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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. 
(AP) — A lawyer convicted 
of swindling NBA star 
Charles Barkley and using 
the name of former Secre-
tary of State Condoleezza 
Rice to bolster an invest-
ment scam was sentenced to 
fi ve years in prison Tuesday.

U.S. District Judge 
Karon O. Bowdre also 
ordered Donald Watkins 
to pay about $14 million in 
restitution.

Prosecutors had sought 
a prison sentence of 17½ 
years for Watkins and 6½ 
years for his son, Donald 
Watkins Jr. Both were con-
victed on fraud and conspir-
acy charges earlier this year. 
The two men stole more 
than $15 million from inves-
tors and a bank, prosecutors 
said.

Bowdre said she took 
the elder man’s age, 70, into 
consideration in imposing a 
lighter sentence, but the term 
was stiffer than the home 
confi nement requested by 
Watkins. She then began a 
sentencing hearing for the 
son.

During the pair’s trial 

earlier this year, witnesses 
including Barkley testifi ed 
about losing money in an 
investment scheme run by 
the elder Watkins.

Barkley, who grew up 
near Birmingham and now 
works as a television ana-
lyst, described himself as a 
friend of the elder Watkins, 

who has split time living in 
both Alabama and Atlanta.

Barkley lost more than 
$6 million in investments 
and loans, prosecutors said, 

and so did other professional 
athletes including former 
NFL players Takeo Spikes 
and Bryan Thomas and 
former NBA star Damon 
Stoudamire.

Stoudamire’s wife, Nata-
sha Taylor-Stoudamire, 
spoke at the sentencing 
and said she couldn’t com-
prehend what Watkins had 
done.

“I can’t even comprehend 
how Donald Watkins Sr. and 
Jr. can take money from me 
or the rest the victims that 
were trying to have gener-
ational wealth for our chil-
dren’s children,” she said, 
according to al.com.

Rice, a native of Bir-
mingham, testifi ed that Wat-
kins wrongly used her name 
in promoting an energy 
business at the heart of the 
case. Prosecutors said Wat-
kins included Rice’s name 
in an email to investors 
although she had declined to 
get involved.

Watkins once served as 
a city council member in 
Montgomery and helped 
successfully defend Health-
South Corp. founder Rich-

ard Scrushy in a massive 
fraud that nearly bankrupted 
the company, now known as 
Encompass Health. He also 
has worked on civil rights 
cases.

More than 15 years ago, 
Watkins drew media atten-
tion when he attempted to 
purchase a major league 
baseball team. More recently 
he said he was attempting 
to purchase the NFL’s St. 
Louis Rams before the team 
moved to Los Angeles.

Although he portrayed 
himself as wealthy, prosecu-
tors said Watkins had a net 
worth of only a few thou-
sand dollars.

Writing in a blog post 
before the sentencing, Wat-
kins Sr. said he would con-
tinue to appeal his convic-
tion and claimed he was 
innocent.

“Jurors try to do the 
right thing, more often than 
not. However, my 46-years 
of active participation in 
the American judicial sys-
tem has shown me (and the 
world) that well-meaning 
jurors often convict innocent 
defendants,” Watkins wrote.

Lawyer sentenced to 5 years for scamming Barkley, others
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In this June 1, 2005, fi le photo, defense attorney Donald Watkins talks on his cellphone out-

side the Hugo Black Federal Courthouse in Birmingham, Ala., during deliberations in the 

fraud trial of HealthSouth Corp. founder and fi red CEO Richard Scrushy.
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504 Homes for Sale

$397,000 –    4 Bedroom 3 Bath 
3754 sq. ft. Mid Century Exec-
utive Home.  Panoramic View.  
Private setting.  Wonderful 
home for privacy or entertaining.  
MLS# 19205109   

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

$184,500 – 6 Bed 2.5 Bath on 
North Hill.  3000+ sq. ft.  Hard-
wood floors upstairs.  2 car 
garage.  Quiet neighborhood.  
Needs cosmetics.  Priced to sell.  
MLS# 19351147   

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

CHILDREN’S outgrown 
clothing, toys and furniture sell 

quickly with a classified ad.

504 Homes for Sale

$199,900
CHARMING 4-bedroom, 2-bath 
with tons of character! Features 
newer roof, electrical, plumbing, 
and furnace. Molly Webb 541-
969-4188 MLS# 19267284

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021

New Listing…
$275,000  3 Bedroom 3 Bath in 
Rice Addition.  Huge living / Din-
ing room.  Fenced back yard.  2 
car Garage.  Nicely landscaped.  
Call Today.  MLS# 19166329

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

“Our office is wherever you 
are”

541-379-8690     

FOR QUICK CASH

Use a classified ad to sell items around 
your home you can no longer use.

504 Homes for Sale

SIZE UP or SIZE DOWN---Your 
new home is waiting for you and 
its time for the move -. Call Turn 
Here Realty at 541 377 6855 
and connect to ALL properties 
with ONE reliable Realtor. 

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470  

$239,999- RMLS #18081947  
New Listing  4 b/r 1 3/4 bath 
North Hill. Freshly painted, 
beautiful hardwood floors just 
refinished. Great family home. 
Call Shane for more info (541) 
379-7802.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931    

RMLS#18381851
Pendleton Property 3 br 2 bath 
manufactured home on a big 
lot with small  2 b/r 1bath rental 
house on same lot. Priced to sell 
at $149,990. Call Cathy for more 
info.  (541) 215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                           

 

WHATEVER YOU ARE 

looking for, don’t buy until you’ve 

checked the Classifieds!

502 Real Estate

What is on your wishlist?? 
Prompt, Courteous, Reliable 
service with TURN HERE RE-
ALTY to find your New Home 
Call Kerry 541 377 6855  . (One 
Realtor accessing all listings 
available in our area)

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

504 Homes for Sale

Turn Here Realty & Travel for 
all your Real Estate Needs-Call 
Kerry 541 377 6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

Summer is nearly here, it’s a 
great time to buy that home you 
have been dreaming of.

Call Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822

Ranch-N-Home Realty    

CLASSIFIEDS ARE the place to 

but it, sell it or find it...
check us out for what you need!

Prices are up!  Now may be the 
time to gain some equity and 
move up to a larger home.  Call 
Matt Vogler for a free Market 
Analysis. 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470               

601 & 606 SE Emigrant build-
ing for sale.  3582 sq ft plus 
full basement. 5000 sq.ft lot.
$79,500 RMLS#18684546  Call 
Kal for more info   (541) 969-7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

$395,000 NEW LISTING  Time 
to Wash Car Wash.  27,443lot-
witha 3349 building  High traffic 
area.  RMLS#19615657 Call Kal 
for more info   (541) 969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

SUMMER LISTINGS coming on 
market--Call 541 377 6855 to 
find the home for you-- TURN 
HERE at 305 SW Court or call 
541 377 6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470    

New Listing  712 SE Court . Car 
wash or Espresso shop on a very 
high traffic intersection. $ 94950 
Priced to Sell RMLS#19111739  
Call Kal for more info  (541) 969-
7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

1st time home buyers and don’t 
know where to begin? I can help 
you every step of the way to 
owning your own doorstep.

Call Carolyn Rovier 
so we can get started!
Ranch-N-Home Realty

541-786-0822  

Thinking of selling? Now is a 
great time to sell, prices are up 

and interest rates are low.
Give Carolyn Rovier Call 
at Ranch-N-Home Realty

so I can get your home listed 
and SOLD!

541-786-0822  

104 Special Notices

184 Personals

Use an attention getter, 
color, or border to make your 

ad stand out!

Contact Rowan or Chloe at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

360 Garage Sales

Yard/Deck Sale with lots of 
“guy” stuff, tools, fishing gear, 

bass boat with gas and electric 
motors, life jackets and lots of 
lures, hot tub, upright freezer, 

variety of small appliances and 
housewares. 

Saturday July 13th, 8-4pm
Hat Rock Mobile Home Court, 

Space 26.

Turn at store, drive past two 
roads and turn left at third road, 

then again at first crossroad. 
Gray double-wide across from 

big lot

502 Real Estate

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
2:30PM the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

AUCTION

White River
Ranch

Wamic, Oregon
August 14th, 2019,

12:00pm

Irrigated Farmland
• Pasture • Range

• Recreation • Residence • 
Timber

• Labor Housing

Bids Due August 2nd
For Auction Terms &
Conditions Contact
Timmons Law PC

541.296.9900 

IT WILL SELL
EMAIL: CLASSIFIEDS@EASTOREGONIAN.COM

IN CLASSIFIEDS! 
Call for your classified ad today! 800-962-2819


