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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Republican Leader Mitch 
McConnell said Monday 
that Senate rules would 
require him to take up any 
articles of impeachment 
against President Don-
ald Trump if approved 
by the House, swatting 
down talk that that the 
GOP-controlled chamber 
could dodge the matter 
entirely.

“I would have no choice 
but to take it up,” McCo-
nnell said on CNBC. But 
he cautioned, “How long 
you’re on it is a whole dif-
ferent matter.”

House Democrats 
are pushing for quick 
action on their probe 
into a phone transcript 
and whistleblower com-
plaint that Trump pres-
sured Ukraine’s president 
to investigate Democratic 
foe Joe Biden’s family. If 
the House approves arti-
cles of impeachment — 
not introduced at this 
point — they would be 
sent to the Senate for 
trial. McConnell sug-
gested he does not have 
the 67 votes to change the 
rules. But the Kentucky 
Republican, the Senate’s 
chief strategist, left open 
what he means by taking 
up the issue.

Those tricky proce-
dural questions could 
affect Trump’s politi-
cal future and next year’s 
presidential and congres-
sional election.

As Trump raged on 
Twitter on Monday, the 
House plowed ahead with 
formal impeachment pro-
ceedings into whether the 
president pressured the 
leader of an Eastern Euro-
pean country to investi-
gate former Vice Presi-
dent Biden and his son.

Democrats are driving 
the proceedings toward 
what some hope is a vote to 
impeach, or indict, Trump 
by year’s end, and they 
have launched a coordi-

nated political, messaging 
and polling strategy aimed 
at keeping any backlash in 
closely divided districts 
from toppling their House 
majority.

House intelligence 
committee chairman 
Adam Schiff is expected 
to issue new subpoenas, 
depose witnesses and 
perhaps hold a hearing 
as soon as this week. He 
said on Sunday that the 
panel would hear from the 
still-secret whistleblower 
“very soon,” but that no 
date had been set and 
other details remained to 
be worked out.

Polling showed some 
movement in public sen-

timent. A one-day NPR/
PBS NewsHour/Marist 
poll conducted Sept. 25 
found that about half of 
Americans — 49% — 
approve of the House 
formally starting an 
impeachment inquiry into 
Trump.

There remains a stark 
partisan divide on the 
issue, with 88% of Dem-
ocrats approving and 
93% of Republicans dis-
approving of the inquiry. 
But the findings sug-
gest movement: Earlier 
polls conducted through-
out Trump’s presidency 
have consistently found a 
majority saying he should 
not be impeached.
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Collins expected 
to plead guilty in 
insider trading case

NEW YORK — Court 
records say a Republican 
congressman from west-
ern New York is expected 
to plead guilty in a crim-
inal case accusing him of 
insider trading.

A federal judge in Man-
hattan has scheduled a 
hearing Tuesday afternoon 
for U.S. Rep. Chris Collins 
to enter a guilty plea in a 
case initially brought last 
year.

A similar hearing has 
been scheduled Thursday 
for Collins’ son.

The congressman is 
accused of illegally leak-
ing confidential informa-
tion about a biopharma-
ceutical company to his 
son and the father of his 
son’s fiancee.

Prosecutors say the tip 
allowed them to avoid hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars in losses.

Collins’ attorney didn’t 
immediately respond to 
messages Monday.

The U.S. attorney’s 
office in Manhattan 
declined comment.

The court filing didn’t 
specify which charges 
Collins would plead guilty 
to.

Haiti braces for new 
protest

P ORT-AU - PR I NC E , 
Haiti — Opposition lead-
ers are calling for a nation-
wide push Monday to block 
streets and paralyze Haiti’s 
economy as they press for 
President Jovenel Moïse 
to give up power, and tens 
of thousands of their dedi-
cated young supporters are 
expected to heed the call.

People stood in lines all 
day Sunday under a bru-
tal sun to get water, gas-
oline and other basic sup-
plies before the next round 
of protests that many wor-
ried would turn more vio-
lent than a demonstration 
Friday during which sev-
eral homes and businesses 
were burned as police 
fired tear gas at protesters.

Several people have 
died in the past three 
weeks amid the political 
clashes.

Opposition leaders and 
supporters say they are 
angry about public cor-
ruption, spiraling inflation 
and a dwindling supply of 
gasoline that has forced 
many gas stations in the 
capital to close as sup-
pliers demand the cash-
strapped government pay 
them more than $100 mil-
lion owed.

Treasury targets 
Russians suspected 
of midterm meddling

WASHINGTON — The 
Treasury Department is 
targeting Russians sus-
pected of trying to influ-
ence the 2018 U.S. mid-
term elections.

Treasury says, how-
ever, there is no indica-
tion that they were able 
to compromise election 
infrastructure in ways that 
would have blocked vot-
ers, changed vote counts 
or disrupted vote counting.

Monday’s action targets 
for sanctions four entities, 
seven individuals, three 
aircraft and a yacht that 
are all associated with the 
Internet Research Agency 
and its Russian financier, 
Yevgeniy Prigozhin.

Treasury says the IRA 
used fictitious personas on 
social media and dissemi-
nated false information to 
attempt to influence the 
2018 U.S. midterm elec-
tions and try to undermine 
faith in U.S. democratic 
institutions.
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