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Anger rises as California utility imposes more blackouts

By DON THOMPSON
AND JOCELYN GECKER
Associated Press

SANTA ROSA, Calif.
— Frustration and anger
mounted across Northern
California as the state’s big-
gest utility began another
round of fire-prevention
blackouts  Tuesday that
could leave millions of peo-
ple without electricity, some
for five days or longer.

The shut-offs, aimed at
keeping windblown electri-
cal equipment from spark-
ing wildfires, came as fire
crews raced to contain two
major blazes in Northern and
Southern California before
the winds picked up again.
The fires have destroyed
dozens of homes in Sonoma
County wine country and in
the hills of Los Angeles.

Pacific Gas & Electric
Corp. said its latest blackout
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would affect about 1.5 mil-
lion people in 29 counties. At
the same time, about 1 mil-
lion people were still without
power Tuesday after a shut-
off over the weekend that
affected nearly 2.7 million.
The blackout Tuesday
was PG&E’s third in a week
and the fourth in a month. It
included the Sierra Nevada
foothills and parts of well-
to-do Marin County, popu-
lation 260,000, north of San
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Francisco. Many people in
Marin have been without
power since Saturday.

People  searched  for
places to charge cellphones
and stocked up on ice after
PG&E gave warning.

Petaluma resident Scotty
Richardson, whose lights
went out Saturday, said the
prospect that power might not
be restored for days makes
him “furious, furious.”

He vented frustration

over the on-again, off-again
outages but also anger at
the utility’s role in causing
deadly fires in the past, and
apparently sparking some of
this season’s blazes.

“PG&E can’t figure out
how to deliver power reli-
ably without killing people,”
he said. “This is more than
three strikes — it’s a failure
of epic proportions.”

Gov. Gavin Newsom and
top utility regulators have

HERMISTON

Put Your money where Your Life is. Think Local. Shop Hermiston.

e

hermistonchamber.com
(541) 567-6151

accused the company of mis-
managing its power system
and failing for decades to
make the investments needed
to make it more durable or to
plan for such outages.

PG&E officials have
acknowledged shortcomings
in managing the shut-offs,
including a crash of its web-
site, and say they are learn-
ing from each blackout how
to be more precise when
they turn off the power.
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to advertise on
the Hermiston
Chamber page

Please Contact
Jeanne Jewett
541-564-4531 or
Audra Workman
541-564-4538.
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Complete Collection Service
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No Collection ® No Fee
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461 E. Main
Hermiston, OR 97838
(541 ) 289-9107

www.creditsinc.com
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541-28 9-5015 ¢ www.mcpcoop.com
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LOVELL

Certified Public Accountant, LLC
541-567-1780

www.carolleenlovell.com
635 SE 4th St.

* PO Box 747
Hermiston, OR 97838

P4 & M(
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“Proudly serving & investing in
the future of our communities”
Hwy 395 ¢ Hermiston

541-567-5572
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GIVE BACK TO
YOUR
COMMUNITY!

HOME + COMMERCIAL
24 HOUR EMERGENCY
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CaninG & RESTO“AT'ON
541-567- 3781 * 1-800-238-1223
905 Diagonal * Hermiston
www.osokleen.com

Our office is
located at

1055 S. Hwy 395,
Ste 111
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* Printing

541.567.8073
53 W Beebe Ave, Hermiston, OR
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Hermiston's Best Value in all Eyewear

EYEWEAR

541-567-3790
298 E. Gladys Ave * Hermiston, OR
www.affordablefamilyeyewear.com
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FINANCIAL

Financial Planning & Investment Services

285 E Hurlburt Ave., Hermiston, OR
541-567-3100
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www.UmatillaElectric.com
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750 W. Elm Ave.
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BOARDMAN OFFICE
400 N.E. Eldrige Drive
Boardman, OR 97818

» Workers' Comp Insurance S
» Safety/Risk Consulting
e Human Resource Consulting
» Payroll & Tax Administration
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WWW.BARRETTBUSINESS.COM

1055 S. Hwy 395, Ste 333 © Hermiston

» Staffing & Talent Acquisition

541.567.9670

202 N. Main St, Ste 4 » Boardman
541.481.2666



