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Sen. Burr takes GOP fire
over Trump Jr. subpoena

By MARY CLARE
JALONICK, JONATHAN
LEMIRE and LAURIE
KELLMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
Republicans  lashed out
Thursday at fellow GOP
Sen. Richard Burr for his
committee’s subpoena of
President Donald Trump’s
son, a move that suggested
the Russia investigation is
not “case closed,” as some in
the party insist. Trump said
he was “very surprised” at
the move.

The revolt by some
against the Senate intelli-
gence committee chairman
comes after The Associated
Press and other news out-
lets reported it had called in
Donald Trump Jr. to answer
questions about his 2017 tes-
timony as part of its probe
into Russian election inter-
ference. The issue of re-call-
ing Trump’s son laid bare
the conflict inside the pres-
ident’s party over whether
probes involving Russian
election meddling are still
merited.

It’s the first known sub-
poena of a member of
Trump’s immediate fam-
ily and a new sign that the
Senate panel is continuing
with its own two-year-long
investigation, even after the
release of special counsel
Robert Mueller’s report and
Republican Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell’s
call from the Senate floor on
Tuesday to move on.

“This case is closed. The
Mueller Report cleared @
DonaldJTrumpJr and he’s
already spent 27 hours tes-
tifying before Congress,”
tweeted Burr’s fellow North
Carolina Republican senator,
Thom Tillis, one of several
GOP senators who criticized
Burr. “It’s time to move on &
start focusing on issues that
matter to Americans.”
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Sen. Richard Burr, R-N.C., center, and Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar, right,
arrive for a farewell ceremony for Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, right, in the
Great Hall at the Department of Justice in Washington on Thursday.

A source familiar with the
committee’s  deliberations
said the subpoena went out
“weeks ago” and all commit-
tee members were aware of
it. The person, who requested
anonymity to discuss the
internal negotiations, said
members had been regularly
briefed on communications
with Trump Jr.

Burr  wouldn’t com-
ment on the subpoena or the
backlash Thursday. But at a
Republican policy lunch, he
walked through the timeline
of events that led to the com-
mittee’s decision, accord-
ing to a person familiar with
his comments who requested
anonymity to discuss the pri-
vate meeting. McConnell
then stood up and defended
him, saying he trusts Burr,
according to the person.

The subpoena appeared to
catch the president and many
of his allies by surprise.
Trump said as much, adding
that “my son is a very good
person.” Trump Jr., the pres-
ident said, had already testi-
fied for a “massive” amount
of time.

Chief of staff Mick Mul-

vaney said Thursday he was
not given a heads-up. But
Trump’s advisers had not yet
decided if he would publicly
attack Burr, according to
two Republicans close to the
White House not authorized
to speak publicly about pri-
vate discussions.

The subpoena high-
lights a delicate bind fac-
ing Burr, a third-term sen-
ator who is not expected to
run for re-election when his
term is up in 2022. He has
been adamant that the pan-
el’s Russia probe be biparti-
san and fair and has worked
closely with the panel’s top
Democrat, Virginia Sen.
Mark Warner.

The blowback against
him inside the Senate was
especially  fierce  from
Republicans up for re-elec-
tion in 2020, including Til-
lis and Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas, who said he under-
stands the younger Trump’s
“frustration.”

“I think we have an
important job to do to try to
keep the intelligence com-
mittee out of politics,” he
added. Cornyn, who is on the

intelligence panel, later said
he has confidence in Burr.

Other Republicans joined
in. Kentucky Sen. Rand Paul
tweeted that Burr “didn’t get
the memo” that the Mueller
case was closed. Texas Sen.
Ted Cruz tweeted: “There’s
no need for another subpoena
for @DonaldJTrumplr. It’s
time to move on & focus
on issues Americans care
about.”

Criticism also came from
the top Republican in the
House.

“Endless  investigations
— by either party — won’t
change the fact that there was
NO collusion. It’s time to
move on. It’s time to focus on
ISSUES, not investigations,”
tweeted House Minority
Leader Kevin McCarthy,
R-Calif.

But Florida Sen. Marco
Rubio, a Republican mem-
ber of the panel, said he
thinks the criticism of Burr
is “a fundamental misun-
derstanding of what the
Senate intelligence commit-
tee is about,” which is con-
gressional oversight and not
prosecution.

Storms damage
Arkansas apartments,
leave damage in South

PINE BLUFF, Ark.
(AP) — Several people
were injured when a tor-
nado damaged two apart-
ment complexes in Arkan-
sas, part of a powerful line
of thunderstorms that was
dumping more rain Thurs-
day on waterlogged areas
throughout the nation’s
midsection.

The severe weather
moved eastward after
forcing people from their
homes in Kansas, soaking
Houston once again, and
straining levees along the
surging Mississippi River
on Wednesday.

Flooding has caused
billions of dollars of dam-
age to farmland, homes
and businesses across the
Midwest, with some rivers
above flood stage for more
than six weeks now.

The National Weather
Service issued flood warn-
ings as more than 5 inches
of rain fell in parts of Mis-
sissippi. The downpours
swelled streams and made
driving difficult.

Fear of flooding in
the Houston area grew
throughout Thursday eve-
ning as steady downpours
overwhelmed some road-
side storm drains.

According to the Har-
ris County Flood Warning
System website, almost 5
inches of rain had fallen
in the first 90 minutes of
the storm Thursday eve-
ning at the Barker and
Addicks flood-control
dams on Houston’s west-
ern outskirts.

Some high water dis-
rupted traffic in some
intersections in the west-
ern Houston area, and
fire-rescue crews were
making a handful of
high-water rescues. But
with the exception of a
couple of small creeks,
most streams were still
within their banks. No

injuries or flooded build-
ings were immediately
reported.

Trees were down in
north Alabama after the
storm  system moved
through, prompting multi-
ple tornado warnings. No
injuries were reported but
officials said several farm
buildings were damaged.

In Arkansas, authori-
ties said about 150 people
were displaced Wednes-
day after the storm hit
apartment buildings
and ripped off a roof
in Pine BIluff, about 40
miles southeast of Little
Rock.

Pine Bluff Police Chief
Kelvin Sergeant said four
people were hurt, accord-
ing to the Arkansas Dem-
ocrat-Gazette. “One of
those is probably going to
be pretty severe,” he said.

The weather service
confirmed Thursday that
the damage was caused
by a small tornado that
touched down for less
than a minute Wednes-
day night. Meteorolo-
gist Thomas Jones said
two apartment complexes
were damaged.

Jones said the twister
was about 100 yards wide
and traveled for only about
a quarter of a mile, but
still managed to damage
the brick facing and roof
of the apartments. He said
at least two walls caved in.

Resident Carla Jackson
told the Arkansas Dem-
ocrat-Gazette that she
heard a loud boom and
that the storm moved in
quickly.

“First there were real
high winds and then a
loud boom, and next
thing you know the lights
started blinking. We heard
the transformer blow,
then another transformer
blow, and then it just went
black,” she said.

Miracle-Ear Hearing Centers are looking
for qualified people to test their latest product,

The Miracle-Ear® Mirage RISK FREE!*

Here’s the catch: You must have difficulty hearing and understanding in background noise, and your hearing must fall in the range of
the hearing aid. People that are selected will evaluate Miracle-Ear’s latest advanced digital hearing solution — the Miracle-Ear Open.
You will be able to walk in to our office and walk out knowing how much help there is for you.

Candidates will be asked to evaluate our instruments for 30 days (risk free*). At the end of the 30 days, if you are satisfied with the
improvement in your hearing and wish to keep the instrument, you may do so at tremendous savings. But this is only for a limited time!
Schedule your Appointment Now! Don’t wait until it’s to late!

SOME FEDERAL WORKERS AND RETIREES MAY BE ELIGIBLE
FOR HEARING AIDS AT NO COST!

That’s Right...No Co-Pay! No Exam Fee! No Adjustment Fee!

BCBS federal insurance pays the total cost of 2 Miracle-Ear Audiotone Pro aids. Most federal government employees and retirees are eligible. You may even be covered if you have other
non-federal insurance coverage. Special factory pricing is available for non-qualifiers. See store for details & accurate coverage.
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Make your appointment today!
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Save on our full line of digital hearing solutions.
Don’t miss out on this amazing offer.

HURRY! Offer ends 5/15/19

Good only from participating Miracle-Ear representatives. One coupon per perchase. No
I other offers or discounts apply. Discount does not apply to prior sales. Offer valid on ME-1, I
ME-2, ME-3, ME-4 Solutions. Cannot combine with any other offers. Cash value 1/20 cent.
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Hearing Tests are given for the purposes of selection and adjustment of hearing instrumentation.
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Miracle-Ear
Results may vary related to duration and severity of impairment. Early detection is important.

AT THESE PARTICIPATING LOCATIONS ONLY!!

HERMISTON PENDLETON
955 SE 4th St. Ste. B « Hermiston, OR97838 125 SE Court Ave. Ste. #6. « Pendleton, OR 97801

(541) 716-5092 (541) 224-8661

Call Now and Mention Code: 19MayWanted visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Risk Free Offer- The aids must be returned within 30 days of delivery pursuant to terms of your purchase agreement and 100% of the purchase price will be refunded. **Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. These are not
medical exams or diagnoses. Blue Cross Shield, the Blue Cross, the Blue Shield, BCBS, and Federal Employee Program are a registered trademark of Blue Cross Blue Shield Association. Blue Cross Blue Shield Association and its independent licensees are not affiliated
with, nor do they endorse or sponsor, the contests of this advertisement. Trademarks referring to specific providers are used by Miracle ear for nominative purposes only: to truthfully identify the source of the services about which information is provided. Such
trademarks are solely the property of their respective owners.

Save on one of our smallest
custom digital hearing aids!

Now Buy
; One Get One Free!
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HURRY! Offer ends 5/15/19

I Valid at participating Miracle-Ear locations only. Limit one coupon per purchase. May not
I be combined with other offers and does not apply to prior sales. Cash value 1/20 cent.
Cannot combine with any other offers.
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