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Sunriver nature center seeks $3 million expansion

By KYLE SPURR
EO Media Group

BEND — The Sunriver
Nature Center & Observa-
tory continues to welcome
more visitors than its facili-
ties can reasonably handle.

About 50,000 people visit
the center each year, which
is well above the 10,000 vis-
itors the center was designed
to handle when it was built in
1984.

To address the growth,
the nature center and obser-
vatory launched a $5 million
fundraising campaign last
year to build major expan-
sions on the center’s 8-acre
campus, which features pine
trees, wetlands, meadow
habitats and an observatory.
Nearby Lake Aspen is home
to the center’s beloved trum-
peter swan population.

Marvin Henberg, volun-
teer and chair of the fund-
raising campaign, said the
expansion is badly needed.

“We just don’t have the
space to do what we need to
do,” he said.

So far, about $1.7 million
has been raised. And about
$1.5 million of it has been
raised from the individual
private donations.

The community support
gives the campaign cred-
ibility with organizations
that may be interested in

Henberg said.

“You get more credibility
with foundations and corpo-
rations if you can show a big
support from private individ-
uals,” Henberg said.

The nature center plans
to update its facilities in
two stages. The first stage
focuses on expanding its

ble its capacity and build an
1,800-square-foot  pavilion
on the back of Lake Aspen.

Both projects are expected
to be complete by the end of
2020.

The pavilion will provide
an outdoor learning space to
better serve the nearly 5,000
students that visit for camps

making large donations, Oregon Observatory to dou-

and programs each year.

Today, all the students have
to share one classroom inside
the nature center.

“Having the additional
classroom out on Lake Aspen
will allow us to run all-day
camps and programs,” said
Abby Rowland, director of
philanthropy at the nature
center.

The observatory draws

Contributed photo
The Earth & Sky Theater will feature a full planetarium projection system and allow for presentations of nature films. It will
also host guest lectures and be able to seat 94 people.

up to 400 visitors on busy
nights, which often means
people have to wait to use
telescopes and do not get as
much one-on-one time with
the observatory astronomers.
Doubling the capacity of
the observatory will give visi-
tors more opportunities to use
the NASA-affiliated facility.
“To have the space to pro-

vide that type of science edu-
cation is pretty incredible,”
Rowland said.

The second stage of the
expansion plan is a longer
term project the nature cen-
ter hopes to complete by June
2021: a 7,700-square-foot
Discovery Center that will
include a planetarium theater
with a full projection sys-
tem and seating for up to 94
visitors.

The Discovery Center
and planetarium theater is
expected to cost more than
$3 million to complete.

Part of the fundraising
campaign is offering nam-
ing opportunities for the new
features. For example, a per-
son or company can have
their name on the Discovery
Center for a $2 million dona-
tion. A name in the Discov-
ery Center foyer is going for
$150,000.

The initial fundraising
support and interest from the
community has shown the
nature center that Sunriver
is ready for larger facilities,
Henberg said.

Sunriver has experienced
a rise in visitor growth in
recent years, which has led to
building the Village at Sunri-
ver and the Sunriver Home-
owners Aquatic & Recre-
ation Center.

“We feel like it’s time for
the nature center to catch up,”
Henberg said.
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Reckless driver to appear in court Dec. 10

By DICK MASON
EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — A plea
hearing date has been set
for Jelson Nahum Colin-
dres-Barahona, of SeaTac,
Washington, who  was
arrested Nov. 11 by the Ore-
gon State Police on seven
charges related to driv-
ing recklessly on a 17-mile
stretch of Interstate 84
between North Powder and
La Grande.

The plea hearing for
Colindres-Barahona is
scheduled for 1:15 p.m. Dec.
10 at the Union County
Courthouse.

Colindres-Barahona, 34,
was arrested by the OSP
after allegedly driving an
SUV wildly on Interstate 84
westbound 3 miles north of
North Powder until being
stopped 5 miles west of La

Grande. He allegedly drove
1.5 miles in the wrong direc-
tion in the eastbound lanes
of 1-84 in the milepost 283
area, about 3 miles north
of North Powder, said OSP
Trooper Robert Routt. The
trooper, in a written report,
said  Colindres-Barahona
almost crashed into a com-
mercial vehicle while driv-
ing the wrong way.
Colindres-Barahona was
clocked by the OSP driv-
ing at speeds of 95 miles per
hour, 106 miles per hour and
110 miles per hour. He made
two passes of vehicles in a
construction zone in an area
in which vehicles were pres-
ent, according to the OSP.
Once Colindres-Barahona
pulled over he was arrested
reportedly without incident,
at about 8:30 a.m., Routt
said on Friday.
Colindres-Barahona was

arrested on charges of unsafe
passing on the left, no oper-
ator’s license, exceeding the
speed limit by driving more
than 100 miles per hour,
reckless driving, driving
under the influence of intox-
icants-controlled substance,
reckless endangering a
highway worker and posses-
sion of methamphetamine.
Routt said Colin-
dres-Barahona’s driving put
many people at risk.
“Thankfully nobody was
hurt or killed,” Routt said.
Those who encountered
the driver coming at them
while moving westbound in
eastbound 1-84 lanes were
particularly at risk. Routt
said the best thing someone
encountering a wrong-way
driver can do is pull over on
the shoulder.
“Get over as far as you
can,” the OSP trooper said.

Traffic stop lands two in jail

on drug charges

ISLAND CITY — A traffic stop Friday
in Island City led to the seizure of drugs and
guns and two arrests, including a Stanfield

woman wanted on a warrant.

The Union County Sheriff’s Office in a
news release reported deputies and detec-
tives stopped the vehicle at 11:20 p.m. on

BRIEFLY

Cremated remains of 20 babies

found at mortuary buried

ROSEBURG — The cremated remains
of more than 20 babies that were found on
mortuary shelves in Roseburg will be bur-

ied Sunday at a special ceremony.

The

remains
a woman who was searching for the
unclaimed remains of veterans who had

were discovered by

the 11600 block of Island Avenue near the
Walmart store. The team searched the vehi-
cle and seized heroin, methamphetamine and
oxycodone and two firearms.

Deputies arrested the two occupants: Mat-
thew Carter Coote, 30, of La Grande, for car-
rying a concealed firearm and possession and
delivery of heroin; and Josie Lee Pritchard,
30, of Stanfield, for possession and delivery
of methamphetamine, heroin and oxycodone
plus felon in possession of a weapon and giv-
ing false information to law enforcement.

The sheriff’s office also arrested Pritchard
on a Umatilla County warrant. State court
records show Pritchard in August cut a deal
in Umatilla County and pleaded guilty to
two counts of conspiracy to deliver heroin,
a Class A felony. Circuit Judge Jon Lieuallen
sentenced her to five years of probation.

not received funerals. A funeral for the 28
veterans whose remains were found in that
effort happened in May, The News-Review
reported.

Some of the infants’ remains have been
on a mortuary shelf for up to 70 years and
most of the babies are believed to have
been stillborn or died within a day of birth.

Carol Hunt, the woman who found the
remains, formed a group called Wings of
Love to accomplish the burial project.

The remains will be interred at Rose-
burg Memorial Gardens.

Hunt said the discovery of the babies’
remains tugged at her heart.

“I never lost a child, fortunately, but I
know women who have. It’s just that mother
instinct,” she told The News-Review.

— EO Media Group and Associated Press
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