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More than 15 years 
later, man arrested 
for failure to appear 

MORROW COUNTY 
— An Irri-
gon man 
was arrested 
Tuesday by 
the Mor-
row County 
S h e r i f f ’ s 
Offi ce on 
two out-
s t a n d i n g 
warrants after a traffi c stop 
on East Highway 730.

According to the sheriff’s 
offi ce, Esteban Lomas, 37, 
was pulled over for driving 
70 mph in a 55 mph zone. 
Police determined Lomas 
was driving with no opera-
tor’s license and that he had 
two outstanding bench war-
rants from cases dating back 
more than 15 years.

In 2002, Lomas was 
indicted for third-degree 
rape and for contributing to 
the sexual delinquency of 
a minor in April 2001. He 
failed to appear to court, and 

the case is still open.
In June 2001, he was 

indicted for introducing her-
oin and a switchblade to the 
Umatilla County Jail. He 
failed to appear in court for 
the case in 2002, and the 

case is still open.
Lomas is currently 

lodged at the Umatilla 
County Jail for two counts 
of failing to appear. His bail 
is set at $60,000.

— EO Media Group
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Hermiston High School student Casey Larsen patches XLR cables into the auditorium sound-

board during a dress rehearsal for the high school’s performance of “The Hamlet Thrill-ma-

geddon” on Wednesday afternoon. The show runs Nov. 15, 16, 22 and 23 at 7 p.m. in the 

Hermiston High School auditorium.

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

MISSION — Sally 
Kosey won in court to keep 
her place in tribal offi ce, and 
on Tuesday night, she won 
big at the ballot box.

Not only did Kosey win 
her race to become the next 
secretary of the Confeder-
ated Tribes of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation Board of 
Trustees, every board mem-
ber who was present for the 
vote to vacate Kosey’s seat 
also lost their election. 

Tuesday marked Election 
Day on the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, and tribal 
members decided on mem-
bers for the Board of Trust-
ees, the body that governs 
tribal affairs, and four offi -
cers for the General Council, 
a group that consists of every 
adult member of the CTUIR.

Voters cast their ballot 
amid an ongoing contro-
versy with Kosey, who was 
elected as a member-at-large 
in 2017.

In August, the board 
voted to declare her seat 
vacant after coming to the 
conclusion that she couldn’t 
serve because she lived out-
side current reservation 
boundaries.

The move effectively 
forced Kosey out of offi ce 
and spurred her to sue the 
trustees in Umatilla Tribal 
Court to regain her seat.

In October, a tribal judge 
granted her a restrain-
ing order that temporar-
ily restored her seat on the 
board, and both sides later 
came to a settlement that 
allowed Kosey to serve out 
the rest of her term.

A month 
later, all 
the board 
m e m b e r s 
who were 
present for 
the vote 
to vacate 
K o s e y ’ s 
seat — Board Chairman 
Gary Burke, Council Chair-
man Willie Sigo IV, Board 
Treasurer Doris Wheeler, 
and at-large members Aaron 
Ashley, Rosenda Shippen-
tower, and Woodrow Star 
— were defeated on Election 
Day.

• Both Kosey and Ashley 
sought the secretary posi-
tion, with Kosey coming out 
on top 487-314.

• The secretary position 
was open because sitting 
Secretary Kat Brigham ran 
against incumbent Chair-
man Burke. Brigham’s 
471 votes were more than 
enough to beat Burke and a 
third candidate.

• Wheeler was elected to 
the same year as Kosey, but 
she lost her bid for another 
term as treasurer to chal-
lenger Sandra Sampson.

• The chairman of the 
General Council also gets a 
vote on the board, and there 
was a four-way race for the 
seat. Sigo, the incumbent, 
and Star, the at-large mem-
ber, both lost to newcomer 
Lindsey Watchman.

• Seventeen candidates 
vied for four at-large spots 
on the board, with Ship-
pentower the only member 
to run for re-election. Her 
eighth place fi nish wasn’t 
high enough to make the 
cut. The top four vote getters 
are Corinne Sams, Armand 

Minthorn, Jill-Marie Gavin 
and Boots Pond.

• The other incumbents 
on the Board of Trustees and 
General Council — Board 
Vice-Chair Jeremy Wolf, 
Council Vice-Chair Michael 
Ray Johnson, Council Sec-
retary Shawna Gavin, and 
Council Interpreter Thomas 
Morning Owl — were 
re-elected.

In the process of send-
ing six new members to the 
Board of Trustees, tribal vot-
ers hit some new milestones.

When the new Board of 
Trustees is sworn in on Dec. 
4, the majority of its mem-
bers will be women. That’s 
the fi rst time in CTUIR 
history there’s been more 
women then men on the 
board, a fact confi rmed by 
tribal spokesman Chuck 
Sams.

Sams said Brigham will 
be only the second woman 
to serve as board chairman, 
and the fi rst in more than 60 
years.

The court never came 
to a permanent decision on 
Kosey’s eligibility for offi ce 
before the election, but tribal 
voters could settle the issue.

Sams said the CTUIR 
will hold a vote in March 
to amend the tribal consti-
tution to defi ne the reser-
vation’s boundaries by the 
lines drawn in the Treaty of 
1855 instead of the reserva-
tion’s current, or “dimin-
ished,” boundaries, although 
an exact date and ballot lan-
guage hasn’t been set yet.

Kosey’s home in the 
city of Pendleton is within 
the treaty’s boundaries 
but is not located on the 
current reservation.

Kosey wins CTUIR election

Kosey
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PORTLAND — Jared 
Elias Case is heading to fed-
eral prison for repeatedly 
assaulting his then-signifi cant 
other on the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation.

The U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce 
for Oregon announced the 
prison sentence Tuesday in a 
news release. State and federal 
court records show Case, 26, is 
a member of the Confederated 
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, and he and the 
victim lived on the reservation 
near Pendleton. Case on July 
19 punched her in the face, 
according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Offi ce, breaking her nose 
and causing other injuries.

The Umatilla County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Offi ce con-

victed Case of misdemeanor 
fourth-degree assault, and the 
Umatilla Tribal Court issued 
a protective order prohibited 
Case from having contact 
with the victim pending a full 
hearing.

But federal court docu-
ments revealed Case on Aug. 
23 went to a party with the vic-
tim in violation of the protec-
tion order. He began drinking 
and started arguing with her.

“While she was seated in 
a chair, Case put his hands 
around her neck and stran-
gled her until she blacked 
out,” according to the U.S. 
Attorney’s Offi ce. “When she 
regained consciousness, she 
got up to leave. Case followed 
her outside, grabbed her by 
the shoulders and repeatedly 
punched her in the face until 

she again lost consciousness.”
Assistant U.S. Attorney 

Jennifer Martin prosecuted the 
case. In court documents, she 
stated Case broke the victim’s 
nose for the second time in a 
month, ran away and left her 
unconscious in the driveway 
until medics responded to a 
call from the neighbors.

Case later turned himself 
in to the Umatilla Tribal Police 
Department; and on July 9 
pleaded guilty to one count of 
assault by strangulation.

Martin recommended the 
37 months in prison. Such a 
term, she stated in a docu-
ment to the court, “takes into 
account the nature and seri-
ousness of the offense, and 
Case’s escalating assaultive 
conduct.”

Tribal court in 2014 con-

victed Case of misdemeanor 
domestic violence assault, 
according to Martin’s recom-
mendation, and he served fi ve 
days in jail in 2015 for violat-
ing his probation and 60 days 
in jail in 2017 for a second vio-
lation. Little more than a year 
later, Martin told the court, 
Case began punching and 
strangling the victim in the lat-
est case.

As part of his plea agree-
ment, Case will pay court-or-
dered restitution to his victim. 
A hearing to determine the 
amount of restitution is on the 
federal court schedule for Feb. 
10, 2020.

The Umatilla Tribal Police 
Department and FBI Port-
land’s Safe Trails Task Force 
investigated the case.

The U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce 

also described domestic vio-
lence as a serious violent crime 
that includes physical and 
emotional abuse.

“It is frequently hidden 
from public view,” according 
to the statement. “Many sur-
vivors suffer in silence, afraid 
to seek help or not knowing 
where to turn. The traumatic 
effects of domestic violence 
also extend beyond the abused 
person, impacting family 
members and communities.”

If you or someone you 
know are in immediate dan-
ger, please call 911.

If you need assistance or 
know someone who needs 
help, contact the National 
Domestic Violence Hotline at 
1-800-799-7233. Many com-
munities throughout the coun-
try have developed support 

networks to assist survivors in 
the process of recovery.

The StrongHearts Native 
Helpline offers culturally spe-
cifi c support and advocacy for 
American Indian and Alaska 
Native survivors of domestic 
violence. Call the helpline at 
1-844-762-8483 or visit www.
strongheartshelpline.org for 
more information.

The Safe Trails Task Force 
unites FBI and federal, state, 
local and tribal law enforce-
ment agencies in a collab-
orative effort to combat the 
growth of crime in Indian 
country. The task force allows 
participating agencies to com-
bine limited resources and 
increase investigative coordi-
nation in Indian country to tar-
get violent crime, drugs, gangs 
and gaming violations.

Pendleton-area man gets 37 months for domestic violence 

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

HERMISTON — In 
the year since Sidney Nevil 
started working for Vern’s 
Food Service Distribution in 
Hermiston, he has frequently 
needed time off of work to 
attend to his duties in the 
National Guard.

His boss, Fred 
Ledezma, has always been 
understanding.

“Sometimes it’s been last 
minute, and without ques-
tion, he says, ‘I’ll see you 
when you get back,’” Nevil 
said.

It’s something Nevil has 
been grateful for. Flexible 
and supportive employers 
like Ledezma, he said, greatly 
relieve stress for Guard mem-
bers as they try to juggle their 
employment and their duty to 
their country.

On Wednesday, Ledezma 
was recognized with the 
Seven Seals award from 
the Department of Defense, 
after Nevil nominated him 

for consideration.
The award is charac-

terized as the “broadest 
and most inclusive award” 
given by the department’s 
Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve program. 
The ESGR was established 
in 1972 to foster more sup-
port of reserves by their civil-
ian employers, and to help 
service members and their 
employers navigate diffi cul-
ties caused by their military 
commitments.

Jerry Carlson, an ESGR 
military outreach coordinator 
in Hermiston, said National 
Guard members have more 
training, deployments and 
other demands on their time 
than they used to — making 
it more important than ever 
that employers be willing to 
hire and support soldiers.

“Some employers are not 
very supportive,” he said 
during an informal presen-
tation ceremony Wednesday 
afternoon.

He said that Vern’s Food 
Service Distribution and 

Ledezma would be held up 
as a “prime example” of 
support.

Ledezma has worked for 
the company for 27 years, 
and serves as its warehouse 
manager and driver manager. 
The company distributes 
wholesale food, beverages 
and supplies throughout Ore-
gon and Washington, accord-
ing to its website.

Ledezma said he believes 
it is important to hire peo-
ple currently serving in the 
National Guard and veterans, 
to gain from their experience 
and give them new skills 
and experience in return. It’s 
something he has tried to do 
throughout his career there.

“I believe they have a lot 
to contribute,” he said.

He said he was honored to 
receive the award recogniz-
ing his support of the ESGR’s 
mission.

“When they were explain-
ing to me, I thought it was 
beautiful,” he said. “It’s 
nice to be recognized in 
the community.”

Hermiston business recognized 
by Department of Defense

‘The Hamlet Thrill-ma-geddon’

This is real dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company  

that helps pay for over 350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

AW19-1034

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. 
This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197

Call now to get this FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125 dental50plus.com/25

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY
BACK – GUARANTEED!

FINANCING*

SENIOR &

MILITARY

DISCOUNTS0
% %

OFF15
AND!

CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 
License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# 
H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Regis-
tration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

1-855-536-8838FREE ESTIMATES!

*Contact us for additional details

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat:  
8am-5pm. Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

This collaboration between the East 
Oregonian and the Heritage Station 

Museum has created an opportunity for 
the museum to sell 100 copies with 100% 

of the proceeds going to the museum.

The East Oregonian & Heritage Station Museum 

invites you to attend the:

UMATILLA COUNTY 
MEMORIES BOOK 

LAUNCH

• Snacks & Beverages
Provided

• Free Holiday Gift 
Wrap w/ Purchase

BE FIRST IN LINE TO 
GET YOUR BOOK!

 Saturday, Nov. 23rd 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Heritage Station Museum

11/14
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
Showing Wednesday @ 12p

North by Northwest 
Doctor Sleep (R)
3:20p* 6:30p 9:40p

Last Christmas (PG13)
4:40p 7:00p 9:30p

Midway (PG13)
3:50p* 6:50p 9:50p

Terminator: Dark Fate (R)
4:00p 10:00p

Maleficent: Mistress of 
Evil (PG)
4:00p 10:00p

Ford v Ferrari (PG13)
6:40p

Charlie’s Angels (PG13)
7:00p


