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DES MOINES, Iowa — 
Between the country’s trade 
dispute with China and the 
seemingly endless storms 
that have drenched the cen-
tral U.S., Iowa farmer Robb 
Ewoldt has had plenty of 
time to think about whether 
it’s too late to plant this sea-
son, how much federal aid 
he might get if he does or 
whether to skip it altogether 
and opt for an insurance 
payment.

Instead of driving his 
tractor, he’s driving a truck 
these days to earn a living 
while wondering how long it 
will be before he can return 
to his fi elds.

“Sometimes I think, 
what the heck am I doing 
farming?” he said recently 
by phone while returning 
home after hauling a ship-
ment of dry ice to Chicago. 
“When you owe the bank 
money, you do some pretty 
crazy stuff.”

Ewoldt is one of thou-
sands of Midwestern farm-
ers facing such decisions as 
they endure a spring like no 
other. It started with poor 
corn and soybean prices fall-
ing even further as the U.S. 
and China imposed new tar-
iffs, and was compounded 
by torrential rain and fl ood-
ing that has made planting 
impossible and killed off 
crops that were just starting 
to emerge.

Conscious that the trade 
dispute was devastating 
American farmers, Presi-
dent Donald Trump prom-
ised $16 billion in aid — 

an increase over last year’s 
$11 billion in aid — but the 
promise has only added to 
farmers’ confusion about 

how to approach this strange 
spring.

That’s because details 
about how much money 

farmers would receive won’t 
be released until later, to 
avoid infl uencing what crops 
they decide to plant. While 
there’s a rationale behind 
keeping the aid details 
secret, it adds another layer 
of uncertainty for farmers 
already guessing about the 
weather, future crop prices 
and how much they would 
get in insurance payments if 
they don’t plant a crop.

“It’s a take what you can 
get and keep moving year,” 
said Todd Hubbs, an agricul-
tural economist at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. “Depend-
ing on how the payments 
and everything break out, 
each farm is different.”

In the 18 states that 
grow most of the nation’s 
corn, only 58% of the crop 
had been planted as of last 

week — a far cry from the 
90% that would ordinarily 
be planted by that point. In 
states that grow nearly all of 
the soybeans, less than half 
of the normal crop had been 
planted. Farmers have even 
taken to Twitter — creating 
a #noplant19 hashtag — to 
commiserate and share pho-
tos of their swamped fi elds.

For Jeff Jorgenson, it’s 
an all-consuming question 
of how much of his roughly 
3,000 acres of southwest-
ern Iowa land he can prof-
itably farm. About a quar-
ter of it can’t be farmed due 
to Missouri River fl ooding, 
and much of his remaining 
property has been inundated 
with rain and water from the 
neighboring Nishnabotna 
River.

Navigating muddy 
roads in his pickup truck 
this week, he tried to fi g-
ure out whether it would be 
worth pumping water off his 
land or whether that would 
even be possible. Normally 
it wouldn’t be worth the 
effort, but with the prospect 
that the Midwest’s misera-
ble weather will reduce the 
nation’s fall harvest, corn 
and soybean prices have 
started to rise and plant-
ing every acre possible has 
become more attractive than 
settling for insurance that 
would pay roughly half the 
revenue of a normal crop.

Jorgenson, 44, said it’s 
a puzzle trying to fi gure 
out how much land should 
remain unplanted and eli-
gible for insurance pay-
ments, how much should be 
planted, how much money in 
federal aid will be available 

and whether those funding 
sources will be enough to 
cover his operating loan.

“Honestly, 24 hours a 
day, this is all you can think 
about,” he said.

Since Bob Worth started 
farming in 1970, this is the 
fi rst year he’s opted not to 
plant on most of his 2,300 
acres near the southwest-
ern Minnesota commu-
nity of Lake Benton. It was 
a diffi cult choice, but one 
Worth said he felt obligated 
to make given the ducks that 
are swimming where his 
corn and soybeans should 
be growing.

“I’m not going to try to 
destroy my ground to get a 
crop in,” he said, noting that 
planting equipment would 
rut and compact his land.

Despite insurance pay-
ments he will receive, 
Worth, 66, said he’ll need 
to refi nance loans and lose 
some of the equity has built 
up on land that has been in 
his family for generations.

The deadline for not 
planting and taking an 
insurance payment without 
a penalty varies depending 
on the state and crop, but 
the decision time has either 
passed or is approaching. 
Hubbs, the Illinois econ-
omist, said choosing to 
opt out, especially when 
prices are rising, is agoniz-
ing for farmers but may be 
the right choice because of 
the risk of a poor harvest 
when planting late in soggy 
ground and the possibil-
ity that the farmer won’t 
be able to harvest the crop 
before the weather turns 
cold.

Soggy fi elds leave Midwestern farmers with few answers
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Jeff  Jorgenson looks over a partially fl ooded fi eld he farms near Shenandoah, Iowa, on 

Wednesday.

AP Photo/Nati Harnik

A fi eld is fl ooded by waters from the Missouri River, in Bel-

levue, Neb., on Wednesday. Thousands of Midwest farmers 

are facing poor prices for corn and soybeans, fl ooding from 

melting snow and torrential rains that made planting impos-

sible.
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WASHINGTON — In a 
surprise announcement that 
could compromise a major 
trade deal, President Donald 
Trump announced Thursday 
that he is slapping a 5% tar-
iff on all Mexican imports 
to pressure the country to do 
more to crack down on Cen-
tral American migrants try-
ing to cross the border.

He said the percent-
age will gradually increase 
“until the Illegal Immigra-
tion problem is remedied.”

Trump made the 
announcement by tweet 
after telling reporters earlier 
Thursday that he was plan-
ning “a major statement” 
that would be his “biggest” 
so far on the border.

“On June 10th, the United 
States will impose a 5% Tar-
iff on all goods coming into 
our Country from Mexico, 

until such time as illegal 
migrants coming through 
Mexico, and into our Coun-
try, STOP. The Tariff will 

gradually increase until the 
Illegal Immigration problem 
is remedied,” he wrote, “at 
which time the Tariffs will 
be removed.”

Trump has accused the 
Mexican government of 
failing to do enough to crack 
down on Central American 
migrants who have been 
fl owing to the U.S. in search 
of asylum from countries 
including El Salvador, Hon-
duras and Guatemala.

The announcement 
comes as the administration 
has been pushing to update 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement.

The White House said 
Trump would be using the 
International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act to 
implement the tariff.

“If the illegal migration 
crisis is alleviated through 
effective actions taken by 
Mexico, to be determined in 
our sole discretion and judg-
ment, the Tariffs will be 
removed,” the White House 
said in a statement.

But if Trump is not sat-
isfi ed, the 5% fi gure will 
increase to 10% on July 1, to 
15% on Aug. 1, to 20% on 
Sept. 1 and to 25% on Oct. 1.

“Tariffs will perma-
nently remain at the 25 per-
cent level unless and until 
Mexico substantially stops 
the illegal infl ow of aliens 
coming through its terri-
tory,” the statement read.

During a visit to Canada 
on Thursday, Vice President 
Mike Pence vowed the deal 
would be passed this year.

Asked by reporters about 
the new tariff, Pence said 
that both Mexico and Con-
gress need to do more and 
that Trump is determined to 
use his authority to call on 
them to do so.

Trump had said that he 
was planning “a major state-
ment on the border” later 
Thursday or Friday that 
would be his “biggest state-
ment, so far, on the border.”

“This is a big-league 
statement. But we are going 
to do something very dra-
matic on the border, because 
people are coming into our 
country — the Democrats 
will not give us laws,” he 
said as he headed to a com-
mencement speech for 2019 
United States Air Force 
Academy graduates.

Trump hitting Mexico with 5% tariff in response to migrants
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President Donald Trump speaks during the 2019 United 

States Air Force Academy graduation ceremony on Thursday 

at the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado.

Worship  

 St. Johns
 Episcopal Church

 Join Us Join Us 

On Our Journey  

With Jesus.
Scripture, Tradition and Reason

Family service 9am Sunday
 N.E. Gladys Ave & 7th,  Hermiston

 PH: 567-6672   
We are an all inclusive Church 

who welcomes all.

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC

Sunday Worship.........9:00 AM

Bible Study......10:00 AM

Red Lion Hotel

( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

LCMC

Sunday worship at 
11:00 AM

Pastor Michael Smith

 420 Locust St. • Boardman, OR

541-481-6132

The Salvation Army
Center for Worship & Service

Sunday Worship Service

9:30 - Sunday School

10:30 - Worship Service

Wednesday Bible Study
5:30 Family Fellowship Meal • 6:00 Bible Study

COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE Emigrant

(541) 276-3369

352 SE 2nd Street, Pendleton OR 
Sunday Worship 9am  •  541-276-2616 

Worship Broadcast on KUMA 1290 @ 11am 

Worship Livestream at  
www.facebook.com/FUMCPendleton/ 
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

Rev. Dr. Jim Pierce, pastor 

First United 

Methodist 

Church

Pendleton

ELCA 

Peace Lutheran Church 
 

               210 NW 9th, Pendleton   
 

                 Join us Sundays  
 

          9:30 am Sunday Worship 
10:00 am Sunday Worship

11am Fellowship & Adult Class

9am Sunday School 

~Come and be at Peace ~

on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

Sunday Worship  
at 9:40am

June - September
Office 541-276-5358  M-Thr, 8:30-12:30

www.fccpendleton.org

Behind These Stone Walls Beat the Hearts  
of Some of the Warmest Most Sincere,  

Most Caring People in Pendleton.

We Invite You to Come Get Acquainted!

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

-Presbyterian Church (USA)-
201 SW Dorion Ave.

Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - 

10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am

www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

Open Hearted...
Open Minded

Celebration of Worship

Midweek Service

Overcomer’s Outreach
’

Pastor Sharon Miller

www.livingwordcc.com

401 Northgate, Pendleton

Celebration of Worship
 Sundays 10:00 am

  Youth: 0-6th grade

Midweek Service
 Wednesdays 6:00 pm

    Youth:  0-6th grade

Jr./Sr. High

Pastor Sharon Miller
541-278-8082

www.livingwordcc.com

Seventh-Day 

Adventist 

Church
Saturday Services

Pendleton

1401 SW Goodwin Place

276-0882

Sabbath School 9:20 am

Worship Service 10:45 am

Redeemer 
Episcopal  

Church
241 SE Second St. Pendleton

(541)276-3809
www.pendletonepiscopal.org

Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Holy Communion Noon

Weekly Adults Spiritual Life Group 

All Are Welcome

PENDLETON 

LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

Sunday Service: 10am & 6pm
Tuesday Kingdom Seekers: 7pm

Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm

We offer: Sunday School • Sign Language
Interpreters • Nursery • Transportation • & more!

Pastor Dan Satterwhite
541.377.4252  

417 NW 21st St. • Pendleton, OR 97801
www.facebook.com/ 

PendletonLighthouseChurch

Community

Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive,

Umatilla, OR

922-3250

Worship: 10 AM 

Sunday School at 11:30

1909 SW Athens Ave., 
Pendleton

Come join us for Worship  
at 10:45am on Sunday

541-966-8912

SUNDAYS
Morning Celebration - 10am
Morning Kids Place - 10am

Evening - 6pm
Adult - Study

Youth - Small Group
Kids - Rangers & Girl’s Ministries

THURSDAYS
Celebrate Recovery - 6pm

Celebration Place - Kids - 6pm
The Landing - Teens - 6pm

WEEKLY
Groups For All Ages

AN ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH
1911 SE Court Ave.

541.276.6417 • pendletonfi rst.com

COMMUNITY
To share your worship times call 541-278-2678

OPEN HEARTS – OPEN DOOR

www.graceandmercylutheran.org
Sunday Worship 8:45 a.m.

Sunday School  10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School

Check Out our Facebook Page or  
Website for More Information

541-289-4535 

Tom Inch, Pastor
Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA (First United Methodist Church)

191 E. Gladys Ave. / P.O. Box 1108 • Hermiston, Oregon 97838


