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Trooper describes car’s plunge off Hells Canyon road

Donald Jordan’s

SUV went off
Kleinschmidt
Grade on Nov. 5

By CHRIS COLLINS
EO Media Group

BAKER CITY — A
Portland man, who was seri-
ously injured when his vehi-
cle landed in the bottom of
a ravine off Kleinschmidt
Grade on the Idaho side of
Hells Canyon last week, is
no longer a patient at St.
Alphonsus Medical Cen-
ter in Boise, Mark Snider,
hospital spokesman, said
Tuesday.

Snider had no other
details about the condition of
the victim, 44-year-old Don-
ald B. Jordan.

He was trapped in his
2011 Chevy Tahoe overnight
after he drove off the left
shoulder of the steep wind-
ing road, about 75 miles east
of Baker City, and rolled to

Department, ABT Towing
and the Idaho State Police
also were involved in the

Nov. 6 when he received a
call reporting the single-ve-
hicle crash.

the bottom of the ravine the rescue. Fisher said Jordan went
night of Now. 5. Idaho State  Trooper off the road about 8:30 p.m.
Jordan was rescued early Andrew Fisher, resident Tuesday about 1.8 miles up

the next morning by mem-
bers of the Baker County
Sheriff’s Search and Res-
cue Team and other volun-
teers from the Halfway and
Oxbow areas. Members of
the Adams County Sheriff’s

trooper at Meridian, pro-
vided a few more details of
the crash and rescue effort
in an email to the Baker City
Herald.

The rescue effort got
underway about 1:30 a.m. on

the grade. The unpaved road
starts at the Snake River
Road below Oxbow and
leads to Cuprum, Idaho.
Fisher said Jordan was
traveling with a friend,
whose name was not avail-

Idaho State Police Photo
Donald B. Jordan’s Chevrolet Tahoe SUV after it plunged off the Kleinschmidt Grade on the Ida-
ho side of Hells Canyon. The Tahoe rolled to the bottom of the ravine the night of Nov. 5, 2019.

able in time for this story.
The friend, who was in a
separate vehicle, began look-
ing for Jordan after Jordan
failed to arrive at their hunt-
ing camp.

Jordan and his crashed
Chevy Tahoe were found at
about 12:30 a.m. at the bot-
tom of a ravine. Once he
and his vehicle were found,
a GPS spot locator was
activated and emergency

resources notified,
Fisher said.

Jordan was trapped in his
vehicle for about nine hours,
Fisher said.

The Baker County Search
and Rescue Team was acti-
vated at 2 a.m. to help bring
Jordan up the steep grade.

Sheriff Travis Ash and
SAR members responded
and began a technical rope
rescue to reach Jordan.

were

Idaho State Police Photo
Donald B. Jordan was trapped in his 2011 Chevy Tahoe over-
night after he drove off the left shoulder of the steep wind-
ing Kleinschmidt Grade on the Idaho side of Hells Canyon,
about 75 miles east of Baker City.

The SAR team and volun-
teers with the Halfway Fire
and Halfway-Oxbow Ambu-
lance worked together using
a rope-and-winch system to
carry Jordan up the hillside.

Jordan next was taken
by ground ambulance to
Hells Canyon Park where
an air ambulance was wait-
ing to transport him to Saint
Alphonsus Medical Center
in Boise, Idaho.
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Push to remove redistricting
from Oregon Legislature

Associated Press

SALEM — Oregon vot-
ers may be asked next year to
take the redrawing of congres-
sional and legislative boundar-
ies out of the hands of elected
politicians.

Oregon Public Broadcast-
ing reports a coalition that
includes a variety of politi-
cal and government watch-
dog groups on Tuesday said
they are filing three proposed
initiatives that would create a
nonpartisan citizens panel to
handle redistricting for con-
gressional and legislative seats
in Oregon following the 2020
census.

Norman Turrill, an Ore-
gon League of Women Vot-
ers official and a chief sponsor
of the measures, said legisla-
tors shouldn’t control a pro-
cess that can play an important
role in determining who wins
elections.

“The Legislature has a con-

flict of interest in the process,”
Turrill said, “and they would
be tempted to bias the results
to favor one party or another.”

In addition to the League
of Women Voters, the coali-
tion backing the bill includes
Common Cause of Oregon,
OSPIRG, the Independent
Party of Oregon, the Oregon
Progressive Party, the Ore-
gon Farm Bureau and the Tax-
payer Association of Oregon.

However, the coalition
could run into opposition from
groups aligned with the Dem-
ocratic legislative majority,
which now controls redistrict-
ing in Oregon.

One warning signal came
from Our Oregon, a Port-
land-based group that coor-
dinates  political  activity
among labor unions, social
justice groups, environmen-
talists and other left-of-center

organizations.
Becca Uherbelau, Our
Oregon’s executive  direc-

BRIEFLY

tor, said she was concerned
the proposed 12-member cit-
izens commission would be
less accountable to voters
and not reflect the concerns
of the most under-represented
voters.

“Right now,” she said, “it
looks like a cookie-cutter solu-
tion in search of a problem.”

The proposed measure
follows the basic approach
adopted by California voters
in 2010. The Oregon proposal
calls for the commission to be
equally divided among regis-
tered Democrats, Republicans
and those who don’t belong
to either of those parties. A
panel of three state admin-
istrative law judges would
winnow down a list of appli-
cants to include a pool of 150
people. Out of that pool, six
commissioners would be ran-
domly selected — and those
six would in turn choose
the remaining six from the
judge-selected applicants.
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Bend man arraigned on
attempted murder charges

BEND — A S5l-year-old man is facing
attempted murder charges in connection with
an alleged argument that ended in the shoot-
ing of another man.

The Bulletin reported Christopher Honey
was arraigned Tuesday in Deschutes County
Circuit Court.

The judge assigned Honey a public
defender and set bail at $260,000.

At about 2:46 p.m. Saturday, police were
called to a shooting at the 3 Sisters Equine
Rescue.

Ben Goodwin had been hit in the back and
head with birdshot and was taken to a hospital
with nonlife-threatening injuries.

A probable cause affidavit says Honey told
police he and his friend Goodwin were watch-
ing a college football game when an argument
erupted that turned physical.

The affidavit says Goodwin told police
Honey threatened to kill him before going to
get a shotgun and that Goodwin was shot as
he tried to flee.

Man gets 15 years for dragging
worker by hair, stealing safe

PORTLAND — A 39-time convicted
felon racked up six more felony convictions
Tuesday for dragging a Southeast Portland
BottleDrop employee by the hair to a back
office, and then fleeing with a safe containing
thousands of dollars.

The  Oregonian/OregonLive  reported
47-year-old Gerald Greenwood Jr. was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison for his latest
crimes. His prison term also includes time for
robbing a BottleDrop in Gresham and driving
away with a safe full of more than $45,000.

Greenwood and two accomplices wore
masks during both robberies at the can and
bottle redemption centers in 2018.

Police linked Greenwood to the first rob-
bery after the safe he stole came tumbling out
of his car trunk on a freeway off-ramp on the
day of the heist.

Greenwood pleaded guilty to being a felon
in possession of a gun, kidnapping, assault,
burglary and two counts of robbery.

— Associated Press
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CORRECTION: In the Page A3 story “Round-Up Association applies for $100K
grant,” published Tuesday, Nov. 12, the story misstated the the amount the Pendleton Devel-
opment Commission allocated for road repair. The commission allocated $1.475 million.
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