worried no one would buy 
the cake. On the other, she 
didn’t want to bid farewell to 
the lacy frosting and sparkly 
cake-topper.

“This is special and so fun 
and all of the cakes look deli-
cious,” she said.

Auctioneer Ford Bonney 
began the bidding process 
for Matias Perez’s cake — 
the 45th and fi nal cake of the 
evening. She sat in one of the 
front rows of the gymnasium 
with her mom, fi dgeting with 
anticipation and nervousness 

“No one’s bought it yet,” 
she said before the bidding 
process even commenced.

In minutes, bids went from 
$20 to $25, and then all the 
way to $37.50.

Moments later, the little 
white cake sold for $40.

Matias Perez’s mouth 
dropped open in surprise. 
The night was over, and she 
left West Park holding her 
mom’s hand.

Glendy wasn’t the only 
one who had a stake in the 
cake bake, where kids and 
parents go all-out to make 
cakes to auction off. This 

year’s theme was “family 
game night,” and all the pro-
ceeds from the auction were 
donated to the West Park Par-
ent Teacher Organization.

It was Brody Depew’s 
fourth cake bake. The third-
grader, 8, and his mother 
crafted a larger-than-life 
game of Yahtzee. Each die 
was an individual rainbow 
chip cake with chocolate 
cookie dots and cherry frost-
ing. The iconic red cup, tilted 
on its side and spilling out the 
dice, was composed entirely 
of chocolate melts.

“It was pretty hard to 
make,” he said. “My mom did 
most of it.”

The cake won the “Most 
Elaborate Cake” award, and 
eventually sold for $95.

There were several rib-
bons awarded that night to 
parent-child teams who made 
unforgettable cakes. The 
“Most Humorous Cake” went 
to a family that made a Pac-
man cake with small ghost 
cupcakes and plenty of color-
ful fondant.  

The “Most Original Cake” 
award went to a family that 
constructed a bright green 
putt-putt golf course on a 
sheet cake.

In total, the West Park 
Parent Teacher Organization 
raised more than $2,500 and 
doled out many ribbons and 
honorable mentions.

The highest seller was 
actually a pair of cakes that 
were dueling in the board 
game Battleship and frosted 
in bright teal. They were auc-
tioned off for $200.

Kathleen Dopps, a fourth-
grade teacher and organizer 
of the Dad’s Cake Bake, said 
the auction’s beginnings are 
a local legend passed from 
PTO member to PTO mem-
ber. Story has it, the cake 
bake started as a fundraiser in 
the late 1950s, when parents 
were advocating to get side-
walks around the school.

The goal was to raise 
$600, Dopps said. The city 
would match the rest of the 
funds.

“It was a big success and 
the sidewalks were put in. No 
more walking in the streets,” 
Dopps stated in an email to 
the East Oregonian. 

Principal Kevin Headings 
said this year was the 62nd 
annual Cake Bake.  

“I think it might be the 
longest running event in our 
district,” he said.

West Park takes the cake
Proceeds from event 
benefi ted West Park 
Parent Teacher 
Organization
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A Yahtzee-themed cake awaits auction at the Dad’s Cake 

Bake at West Park Elementary School on Monday evening in 

Hermiston.

Staff  photo by Ben Lonergan

Max Barth, 7, and Vivian Barth, 5, admire cakes at the Dad’s Cake Cake at West Park Elemen-

tary School in Hermiston on Monday night.

By DIAN VER VALEN
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER — A helicopter acci-
dentally dropped rodent 
poison on private property 
along Triangle Station 
Road earlier this month, 
causing alarm among sev-
eral residents and possibly 
the death of some poultry.

“It fl ew directly over 
my house, and seconds 
after it went over, I felt 
something fall on me, 
specifi cally in my hair 
and all around me,” Laura 
Pumphrey, who lives on 
the rural Milton-Free-
water road, told the 
Union-Bulletin.

Pumphrey, among oth-
ers, said the mouse bait 
dropped from a helicop-
ter fl ying low with a bait 
bucket suspended under-
neath, leaving poison pel-
lets on Pumphrey’s deck, 
hot tub cover and kids’ 
trampoline as well as 
other locations.

“I have now had one 
chicken die, and my 
neighbor, a quarter-mile 
down the road, has lost 
seven chickens and two 
turkeys,” Pumphrey 
said in her report to the 
Union-Bulletin.

Initial reports from the 
Umatilla County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce, called out to inves-
tigate the day after the 
Nov. 7 aerial spill, con-
tained some inaccurate 
information broadcast 
over various media in the 
following days.

That report from 
UCSO included the incor-
rect name of the helicop-
ter company involved and 
speculated about what 
happened, saying the heli-
copter company “was con-
tacted by the deputy, and 
it was explained the prop-
erty was not targeted … 
however perhaps a hopper 
was not shut properly and 
mouse bait fell out.”

The Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture is 
still investigating, but 
a spokeswoman has 
released several offi cial 
key facts.

Wildhorse Helicop-
ter Inc., out of Pendle-
ton, was contracted by 

Mt. Fuji & the Rocks 
orchard to legally drop 
ZP AG rodent bait pellets 
on about 800 acres in the 
vicinity of the spilled poi-
son, according to Andrea 
Cantu-Schomus, direc-
tor of communications for 
the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture.

James Foreman of 
Wenatchee, who manages 
the Mt. Fuji orchard, con-
fi rmed this information.

“It’s obviously a very 
unfortunate incident,” he 

said, explaining that the 
management team has 
been contacted by the 
Department of Agricul-
ture and is helping with 
the investigation.

ZP AG rodent bait is a 
common pesticide used at 
orchards in the fall to tar-
get mice, which Foreman 
said are a problem in the 
wintertime in particular 
because they eat the roots 
of trees, especially dam-
aging younger trees.

“We like to do a com-
mercial application ahead 
of snows to get it on the 
ground,” he said.

The pellets contain 
zinc phosphide, which 
when combined with the 
acid in an animal’s stom-
ach turns into phosphine, 
a “very toxic gas,” accord-
ing to the National Pesti-
cide Information Center.

A fact sheet from the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency states it has deter-
mined a single swallow of 
zinc phosphide bait may 
be fatal to a young child. 
It is also highly toxic for 
birds and other small 

rodents in addition to the 
target species.

Wildhorse was selected 
for the pesticide appli-
cation at Mt. Fuji & the 
Rocks, Foreman said, 
because it’s a local opera-
tor with a good reputation.

“They have all the 
appropriate licenses 
including an aerial appli-
cator’s license and a pes-
ticide application license,” 
he said — information 
backed up by the Ore-
gon Department of Agri-
culture, which sent the 
Union-Bulletin a copy of 
the licenses.

Several attempts to 
reach Wildhorse Helicop-
ter Inc. for comment were 
unsuccessful.

Late last week, the 
Department of Agricul-
ture said they had two 
fi eld investigators in the 
area who continued to 
evaluate the extent of 
the pesticide application 
activity.

ODA continues to 
secure the GPS fl ight data 
to overlay onto maps try-
ing to determine the fl ight 
pattern, Cantu-Scho-
mus said. Local veteri-
narians have been alerted 
and advised to contact the 
state.

“Affected poultry have 
been sent by local vets for 
necropsy and pesticide 
analysis,” she said. And an 
agency citizen advocate is 
contacting residents.

ODA received three 
calls from people say-
ing their property was 
affected and two from 
people saying their chick-
ens were affected.

One chicken was taken 
to the vet, and one resi-
dent was concerned about 
dogs, which are “fi ne 
now,” Cantu-Schomus 
said.

“Smaller animals are 
more affected than larger 
animals, which are very 
unlikely to be affected 
because the pellets are 
randomly found. Animals 
wouldn’t consume a large 
amount,” she said.

People can call 211 to 
report pesticide concerns 
or call the Oregon Depart-
ment of Agriculture at 
503-986-4635.

Details emerge about 
pesticide spill in M-F 
Initial reports contained several inaccuracies 
about pesticide pellets dropped by helicopter
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FALL ON ME”

— Laura Pumphrey

Southern Swing 
Tour

See 4 MLB Games in 6 days at brand new  
Texas Rangers field, Houston & Atlanta. Free 

afternoon in New Orleans. July 24-29
Tour begins near Dallas/FtWorth International Airport/ 

ends near Atlanta Airport
$1,400/person based on double hotel occupancy

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours

Coach Bus Trip. Quality Game Tickets & Hotels

Free brochure: 507.217.1326    

See 7 MLB Games in 11 days at Boston, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Washington DC, 
Baltimore & New York (Yankees & Mets). 

Included: Baseball Hall of Fame in 
Cooperstown, Guided Tour of NYC and free 
day in Manhattan. Hotel near Times Square 

two nights.
Tour begins near Baltimore International Airport/

Ends near Cleveland Airport.
$2,650/person based on double hotel occupancy

Wrigley Field  
Experience Tour
Day and night game at Wrigley Field, in 
addition to Field of Dreams movie site  

and game at Minnesota Twins. August 18-21
Tour begins/ends near Minneapolis International Airport

$1,100/person based on double hotel occupancy

SATURDAY  NOV 17 
Pendleton Convention Center

9 AM - 4 PM
Only $2 Admission!

OVER 100 VENDORS!
RAFFLE TICKETS FOR: 

$2,000 Cash, Gift Baskets, and Door Prizes!

MEET SANTA! LUNCH AND DESSERTS!
Raffle Tickets available at the door or from any Altrusan

NOV. 23rdSALE 2019
November 22, 23 & 24:
Holiday Inn Event Center 

at TRAC Pasco, WA
ROAD 68, EXIT 9 ON 1-82

FRI. NOV 22 * 5 - 9 PM

SAT. NOV 23 * 9 AM - 5 PM

SUN. NOV 24 * 10 AM - 2 PM

Ford v Ferrari (PG13)
3:30p* 6:40p 9:50p

Charlie's Angels (PG13)
4:10p 6:50p 9:30p

Midway (PG13)
3:10p* 6:20p 9:20p

Last Christmas (PG13)
4:30p 7:00p 9:20p

Doctor Sleep (R)
3:20p* 6:30p 9:40p

11/20
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Today @ 12p

North by Northwest 


