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Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

TODAY

61° 44°

66° 47°

Mostly cloudy and 

cool

FRIDAY

Cool with clouds 

and sun

62° 41°

67° 43°

SATURDAY

Sun and some 

clouds

65° 37°

69° 36°

SUNDAY

Brilliant sunshine

69° 43°

71° 39°

MONDAY

75° 51°

78° 54°

Sunshine and 

pleasant

First Full Last New

Oct 5 Oct 13 Oct 21 Oct 27

Boardman SW 6-12 WSW 8-16
Pendleton WSW 4-8 WSW 8-16

WINDS (in mph)

 Today Fri.

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2019

Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

High 104° in Jasper, Ala. Low 2° in Bridgeport, Calif.
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PENDLETON through 3 p.m. yest.

HERMISTON through 3 p.m. yest.

Yesterday 62°  29°
Normals 70°  44°
Records 91° (1932) 29° (2019)

Yesterday 63°  28°
Normals 72°  42°
Records 87° (1943) 27° (1950)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.00"
Normal month to date 0.07"
Year to date 10.85"
Last year to date 6.53"
Normal year to date 9.01"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.00"
Normal month to date 0.04"
Year to date 4.76"
Last year to date 5.15"
Normal year to date 6.60"

Sunrise today   6:55 a.m.
Sunset tonight   6:32 p.m.
Moonrise today   12:47 p.m.
Moonset today   9:59 p.m.
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CORRECTIONS: In the Sept. 27 article “Reopening habitat,” the story mischaracterized the 
management for the removal of the Reith Dam. The dam removal was a Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservation project, and the CTUIR provided the majority of the fund-
ing for the Dillon Dam project. The article also stated the removal of a bridge on Wildhorse 
Creek benefits salmon. It is primarily to benefit steelhead, which are considered trout.

350,000 OHP members to 
have choice of coverage plans

SALEM — As the state rolls out the next 
phase of its coordinated care system, 350,000 
Oregon Health Plan members will have a 
choice of coverage plans for the first time.

Another 100,000 members will have to 
move to a new coordinated care organization.

Oregon’s new system of CCOs is no lon-
ger strictly tied to county boundaries, so 
some CCOs overlap and some areas are cov-
ered by a new CCO. That means a third of 
Oregon’s one million OHP members get to 
select between a list of available plans, and 
100,000 will be enrolled in a new CCO.

Oregon Health Authority Director Patrick 
Allen said the state is mailing postcards to let 
people know which CCO will provide their 
care.

“We’ve tried to match their primary care 
providers and their behavioral health pro-
viders to assign people to a coordinated care 
organization,” Allen said.

“But some people may have unusual cir-
cumstances where there’s a particular kind of 
a specialist or something like that, then we 
might have missed that and that would be the 
kind of thing they’d want to correct.”

If people want to change plans, they can 
contact the state starting Oct. 17 at 1-877-
647-0027 or by reaching out online. If they’re 
happy with their current CCO, they don’t 
have to do anything.

Oregon officials report 3 
more cases of vaping illness

SALEM — Another three cases of 
severe lung illnesses connected to vaping 
have been reported, state health officials 
said Tuesday, bringing the total to eight.

Two Oregon victims have died, the 
Oregon Health Authority said last week. 
That escalation in the epidemic’s impact 
on Oregon prompted the state, lawmakers 
and Gov. Kate Brown to launch a blitz of 
anti-vaping messaging, including calls for 
action.

“Public Health Warning: Stop using 
vaping products,” a state website tracking 
the epidemic says, a blanket plea that peo-
ple stop using e-cigarettes, whether they 
contain nicotine or THC, the high-inducing 
chemical in marijuana.

The five victims Oregon officials 
reported last week all shopped at legal 
retail marijuana stores, health officials have 
said. A health authority spokesman did not 
say if the three new cases did, too.

The state on Friday proposed a six-
month ban on vaping products, part of a 
six-point list of options for the governor’s 
consideration for stemming the tide of ill-
nesses. Public education and increased 
access to resources for quitting nicotine 
were among the other options.

— Oregon Public Broadcasting and 
Associated Press

By SABRINA 
THOMPSON AND  

DICK MASON
EO Media Group

LA GRANDE — Depu-
ties from the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office arrested an 
Imbler resident in connec-
tion to four fires that were 
started in the last month in 
the Imbler and Summerville 
areas of the county.

Kael C. Knight, 19, 
was arrested Sept. 25 by 
UCSO and charged with 
four counts of arson II 
and one count of tamper-
ing with physical evidence, 
according to a press release 
from UCSO. Knight was 
arraigned in the Union 
County Superior Court the 
following day.

Imbler Rural Fire Chief 
Mike Barry said the recent 
string of fires seemed to be 
escalating toward a more 
public threat.

According to court doc-
uments and Barry, the 
first fire was on Sept. 4 on 
Hull Road in Imbler and 
destroyed a barn and a hay-

stack; a second fire at 67214 
Brooks Road in Imbler was 
reported just after midnight 
on Sept. 21 and destroyed 
a barn built in the 1880s; a 
third fire at 64703 Court-
ney Lane in Summer-
ville destroyed an aban-
doned home the evening of 
Sept. 21; and the fourth fire 
caused smoke damage and 
moderate structural damage 

on Sept. 24 to a warehouse 
at 410 Railroad Ave, Imbler.

Nobody was hurt in the 
fires. All were put out by the 
Imbler Rural Fire Depart-
ment with help from the 
Elgin and La Grande rural 
fire departments.

Knight’s bail has been 
set at $250,000. He can 
pay 10% of it to be released 
under the standard release 

agreement with additional 
regulations. Knight is to 
have no contact with the 
properties that were dam-
aged or their owners, he has 
a curfew of 7 p.m. to 6 a.m., 
and he will be monitored by 
a GPS system, according to 
Judge Thomas Powers.

The state, represented by 
attorney Greg Baxter, had 
requested bail to be set at 

$500,000 due to the threat 
they believe Knight poses 
to public safety. Judge Pow-
ers said because of Knight’s 
ties to the community, hav-
ing lived in the area his 
entire life and having fam-
ily in Elgin and La Grande, 
in addition to the lack of 
funds the currently unem-
ployed high school student 
has, that amount would be 
unconstitutional. However, 
because of the escalating 
nature of the alleged arson, 
Powers set the bail above 
the standard $45,000.

The counts of arson are 
Class C felonies, which 

carry a maximum sentence 
of five years in jail and 
$125,000 if the defendant 
is found guilty. Tampering 
with evidence is a Class A 
misdemeanor that carries a 
maximum sentence of one 
year in jail and a fine up to 
$6,250, according to Ore-
gon laws.

Knight has requested 
counsel and has until Oct. 
4 at 4:30 p.m. to request a 
preliminary hearing. The 
state, should it choose to 
continue prosecution, has 
the option of bringing the 
case before a grand jury for  
an indictment.

Imbler resident arrested, charged with arson
Kael Knight faces 
multiple charges 
stemming from 
incidents in rural 
Union County
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An abandoned house on Courtney Lane in Summerville was one of four buildings damaged 

or destroyed in a series of fires in the Imbler and Summerville area since Sept. 4, 2019. An 

Imbler resident has been arrested and charged with arson in connection to the fires.

BRIEFLY
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An abandoned barn built in the 1880s and a car on Brooks 

Road in Imbler were destroyed, and were among in a series 

of fires in the Imbler and Summerville area from Sept. 4, 

2019, until earlier this week.

By CLAIRE 
WITHYCOMBE

Oregon Capital Bureau

SALEM — A state coun-
cil formed to improve Ore-
gonians’ access to govern-
ment records has endorsed a 
slate of reforms to make the 
state’s public records advo-
cate more independent from 
political influence.

The council met Tues-
day to hash out the proposed 
changes after the sudden 
resignation Sept. 9 of Ore-
gon’s first public records 
advocate, Ginger McCall, 
who chairs the council.

McCall cited undue 

influence from the office of 
Gov. Kate Brown and called 
for more independence for 
the advocate going forward. 
Her last day is Oct. 11.

She and other open gov-
ernment advocates say 
more independence can 
help ensure public trust in 
the advocate’s role advis-
ing the public, mediating 
disputes between request-
ers and government bodies, 
and advocating for policies 
to improve transparency in 
government.

The position of the advo-
cate was created by law in 
2017.

Under current law, the 

governor appoints the advo-
cate. The governor chooses 
from three candidates 
selected by the council and 
the Oregon Senate votes to 
confirm that candidate.

The council proposed 
that it choose the advo-
cate instead, and that the 
law state the office of the 
public records advocate is 
independent.

Under the proposal, the 
advocate would no longer 
automatically be the chair of 
the council unless the coun-
cil votes to name them chair. 
Many of the council mem-
bers would still be appointed 
by the governor.

State council endorses reforms for 
public records advocate position


