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FAITH BRIEFS

Service features
singing of hymns

HERMISTON — Vic-
tory Baptist Church invites
people to join them for the
final hymn sing until fall.

The special service is
Sunday from 4:30-5:30 p.m.
at 103 E. Main St., Hermis-
ton. A time of fellowship is
planned after the singing of
hymns.

For more information,
contact Chris Finley at
johnchris_l@msn.com or
541-571-2516.

First Christian
Church resumes
summer schedule

MILTON-FREEWA-
TER — With the change
in season, the Milton-Free-
water  First  Christian
Church, 518 S. Main St.,
has changed to its summer
schedule.

Rev. Steve Lyons will
lead the Sunday worship
service at 9:30 a.m. Also
meeting at the same time
is junior church, and junior
and senior youth groups.
Lyons also is leading a
Bible study group Sun-
day evenings at 7 p.m. at
Park Plaza. Sunday school
classes and breakfast will
resume in the fall.

Registration is open
for youths at Cove Chris-
tian Camp. The dates, age
groups, and costs are: June
16-22: seventh through
12th grade ($175, due now);
June 23-25: kindergarten
through second grade ($90,
due June 9); July 7-11: third/
fourth grade ($155, due by
June 23); and July 14-20:
fifth/sixth grade ($175, due
June 30).

For more informa-
tion, call the church office
Monday through Thurs-
day from 8 a.m. to noon at
541-938-3854.

All Saints hosts
movie night

HEPPNER — A newly
released animated film
is featured during Movie
Night at All Saints Parish
Hall.

The movie shares the
story about a struggle to
save both humans and
dragons. The free event is
Friday, June 14 at 7 p.m. at
460 N. Gale St., Heppner.
Pizza and beverages will
be available.

For more information,
call 541-676-9970.

Churches wipe out millions in medical debt for others

By ROXIE HAMMILL
Kaiser Health News

The leaders of Pathway
Church on the outskirts
of Wichita, Kan., had no
clue that the $22,000 they
already had on hand for
Easter would have such
impact.

The nondenominational
suburban congregation of
about 3,800 had set out
only to help people nearby
pay off some medical debt,
recalled Larry Wren, Path-
way’s executive pastor.
After all, the core mem-
bership at Pathway’s three
sites consists of middle-in-
come families with school-
age kids, not high-dollar
philanthropists.

But then they learned
that, like a modern-day
loaves-and-fishes story, that

out $2.2 million in debt not
only for the Wichita area
but all available debt for
every Kansan facing immi-
nent insolvency because
of medical expenses they
couldn’t afford to pay —
1,600 people in all.

As Wren thought about
the message of Easter,
things clicked. “Being
able to do this provides an
opportunity to illustrate
what it means to have a debt
paid that they could never
pay themselves,” he said.
“It just was a great fit.”

Churches in Maryland,
Illinois, Virginia, Texas
and elsewhere have been
reaching the same conclu-
sion. RIP Medical Debt,
a nonprofit organization
based in Rye, N.., that
arranges such debt payoffs,
reports a recent surge in

ily Christian places of wor-
ship. Eighteen have worked
with RIP in the past year
and a half, said Scott Pat-
ton, the nonprofit’s direc-
tor of development. More
churches are joining in as
word spreads.

A big part of RIP’s
appeal comes from the
impact even a small dona-
tion can have, say partic-
ipating church leaders.
When a person can’t pay a
bill, that debt is often pack-
aged with other people’s
debt and sold to bill col-
lectors for some fraction of
the total amount of the bill.
Those debts usually come
from low-income people
and are more difficult to
collect.

RIP Medical Debt buys
debt portfolios on this sec-
ondary market for pennies

from its donors. But instead
of collecting the debt, RIP
forgives it.

To be eligible for repay-
ment from RIP, the debtor
must be earning less than
twice the federal poverty
level (about $25,000 a year
for an individual), have
debts that are 5% or more
of their annual income and
have more debt than assets.

Because hospitals
and doctors are eager to
get those hard-to-collect
debts off their books, they
sell them cheap. That’s
how, Patton said, those 18
churches have been able
to abolish $34.4 million of
debt since the start of 2018.

Working  this  way
puts a high-dollar proj-
ect within reach of even
small churches. Revolu-
tion Annapolis, a nonde-

church with Sunday atten-
dance of around 200 and
without a permanent build-
ing, wiped out $1.9 mil-
lion in debt for 900 fami-
lies in March. Total amount
raised: $15,000.

Revolution leaders heard
about RIP Medical Debt on
a segment of John Oliver’s
“Last Week Tonight” in
2016, said Kenny Camacho,
lead pastor. But at the time,
they didn’t think they had
the resources to make much
of a splash.

After hearing about
another church that paid
off millions last year, Rev-
olution leaders decided to
try it. At most, they hoped
to have an impact in their
area, Camacho said. But
the money went much fur-
ther, eventually covering 14
counties in eastern and cen-

smaller amount could wipe participation from primar- on the dollar with money nominational =~ Maryland tral Maryland.
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TERS SWIM CLUB, 5-6 p.m.,
Roundup Athletic Club pool,
1415 Southgate, Pendleton.
$5 per session coaching fee;
non-RAC members pay $8
pool fee per session. (Tania
Wildbill 541-310-9102)

PENDLETON EAGLES
LADIES AUXILIARY
KITCHEN, 6-8 p.m., Pend-
leton Eagles Lodge, 428 S.
Main St.,, Pendleton. Mem-
bers and guests welcome.
(541-278-2828)

HERMISTON CLASSICS
CAR CLUB, 7p.m., Des-
ert Lanes, 1545 N. First St.,
Hermiston. (541-571-5960 or
541-571-3252)

SATURDAY, JUNE 8

MEN’S BREAKFAST,
8a.m. Bethel Assembly
of God Church, 1109 Air-
port Road, Pendleton.
(541-276-7559)

FRIENDS OF THE UMA-
TILLA PUBLIC LIBRARY,
9a.m., Umatilla City Hall,

700 Sixth St., Umatilla.
(541-922-5704)
EASTERN OREGON

CELTIC SOCIETY PIPERS
GATHERING, 1 p.m., The Old
Meeting House, 901 M Ave,,
La Grande. For pipers of all
skill levels. Instruction is free,
but a $2 donation for use of
the building is appreciated.

8p.m. to midnight. Mem-
bers and guests welcome.
(541-278-2828)

SUNDAY, JUNE 9
PENDLETON  EAGLES
BREAKFAST, 9a.m.-12 p.m,,
Pendleton Eagles Lodge, 428
S. Main St., Pendleton. Open
to members and guests.
(541-278-2828)

MONDAY, JUNE 10

BOARDMAN QUILT
GROUP, 9:30a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
Boardman Senior Center,
100 Tatone St., Boardman.
Quilt construction, quilting
updates, education, history
and friendship. Free. (Kathy
Hyder 541-571-7009)

GARDENING FRIENDS,

2p.m, venue varies,
Boardman. (Margie Park
541-481-2570)

IRRIGON MOOSE
LODGE TACOS AND BINGO,
6-9p.m., Irrigon  Moose

Lodge, 220 N.E. Third St., lrri-
gon. Tacos from 6-9p.m.,
bingo from 6:30-9 p.m. Open
to members and guests.
(541-922-1802)

UMATILLA COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC PARTY,
6-8 p.m., Pendleton City Hall
community room, 501 S.W.
Emigrant Ave. Pendleton.

to you and your neighbors
in the 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict. All Democrats welcome
to attend. (Sue Petersen
541-377-0752)

GREENFIELD GRANGE,
6:30 p.m., Greenfield Grange
579, 209 N.W. First St., Board-
man. (541-481-7397)

INLAND NORTHWEST
MUSICIANS CHORALE
REHEARSAL, 7-9 p.m., Har-
ris Jr. Academy gymna-
sium, 3121 SW. Hailey Ave,,
Pendleton. No tryouts; all
welcome. No rehearsals
June-July-August or Christ-
mas-New Year. (Salli Ketcher-
sid 541-289-4696)

VFW POST NO. 922,
7 p.m., Pendleton VFW Hall,
1221 S.E. Court Place, Pendle-
ton. (541-278-2720)

ATHENA BOOK GROUP,
7 p.m., Athena Public Library,
418 E. Main St., Athena.

TUESDAY, JUNE 11

PENDLETON TOAST-
MASTERS NO. 154,6:30 a.m.,
Pendleton City Hall commu-
nity room, 501 S.W. Emigrant
Ave., Pendleton.

GREENFIELD GRANGE
PINOCHLE, 10a.m..2p.m,,
Greenfield Grange 579, 209
N.W. First St, Boardman.
(541-481-7397)

(541-568-4643)

HERMISTON CULTURAL
AWARENESS CLUB, 2 p.m.,
Starbucks, 1235 N. First St.,
Hermiston. Practicing the
wisdom of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in the community,
including all cultures and
races. Everyone welcome.
(John Carbage 541-701-7073)

PENDLETON  EAGLES
STEAK AND LIVE MUSIC,
6-11:59 p.m., Pendleton
Eagles Lodge, 428 S. Main

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
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REACH 3 million Pacific Northwesterners with just One Call!

H PNDC CLASSIFIED - Daily Newspapers
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Size: 2x2 (3.25"x2") Cost: 1x 2x2: $1,050

T
JEmna

Church, 352 S.E. Second St.,
Pendleton. (Rev. Jim Pierce
541-276-2616)

"THE LIFE MODEL: LIV-
ING FROM THE HEART
JESUS GAVE YOU” BOOK
STUDY GROUP, 1-2:30 p.m.,
Bowman Building, 17 S.W.
Frazer Ave. Pendleton. (Pat
541-276-6671)

STUDYING THE MIRA-
CLES OF JESUS, 4-6p.m.,
Good Samaritan Ministries,
319 W. Locust Ave., Hermis-
ton. (541-564-1041)

ARC OF UMATILLA
COUNTY, 5:30 p.m., The ARC
Building, 215 W. Orchard Ave.,
Hermiston. (541-567-7615)

AMERICAN LEGION
AUXILIARY UNIT 24,
5:30 p.m., American Legion
Hall, 424 S.E. Eighth Ave., Mil-
ton-Freewater. Help veter-
ans and their families. Every-
one welcome to join. (Lynda
541-962-5478)

WILLOW CREEK SYM-
PHONY REHEARSAL,
6-7:30 p.m., Armand Larive
Jr. High School, 1497 S.W.

LY !

Info & Training Sessions
Starting June 10th, 2019
Call a local CASA Coordinator
for details!
Hermiston: (541) 667-6169
Pendleton: (541) 278-6292

Does not rehearse June-Ju-
ly-August or during Christ-
mas-New Year holidays. (Salli
Ketchersid 541-289-4696)
COLUMBIA RIVER
TOASTMASTERS, 6-7 p.m.,,

Umatilla  Senior  Center,
Umatilla.
AWANA, 6:30-8 p.m.,

Pendleton Baptist Church,
3202 SW. Nye Ave. Pend-
leton. For children age
3 through sixth grade.
(541-276-7590)

ADAMS NEIGHBOR-
HOOD WATCH, 7p.m,
Adams Ladies Parlor, Main
Street, Adams.

HATROCKHOUNDS
GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY,
7-8:30 p.m., First Christian
Church, 775 W. Highland Ave.,
Hermiston. (541-720-4950)

KRAZY HORSE QUIL-
TERS, 7 p.m., Thimbles Fabric
N More, 1819 Westgate Place,
Pendleton.

WOMEN OF THE IRRI-
GON MOOSE, 7 p.m., Irrigon
Moose Lodge, 210 N.E. Third
St., Irrigon. (541-922-1802)

Make a
difference in a

foster child’s life.

X
WCASA,

Become a

volunteer

Court Appointed Special Advocate

umchs.org/CASA

Redeemer
Episcopal
I Church

241 SE Second St. Pendleton
(541)276-3809
| www.pendletonepiscopal.org

Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 a.m.

2 Weekly Adults Spiritual Life Group
All Are Welcome

poven. . TP

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

-Presbyterian Church (USA)-
201 SW Dorion Ave.
Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School -
10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am
www.pendletonpresbyterian.com
Open Hearted...
Open Minded

ENDLETON FIRST

SUNDAYS
Morning Celebration - 10am
Morning Kids Place - 10am

Evening - 6pm
Adult - Study
Youth - Small Group
Kids - Rangers & Girl's Minisiries

THURSDAYS
(elebrate Recovery - 6pm
Celebration Place - Kids - 6pm
The Landing - Teens - 6pm

WEEKLY
Groups For All Ages
AN ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH

1911 SE Court Ave.
541.276.6417 o pendletonfirst.com

| Come join us for Worship

Wednesday Holy Communion Noon [

o TR = OIS
ij CALVARY CHAPEL OF PENDLETON

1909 SW Athens Ave.,
Pendleton

at 10:45am on Sunday

- ©) 541-966-8912 ({8

Community
Presbyterian Church
14 Martin Drive,
Umatilla, OR

922-3250

Worship: 10 AM
Sunday School at 11:30

BAHA' FAITH
IN PENDLETON

“See ye no strangers, rather see all men
as friends, for love and unity come hard
when ye fix your gaze on otherness.”

—Abdu’l Baha

Please come visit with us at

The Baha'i Center:
1015 SE Court Place

Everyone invited!
Sunday Devotions @ 11:00am
Everyday Devotions, 11am - Tpm

Thursday Seminars on World Religions @ 7pm

(541) 276-9360 or visit us at
www.pendletonbahais.com
or on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/pendletonoregonbahais/

Worship Community

</ GRACE AND MERCY
[ERAN CHURGH, ELCA

OPEN HEARTS - OPEN DOOR
www.graceandmercylutheran.org
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School
Check Out our Facebook Page or
Website for More Information

541-289-4535
Tom Inch, Pastor
Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA
(First United Methodist Church)
191 E. Gladys Ave. / PO. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838 ﬂ
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PENDLETON
IGHTHOUSE CHURCH
Sunday Service: 10am & 6pm
Tuesday Kingdom Seekers: 7pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

Interpreters - Nursery - Transportation - & more!

We offer: Sunday School - Sign Language

Pastor Dan Satterwhite
541.377.4252
417 NW 21st St. - Pendleton, OR 97801
www.facebook.com/
PendletonLighthouseChurch

m——

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC

Sunday Worship......... 9:00 AM
Bible Study......10:00 AM

Red Lion Hotel
( Oregon Trail Room )
www.faithpendleton.org

F& The salvation Army

(SAL ARMY, Center for Worship & Service
A

Sunday Worship Service
9:30 - Sunday School
10:30 - Worship Service
Wednesday Bible Study
5:30 Family Fellowship Meal - 6:00 Bible Study
COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE Emigrant
(541) 276-3369

5 ‘ :/ Episcopal Chunch
Join Us

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

215 N Main = Pendleton, OR 97801

Behind These Stone Walls Beat the Hearts

of Some of the Warmest Most Sincere,
Most Caring People in Pendleton.

We Invite You to Come Get Acquainted!

June - September
Office 541-276-5358 M-Thr, 8:30-12:30

St. Jotbns

On Our Journey
With Jesus.

Scripture, Tradition and Reason
Family service 9am Sunday
N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th, Hermiston
PH: 567-6672
We are an all inclusive Church
who welcomes all.

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church
LCMC
Sunday worship at
11:00 AM
Pastor Michael Smith
420 Locust St. » Boardman, OR

541-481-6132

(Disciples of Christ)

Sunday Worship
at 9:40am

www.fccpendleton.org
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Living Word
Cotiristion Center

401 Northgate, Pendleton

Celebration of Worship
Sundays 10:00 am
Youth: 0-6th grade

Midweek Service
Wednesdays 6:00 pm
Youth: 0-6th grade

To share your worship times

call 541-278-2678

P cace l:lllllel'ﬂll Clllll'(:ll

N ELCA
§ o~ 210 NW 9th, Pendleton

) )
= Join us Sundays
.,

=
10:00 am Sunday Worship
11am Fellowship & Adult Class
9am Sunday School

~Come and be at Peace ~
on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

Pendleton
FREE METHODIST CHURCH

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Mid-Week
Children & Youth

Weekly Adult
Life Groups

1711 SW 44th St.
541-276-6015

www.pendfmc.org

Recovery Support Group

Worship Service 10:45 am

501 SW Emmigrant Ave. « Pendleton OR

Overcomer’s Outreach
Tuesday’s 6:00 pm

In the Annex
A Christ Centered,
12 Step

Pastor Sharon Miller
541-278-8082
www.livingwordcc.com

Seventh-Day
Adventist
Church

Saturday Services
Pendleton
1401 SW Goodwin Place
276-0882
Sabbath School 9:20 am

First United
Methodist
Church
Pendleton

¢

Sunday Worship 9am
in the Community Room
541-276-2616
Worship Livestream at
www.facebook.com/FUMCPendleton/
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

Patty Nance, pastor




