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By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

Golden State owner and 
CEO Joe Lacob often uses 
the same phrase when asked 
about how much money 
the Warriors are willing 
to spend to keep a champi-
onship-contending roster 
together.

“Whatever it takes,” 
Lacob says.

In the NBA, those words 
have never been as weighty.

The summer spending 
starts Sunday in the NBA, 
with teams and players set to 
reach agreements on more 
than $2 billion — maybe 
even more than $3 billion — 
in new deals over the next 
few days. It’s a risk-reward 
play, one where teams must 
dig deeply into their pock-
ets to land the best players 
and hope that those mas-
sive fi nancial commitments 
don’t end up crippling their 
franchise for years.

The Warriors are likely 
to offer Kevin Durant a 
$221 million, fi ve-year deal 
that will come with two big 
pills for the team to swallow. 

One, he’ll be on a $38 mil-
lion scholarship next sea-
son while he recovers from 
Achilles surgery and can-
not play. And two, Durant 
would be owed more than 
$50 million when his then-
35-year-old self plays the 
fi nal year of that contract.

Not to mention, the War-
riors are expected to commit 
$190 million to keep Klay 
Thompson — who’ll miss 
several months with a knee 
injury — for the next fi ve 
years. Plus, Stephen Curry 
will make an NBA-record 
$40 million next season. So 
if the Warriors keep Thomp-
son and Durant they’ll be 
paying their three best play-
ers about $110 million next 
year and two of those guys 
are dealing with major 
injuries.

“We run a business, so 
it’s not being completely fi s-
cally irresponsible,” War-
riors general manager Bob 
Myers said of the team’s 
approach to spending. “But 
every time I’ve went to Joe 
and it seems that it’ll ben-
efi t us competitively, he’s 
responded affi rmatively and 
said ‘OK.’ So there’s never 
really been a hard budget, so 
to speak.”

That’s not the case with 
most teams.

That’s part of the reason 
why this free-agent period is 

so intriguing.
The Los Angeles Lakers 

are betting their future on 
Anthony Davis — he’ll be 
offi cially acquired via trade 
on July 6 — and general 
manager Rob Pelinka’s abil-
ity to land another big-name 
free agent to play with Davis 
and LeBron James. Brook-
lyn and New York have tons 

of money to spend, yet nei-
ther seems to have a clear 
vision yet on which players 
will actually be getting that 
cash. Toronto will be setting 
team spending records next 
season if it is to keep Kawhi 
Leonard and have a chance 
for a second straight NBA 
title.

Philadelphia has tough 

decisions to make about who 
to put around Ben Simmons 
and Joel Embiid. Houston 
spent a ton last year and will 
try to land Jimmy Butler in 
a sign-and-trade. The Los 
Angeles Clippers are likely 
to get a meeting with Leon-
ard, and will be looking to 
add to their solid core. And 
plenty of teams like Denver 
and Portland will be looking 
to add good complementary 
pieces.

“People say it’s about 
winning,” Denver general 
manager Tim Connelly said 
after his team won 54 regu-
lar-season games and went 
to the Western Conference 
semifi nals this past sea-
son. “If it’s about winning, I 
don’t know how we’re not 1, 
2 or 3 with a bullet.”

Fact is, the dynamics of 
everything have changed so 
much in recent years with 
salaries soaring.

Kobe Bryant was the 
highest-paid NBA player in 
the 2015-16 season, pock-
eting $25 million from the 
Los Angeles Lakers in what 
was his fi nal year before 
retirement.

That was barely three 
years ago. In the NBA now, 
that’s almost chump change.

In 2022-23, three players 
— James Harden, Russell 
Westbrook and John Wall 
— will have the option of 

making $47 million for that 
season alone. Spoiler alert: 
They’re all going to opt in 
to those deals, because no 
one could pass up a chance 
to make $12,000 a minute 
for an entire regular season. 
And Wall’s contract, com-
bined with his injury issues 
that kept him off the court 
for much of last season and 
may sideline him for the 
entirety of 2019-20 as well, 
will undoubtedly serve as 
a cautionary tale for some 
clubs.

Plus, there’s no guarantee 
the huge deals pay huge div-
idends. Or any.

In big-money times, NBA teams face biggest risks
Analysis: With 
salaries climbing, 
free-agents carry 
more risk than ever

COACHES 
CHALLENGE

Its likely NBA coaches will 

be challenging one call 

per game next season. 

The league told teams 

Friday that, pending 

expected approval by 

the board of governors 

on July 9, coaches may 

challenge a personal foul 

charged to their team, 

a called out-of-bounds 

violation, a goaltending 

violation or a basket-in-

terference violation. 

No other call may be 

challenged.

— Associated Press

AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill

Rarely relevant at the same time, the Knicks and Nets are front 

and center in the free agency race, two of the teams best po-

sitioned to make a splash when the market opens. Both can 

aff ord two top players, with hopes of landing not only a Kevin 

Durant (above) or Kyrie Irving, but possibly even both.
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VERY NICE LISTING IN ATHENA. 3 bed, 2 bath, 1798 sf(m/l) home 
with partially finished basement. Updated kitchen, forced air heat 
and cool. Vinyl windows and siding, spacious 2 car garage, UGS. 
Jerry Baker 541 969-6378cell. #18092363

37 SE Dorion Ave

541-276-0021
www.coldwellbankerwhitney.comWHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

$189,000

Open House!
SAT., JUNE 29Th, 10:00Am TO NOON

234 S. 3rd, ATHENA

Jerry 
Baker
Broker

501 Open Houses 501 Open Houses

CHECK OUT THIS BEAUTIFUL AND SPACIOUS 5 bedroom, 
2 bath home in Athena.  3638sf(m/l) includes a large basement.  
Large, private 1/4 acre fenced corner lot with nice backyard.   
Jerry Baker 541 969-6378cell. #19508745

37 SE Dorion Ave

541-276-0021
www.coldwellbankerwhitney.comWHITNEY & ASSOCIATES

$249,000

Open House!
SAT., JUNE 29Th, 12:30pm TO 2:30pm

510 E. WASHINGTON, ATHENA

Jerry 
Baker
Broker

501 Open Houses 501 Open Houses

Find your Dream Job in

EO Classifieds 

Advertise here!
1-800-522-0255

504 Homes for Sale

601 & 606 SE Emigrant build-
ing for sale.  3582 sq ft plus 
full basement. 5000 sq.ft lot.
$79,500 RMLS#18684546  Call 
Kal for more info   (541) 969-7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

$395,000 NEW LISTING  Time 
to Wash Car Wash.  27,443lot-
witha 3349 building  High traffic 
area.  RMLS#19615657 Call Kal 
for more info   (541) 969-7358.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

1st time home buyers and don’t 
know where to begin? I can help 
you every step of the way to 
owning your own doorstep.

Call Carolyn Rovier 
so we can get started!
Ranch-N-Home Realty

541-786-0822  

Thinking of selling? Now is a 
great time to sell, prices are up 

and interest rates are low.
Give Carolyn Rovier Call 
at Ranch-N-Home Realty

so I can get your home listed 
and SOLD!

541-786-0822  

New Listing  712 SE Court . Car 
wash or Espresso shop on a very 
high traffic intersection. $ 94950 
Priced to Sell RMLS#19111739  
Call Kal for more info  (541) 969-
7358

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931                 

Current MLS listings include 
several 3 and 4 bedroom, 2 bath 
homes for sale in popular loca-
tions.  Call Matt Vogler, “The 
Weekend and After Hours Re-
altor” for addresses and pricing.

John J. Howard & Assoc.
541.377.9470    

SUMMER LISTINGS coming on 
market--Call 541 377 6855 to 
find the home for you-- TURN 
HERE at 305 SW Court or call 
541 377 6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

360 Garage Sales

YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT TO 
BELIEVE IT!

HUGE Multi-Family Yard Sale.
Friday & Saturday 7am-3pm.

Priced to sell. Quality children’s 
clothes and toys.

Furniture. Dishes. Kitchen. 
Home Décor.

Camping. Auto. Horse blankets. 
And more.

A thousand items plus!
BBQ hotdogs available.

Also 25c lb-40c lb Fuji apples
54193 Sunnyside Rd 

in Milton-Freewater - 1 mile 
west of M-F Drive-In

It’s worth the trip! 

502 Real Estate

Turn Here Realty & Travel for 
all your Real Estate Needs-Call 
Kerry 541 377 6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

How Much is your Home Worth?  
Call Matt Vogler, The Week-
end and After Hours Realtor, 
for a free Market Analysis. 
541.377.9470. More Listings 
needed to meet current buyer 
demand! 

John J. Howard & Assoc.
(541) 377-9470          

WHY WAIT! GET YOUR CLASS AD NOW!

What is on your wishlist?? 
Prompt, Courteous, Reliable 
service with TURN HERE RE-
ALTY to find your New Home 
Call Kerry 541 377 6855  . (One 
Realtor accessing all listings 
available in our area)

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL 

305 SW Court  Ave Pendleton

504 Homes for Sale

Summer is nearly here, it’s a 
great time to buy that home you 
have been dreaming of.

Call Carolyn Rovier 
541-786-0822

Ranch-N-Home Realty    

Sell anything right here!

360 Garage Sales

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 

from 9-4
46511 HORSESHOE LANE IN 

PENDLETON
Behind the Lucky 7 trailer park 

in mission
Fishing equipment, jewelry 

making tools, and things, and 
much more!

Massive Man Sale

You don’t want to miss this sale 
if you hunt, shoot or reload.

Rifle, pistol, shotgun, cowboy 
action and black powder stuff.

Primers, powder, brass, bullets, 
dies, bullet molds, scopes, 
cronographs, loading tools, 

hunting gear & clothing, camp-
ing gear, hand tools.

Saturday June 29th 9am-2pm
648 NW 9th st, Pendleton

Pre-Estate Sale
Saturday, June 29th

8-3
Arts & crafts, professional 
wardrobe, pickup tool box, 
canning supplies, felted wool, 
gardening tools & lots of other 

stuff. 
Everything must go. 

Cash Only
69922 HWY 395 S, 

Pendleton
Located between mile 

markers 8 & 9 towards Pilot 
Rock.

Justin and Burks moving and 
estate sales. One day only. 
Saturday 10 to 3. We must 

clear this house! 175 E. 2nd 
St. Ione Oregon.

 A lot of nice merchandise 
left. Four poster  Queen bed, 

glassware, holiday items, 
jewelry, computer desk, 
modern oak server, nice 

freezer, Garage is full! Last 
chance summer sale,   Many 
great deals, reasonable offers 

excepted! 
hope to see you all there.   

Justin and Burks 

360 Garage Sales

Garage Sale
NASCAR items, exercise bike, 
household items, brass knick-

knacks, clothing.
Friday 9:00-6:00

Saturday 9:00-4:00
821 SE 9th Street in Pendleton.

Variety of items! Craft supplies, 
quilting fabric, books and more!-
Multi-Family, Clothes, Collect-
ibles, Household Items, Toys105 
SE Kirk Ave Pendleton. Satur-
day Only!  9am-3pm  

Five families yard sale
Baby items, toddler clothing, 

quality adult clothing, antiques, 
primitives, household items, 

horse tack and farm items, farm 
house decor, fishing equipment, 
and much more for you to come 

to see for yourself!
1014 SW Frazer Ave here in 

Pendleton.
Saturday 9-4 and Sunday 9-2.  

IT’S WORTH IT! GET A CLASS AD!

Estate Sale

Pool table Brunswick 1949, 
golden oak. Washer & dryer. 

Roll top desk, SEGA table type 
“Frogger” video game. Log 
splitter like new. 1978 Ford 

F250 runs great. 
PTO game winch with 2500 ft of 

cable. Foosball table. 

Call Don for appointment at 
541-276-1862.

Unique Indoor Sale

We are selling a ton of 
 jewelry. Vintage, costume and 

sterling. 
Also a collection of “smalls” and 
some more useful items as well. 

Come check it out.
8:00 to 3:00 Fri + Sat 
June 28th and 29th
3274 SW Perkins

Turn right at Rooster’s
Across from Sunset Ridge. 

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

184 Personals

Use an attention getter, 
color, or border to make your 

ad stand out!

Contact Rowan or Chloe at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

360 Garage Sales

Sale
Saturday 8-1

3112 SW Jay Ave in Pendleton
Wood stove, wake board, pop 

up canopys, bikes, tools, cloth-
ing and misc. 

Estate Yard Sale

July 1st thru July 5th
8 a.m

45712 Mission Rd.
Pendleton, OR.

HOMES SELL FAST IN CLASSIFIEDS!

104 Special Notices

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
2:30PM the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

GARAGE SALE?
Advertise it here

in the classifieds!


