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As Paradise rebullds, a divide over safety a year after fire

California town
rebuilding after
wildfire killed
85 people

By DON THOMPSON
Associated Press

PARADISE, Calif.
— There was “no way in
hell” Victoria Sinclaire was
rebuilding in Paradise.

She’d thought she was
going to die during the six
hours it took her to escape
the deadliest and most
destructive wildfire in Cal-
ifornia history.

Sinclaire and tens of
thousands of others in
nearby communities fled the
wind-whipped inferno that
killed 85 people and inciner-
ated roughly 19,000 homes,
businesses and other build-
ings on Nov. §, 2018.

Despite her vow to stay
away, Sinclaire’s family was
one of the first to rebuild,
braving the enduring threat
of wildfires, and now,
repeated power outages as
the nation’s largest utility
tries to prevent its equip-
ment from sparking blazes
on windy days like it did in
Paradise a year ago.

Weeks after the wildfire,
Sinclaire had an epiphany.
She returned to the ruins of
her home and felt more at
peace than any time since
fleeing the flames, even as
she stood in the ashes of her
living room.

“I want people to see that
Paradise is a place to return
home to,” Sinclaire said.
“The scars run deep here,
but so do the roots that help
it grow.”
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Bill Husa plants a new tree to replace trees lost in last year’s Camp Fire that destroyed his
home in Paradise, Calif. Husa’s home is one of nearly 9,000 Paradise homes destroyed in the
deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California history.

“Rebuilding the Ridge”
is a rallying cry on signs
around town, evoking the
beauty and peril of rebuild-
ing on a wind-swept jut of
land poking out of the Sierra
Nevada and begging the
question: Will the commu-
nity be safer this time?

Sinclaire’s home is one
of just nine that have been
rebuilt, but the town is on
track to issue 500 building
permits by year’s end.

About 3,000 people
have returned, but the town
is now largely populated
with travel trailers. They’re
parked on lots scraped clean
of more than 3.66 million
tons of charred and toxic
ruins, the equivalent of four
Golden Gate bridges or
twice the tonnage that was
removed from the World
Trade Center site.

“When you drive around,
you don’t see all the car-
casses anymore of the
houses and the cars,” town
councilman Michael Zucco-
lillo said. “You’d hear ham-
mers and chain saws and
nail guns.”

Wildfire mitigation con-
sultant Zeke Lunder fears
Paradise is setting itself up
for another disaster.

“As we saw in the Camp
Fire, the town’s really well
set up to kill people with
wildfire,” said Lunder, who
lives in nearby Chico.

The five routes out of
town quickly became grid-
locked with traffic, aban-
doned vehicles and downed
power poles during the
blaze. Half the town’s roads
are privately owned, many
of them narrow, dead-end
tracks leading through

small, densely forested lots.

To make the town safe,
officials would have to start
fresh with a new grid of
interconnected streets and
alleys, spend millions a year
to keep brush and trees in
check, and force homeown-
ers to keep their properties
clear, Lunder said.

“We’re not going to keep
fires from burning through
Paradise, so whatever they
build up there should be
something that can survive
a wildfire,” Lunder said.
“But just building a bunch
of wooden houses out in the
brush, we already saw what
happened.”

Paradise officials have
taken steps to make the
town more fire resistant as
it rebuilds but stopped short
of the stringent restrictions
adopted by several fire-

prone Southern California
communities. They adopted
only seven of 15 proposed
fire safety standards.

Council members
rejected a plan to ban com-
bustible materials within 5
feet of homes until it would
allow plants. Policing peo-
ple’s plants, Zuccolillo said,
would “kind of go against
the fabric of our town. ... We
don’t want big government
telling us what to do.”

Improving  evacuation
routes and emergency warn-
ings are still under consider-
ation, while city leaders last
month required people to
remove hazardous trees that
could fall into a public right
of way.

California’s growing
homelessness crisis is one
reason there is little talk of
prohibiting construction in
high-risk areas like Para-
dise. Rural areas are gen-
erally much more afford-
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company workmen bury utility lines
in Paradise, Calif. Investigators say faulty electrical lines
owned by PG&E ignited tinder-dry vegetation that resulted
in the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California
history. The company is now burying their power lines un-
derground.

able than cities like San
Francisco and Los Angeles,
which face their own dan-
gers from earthquakes, fires
and rising oceans.

More than 2.7 million
Californians live in areas
at very high risk for wild-
fires, according to an Asso-
ciated Press analysis of cen-
sus data and state fire maps.
Nearly 180 cities and towns
are in the very high hazard
areas.

Timothy Ingalsbee, exec-
utive director of Firefight-
ers United for Safety, Ethics
and Ecology, said clearing
trees is usually counterpro-
ductive because the weeds
and brush that grow back in
open areas are more flam-
mable than the mature trees
they replace.

“We have the technology
and the know-how to build
homes that are less flamma-
ble. We have no ability to do
that to the forests,” he said.

IN BRIEF

Turkey captures
al-Baghdadi’s wife

ANKARA, Turkey —
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan says Turkey
has captured a wife of the
slain leader of the Islamic

State group, Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi.
Erdogan  made  the

announcement in the capi-
tal of Ankara on Wednesday
but gave no other details.
He did not say when or how
the woman was captured or
identify her by name.

Al-Baghdadi was known
to have four wives.

Erdogan’s announcement
comes just days after Turk-
ish forces captured al-Bagh-
dadi’s elder sister, as Ras-
miya Awad, in Syria.

Dems withdraw
subpoena for
ex-WH adviser

WASHINGTON —
House = Democrats  say
they’ve withdrawn a sub-
poena for testimony from
the former deputy national
security adviser as part of
their impeachment inquiry.

The Democrats say that
they have no plans to try
to compel the testimony of
Charles Kupperman as the
pace of the impeachment
inquiry quickens, with pub-
lic hearings scheduled to
begin next week.

Kupperman may have
listened in on the July call
between President Donald
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Trump and the Ukrainian
president that sparked the
impeachment inquiry.

Iraq protesters
storm bridge

BAGHDAD — Anti-gov-
ernment protesters in Iraq
stormed a fourth bridge
Wednesday in central Bagh-
dad, where security forces
pushed them back with
batons and tear gas, wound-
ing dozens, and a medic was
killed near another bridge
while aiding demonstrators.

The military called on the
protesters to stop blocking
roads and ports, and it vowed
to arrest those responsible.
The U.S. Embassy urged the
government to “engage seri-
ously and urgently” with the
demonstrators.

Cartel violence
flares in Mexico

SAN DIEGO — As drug
cartel violence flares in
Mexico, a Trump program
that forces asylum seekers
to wait south of the border is
under scrutiny.

About 55,000 immigrants
have been forced to wait in
Mexico under the “remain
in Mexico” program. The
Department of Homeland
Security says the program
is “an indispensable tool in
addressing the ongoing cri-
sis at the southern border
and restoring integrity to the
immigration system.”

— Associated Press
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McConnell, Trump joined for 2020, despite setback

Top Republicans
keep focus on
winning Kentucky

By LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Their man in Kentucky
may be losing, but Pres-
ident Donald Trump and
Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell aren’t
letting Gov. Matt Bevin’s
election fortunes alter their
own pact to win the state

together in 2020.

Trump started the affir-
mation early, tweeting his
in the GOP
leader Wednesday morn-
arrived
later at the White House to
celebrate one of their major
accomplishments: stacking
the federal courts with the
president’s judges, a funda-
mental priority of conser-
vative evangelical Republi-

confidence

ing. McConnell

can voters.

Bevin’s fate, despite the
efforts by McConnell and
Trump to prop him up,
seemed to have only made

their dependence stronger.

“Based on the Kentucky
results, Mitch McConnell
. will win BIG in Ken-

tucky next year!” Trump
predicted.
At the White House cer-

emony, Trump singled out
McConnell for his role in
securing the judicial con-
senator
received a long ovation and

firmations. The

returned the nod.
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“Mr. President, this
is one of the many ways
youre helping to make
America great again,”
McConnell said.

The president’s optimis-
tic outlook, though, met a
countervailing assessment
in Washington: Democrats,
with their surprise show-
ing in the Southern states
in Tuesday’s elections, are
gaining ground, particu-
larly in suburban swing
areas that are slipping out
of reach for the GOP.

These are the head-
winds facing McConnell, a
consistently unpopular pol-
itician at home who 1is vil-
ified by Democrats nation-
ally as the face of Trump’s
party in Congress, running
perhaps his most difficult
re-election campaign yet.

The ascent of Demo-
crat Andy Beshear as a
governor in Trump Coun-
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AP Photo/Susan Walsh
President Donald Trump, left, hugs Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell of Ky., right, as he comes up on stage
during a campaign rally in Lexington, Ky., on Monday.

try could provide an open-
ing for Amy McGrath, a
Marine fighter pilot and
a favorite of Democrats
nationally, who has already
raised more than $10 mil-
lion toward her bid to top-
ple the Senate leader.
McGrath told The Asso-
ciated Press that people
voted for Trump because
“Kentuckians are so fed up
about the dysfunction,” a
system that’s not working.
“It’s Mitch McConnell
that built that system,” she
said. “You can’t drain the
swamp unless you get rid

of Mitch McConnell.”
Republican allies of
McConnell acknowledge

the historic flip in Ken-
tucky, with an unexpected
surge in voter turnout, but
scoff at any suggestion that
the Senate leader faces any
real trouble at home.

Just 5,000 votes behind,

the governor has asked for
a recanvass, and because
the election results are
inside the margin for a
recount in most states, The
Associated Press has not
yet called the race.

Scott Jennings, a Repub-
lican strategist with ties
to McConnell, said there
was a “branding problem
in Kentucky. But not the
GOP. All the Republicans
won except Bevin. So the
problem was his alone.”

Strategists of both par-
ties say Kentucky remains
a GOP stronghold and
McConnell, a steely pol-
itician with a fine-tuned
political machine, is far
from the most vulnerable
of incumbent senators next
year.

What’s become increas-
ingly clear, though, is that
McConnell needs Trump
more than ever, which is
one reason he was seen
spending much of this week
at the president’s side.

McConnell flew with
Trump on Air Force One to
arally for Bevin in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky. On Tuesday,
McConnell faced the cam-
eras in Washington to pre-
dict that even if the House
votes to impeach Trump,
the Senate will not convict
him and Trump will still be
president.

Trump remains popular
in Kentucky and McCon-
nell, needs the president’s
supporters to supplement
his own base of establish-
ment Republicans.
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