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EQOU trustees learn about new degree program

Board re-elects Chair
David Nelson to
another two-year term

East Oregonian

LA GRANDE — During its first
regular meeting of the academic
year on Thursday, the Eastern Ore-
gon University Board of Trustees
heard from faculty members who
presented a new degree program
that could bolster enrollment.

With final approval expected
this spring, the Sustainable Rural
Systems students will learn about
issues ranging from public health to
public works, and from arts and cul-
ture to agriculture.

“They’ll get to know rural sys-
tems very intimately,” said EOU
Dean Peter Geissinger. “That means
everything that makes our commu-
nities livable.”

Students will work on multi-
year, interdisciplinary projects that
affect local communities and model
real-world problem-solving. Cohort
groups will progressively take on
more responsibility as they move up
the ranks, and mentor one another.

Two concentrations — environ-
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The Eastern Oregon University Board of Trustees toured the Nightingale Gallery and ceramics studios on Thursday
during the board'’s first regular meeting of the academic year in La Grande.

erated learning have contributed to
the decrease in student credit hours.

This fall, EOU enrolled 11.5%
more new online transfer under-
graduates than last fall. Trustees
discussed additional opportunities
to partner with community colleges
— like Blue Mountain Community
College or Treasure Valley Com-
munity College — and engage stu-
dents at regional centers across the
state.

Trustees explored retention and
completion rates because of their
link to the cost of higher educa-
tion and state funding support. Vice
Chair Bobbie Conner highlighted
the importance of collecting exit
data, so board members understand
why students leave EOU.

“I'm concerned about students
stopping or dropping out because of
rising tuition costs,” she said. “We
need data so we can make informed
decisions about that kind of thing.”

Also looking ahead, trustees
approved an updated operating bud-
get for the current fiscal year. The
preliminary budget they signed off
on last spring was adjusted after the
Oregon State Legislature finalized
its allocations for the biennium.

“I'm really impressed with the

mental resources and economics of
rural systems — will set students
on a path to obtain a bachelor of sci-
ence, bachelor of arts, or bachelor of
applied science degree through the
program. Collaborating across all of
EOU’s academic colleges, the pro-
gram plans to hire two new faculty
members before taking on a resto-
ration project in partnership with

Baker Technical Institute.

Trustees praised the program’s
focus on experiential learning and
its cross-disciplinary approach.

“This is how our graduates work
in the real world,” Trustee Jer Prat-
ton said. “I couldn’t be more excited
about this program, and its potential
to make an immediate impact for
students and communities.”

The Sustainable Rural Systems
degree was approved by trustees,
and will go on to the Higher Educa-
tion Coordinating Committee and
accrediting bodies this spring, with
the aim of enrolling students in fall
2020.

During the meeting the trustees
also discussed the institution’s fall
enrollment report.

Holly Chason, who oversees
enrollment management at EOU,
said that even while the number of
students went up, the number of
credit hours had decreased. She said
the data suggests students are tak-
ing fewer classes this term than last
fall. She also said the 7% increase
in online students and growth in
high school students doing accel-

overall financial health of the insti-
tution,” Pratton said. “The stability
and accountability this administra-
tion has built are what make this
budget work.”

Trustees also re-elected Chair
David Nelson to another two-year
term, and elected Trustee Abel
Mendoza to serve a one-year term
as vice chair.
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Oregon Supreme Court justice bars
warrantless ICE courthouse arrests

that are signed by other ICE
officers, rather than a neutral
third party, like a judge.

The new rule follows a
petition sent to the court by
immigrants’ rights groups in
December 2018. They have
argued, among other things,
immigration — arrests
around and near courthouses
puts a chilling effect on
those seeking access to the

“Adopting this rule pro-
tects the integrity of the
state judicial process and
will allow state courts to

Walters said in a release.
“Arrests in  courthouses
have interfered with judicial
proceedings and removed
criminal defendants before
they have been sentenced or
completed their sentences.
We are adopting this
rule to maintain the integ-
rity of our courts and pro-
vide access to justice — not
to advance or oppose any
political or policy agenda.”
The rule also bans civil
immigration  arrests  in
courthouses, their parking
lots, sidewalks and entry-

fully hold accountable peo-
ple accused of a crime,”

ways, unless a judge has
signed an arrest warrant.

BRIEFLY

TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY
9 £y £X G ’
f,d&.
e, b o Ao < By CONRAD WILSON
Oregon Public Broadcasting
Sunshine and Mild with some Partly sunny Rain and drizzle in Partly sunny and
patchy clouds sun the p.m. breezy PORTLAND — Oregon
. . : PENLETON TEMERATUE FORECAS : : : Supreme Court Chief Jus-
57° 41 62° 44 60° 45 54° 35 46° 26 tice Martha Walters enacted
. . . HERISTON TEMERATUE FORECAS . . . a new rule Thursday that
56° 37 63° 41 58° 45 58° 35 51° 24 will make it harder for immi-
gration agents to make that
) ) OREGON FORECAS_T o ALMANAC civil arrests in the state’s
Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight's lows. PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest. courthouses
\ id TEMP. HIGH LowW Th ’ 1 .
X | "-\Seattle Yesterday 47° 40° ¢ ne;w I:u € requires TS
, ¢56/52  Wenatchee Spokane Normals 49° 33° U.S. Immigration and Cus- justice system.
\ b e 47/36 46/40 ® Records 71° (1896) -6°(1955) toms Enforcement officers
leg Adrs ® Moses ». PRECIPITATION to have a signed judicial war-
-._I_? 7 ° 56/49 Lake ® o255 Pullman 24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.02" N g J
Aberdeen”  olympia Yakima 49/37 et sium Month to date 0.10" rant if they plan to enter a
55/50 eSEERIARAY D 53/35 Y. e Normal month to date 065" courthouse to make an arrest.
Longview o Year to date 11.41
. 56/46 ., Kennewick WallaWalla Last year to date 8.25" In the past, ICE agents have
Astoria ;% 55/40  ® 54/43  Lewiston  Normal year to date 10.64" used administrative warrants
“
57/50: Portland ,;M" . -|I-.IEE,|RPMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.
miston @ . HIGH Low
L5744 The Dalles 56/37 Pendleton 50/34 Yesterday 51° 42°
W 55/37 57/41 e Normals 51° 33°
‘g’é;% o Salem La Grande Records 72° (1995) -12°(1955)
O 56/41 Sl 53/36 ‘ PRECIPITATION
coruafi® *Albany }vi;‘ g;z 24 hours ending 3 p.m. Trace Lawyers for school shooting
55/40 <7 o = o .
55/39 ! 7 JoinDay e o5 | suspect ask judge to recuse self
55/39 Ontario s
~ Eugene Bend Last year to date 6.46
571%0 58/40 57130 Normal year to date 7.84" SPOKANE, Wash. — Lawyers for the
B Cal WINDS (in mph) person charged with sholotmg four people,
Sy, 0oy 55/3 Today Sun. one fatally, at Freeman High School are ask-
(=0 " ) Boardman SW4-8  WSW7-14 ; ; ;
" A e P W48 WoWes ing the judge to recuse himself from the case.
%A»\ #ivipah IS roin SUN AND MOON Defense attorney Brooke Foley filed
i ; . o Klamath Falls é% Sunrise today 6:55 a.m. the motion last week, Contendlr,lg SpOka,ne
55/26 AR Sunset tonight 424 p.m. County Superior Court Judge Michael Price
y Sup g
§ Moonrise today 7:36 p.m. “can no longer appear impartial” in the case.
Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019 ~ Moonset today 11:00 a.m.

NATIONAL EXTREMES

Yesterday's National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 87° in Marathon, Fla. Low 2° in Yellowstone N.P, Wyo.

NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY

Last New First Full

DOCC

Nov19  Nov 26 Dec 11

Dec3

\é]déd_é (0
AN
Seattle

6/52

San)({l::anci
64/48

® Chihuahua
71/47

-10s -0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s

70s 80s 90s

NN NN {{{« - - - ~ m~y ™
NN S0 KRN

showers t-storms  rain flurries  snow ice

v _v_ v
v v

cold front

warm front  stationary front

high  low

Caleb Sharpe is charged with killing
one student and wounding three others
during the 2017 shootings at the rural high
school south of Spokane. He will be tried
as an adult.

KREM-TV reports that defense lawyers
contend the judge showed he was no lon-
ger impartial in comments about the case he
made in July, when he ruled Sharpe will be
tried as an adult. Sharpe was 15 at the time
of the shootings and is 18 now.

Victim sues ex-federal wildlife
official over sexual assault

BEND — A federal employee who was
sexually assaulted by her boss during a
conference in Sunriver is suing him for
$843,000.

The Bulletin reported the woman, a pub-
lic affairs officer with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, filed suit against Eric
Rickerson on Tuesday in Deschutes County
Circuit Court.

She’s seeking compensation from the
former federal administrator for sexual bat-
tery, civil harassment and intentional inflic-
tion of emotional distress.

Rickerson pleaded guilty Oct. 29 to

third-degree sexual assault, harassment,
coercion, intimidation and private inde-
cency. He is serving a 30-day jail term.

In July 2018, Rickerson attended a con-
ference with the victim and other agency
members. Authorities say he got drunk and
followed the victim to the condo where they
were staying. Prosecutors say he exposed
himself and touched her inappropriately.

Rickerson was the U.S. Department of
Fish and Wildlife Service’s state supervisor
for Washington.

Court blocks ban on flavored
cannabis vape products

PORTLAND — Both parts of Gov. Kate
Brown’s ban on flavored vape products are
now on hold, with the Court of Appeals
putting a stay on flavored cannabis vape
products.

The Oregonian/OregonLive reported the
Court of Appeals action Thursday came
in response to a suit by the Oakland-based
company Herban Industries against the Ore-
gon Liquor Control Commission.

A ban on flavored nicotine products has
been on hold for almost a month.

Brown moved to ban all flavored vape
products through executive order in Octo-
ber following two deaths from severe lung
illnesses connected to vaping. A total of 17
Oregonians have become ill, as of Nov. 12.

Nationwide, nearly 2,200 have fallen ill.

In assessing the company’s request to halt
the ban, the court determined the OLCC’s
ban would likely be overturned after judicial
review and that the ban would cause harm to
both the company and the public.

— Associated Press
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