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Tip of the Hat, ‘£
kjéck in the pants

tip of the hat to the new his-
torical marker slated for
Pendleton’s Main Street to

pay tribute to the Triple Nickles.

This town’s history is rich, and each
new tribute and display in the public
sphere should highlight an underrep-
resented piece of that history. The Tri-
ple Nickles are a worthy addition.

The all-black paratrooper unit, offi-
cially the 555th Parachute Infantry
Battalion, was stationed at Pendleton
Field in 1945 and fought fires in the
Pacific Northwest. Between late 1944
and spring of 1945, Japan attacked the
West Coast with thousands of balloon
bombs. The paratroopers disarmed
bombs and put out fires, doing danger-
ous work to keep the homefront secure
while the nation was at war.

In return, the men were treated with
cold disdain, according to member
Bradley Biggs, who went on to retire
as an Army lieutenant colonel.
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“In town, the reception was cold,”
Biggs wrote in a letter. “We could
not eat in any of the restaurants in
town and found it difficult to buy a
drink or a meal. Hotels would not
serve us.”

The 3-foot-by-4-foot marker will
be displayed — rightfully — near the
Pendleton Air Museum, featuring a
history of the group’s accomplish-
ments. Umatilla County is supply-
ing a $2,500 grant to cover a bulk of
the cost, with the Pendleton Under-
ground Tours pitching in $1,000. The
design and production is by the Ore-
gon Travel Information Council.

A Kick in the pants to Pilot Rock
school officials for failing to call 911
after one student assaulted another on
the high school campus.

To his credit, Superintendent Steve
Staniak admitted he should have
called police when he first found out
about the fight, the result of which
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The fact that HB 3427 would

Lawmakers should do
their jobs, not walk out

be of overwhelming benefit to
the constituents of our district
(by providing much-needed

I am dismayed at Sen. Bill
Hansell’s participation in the par-
tisan walkout in the state Senate
this week intended to delay the
passage of HB 3427. Such fla-
grant disregard for carrying out
the duties he was elected to per-
form smacks of petulance — all
the while he is still collecting a
$149 daily per diem and $2,600
monthly salary.

This is unbecoming behavior
for elected representative from
our district regardless of their
partisan alliance or ideology. |
hope that he would partially off-
set this act by making the sym-
bolic gesture of donating money
earned during the walkout to a

funding to our public educa-
tion system) begs one to ask
who Hansell’s true constitu-
ents are; are they businesses (be
they headquartered in Oregon
or elsewhere) aiming to pro-
tect/boost their profits or are
they individuals who want this
state and region to be a wonder-
ful place to live and raise their
families?

The wealthiest of us — indi-
viduals or businesses alike —
have an obligation to lift up the
rest of our community that helps
create this wealth. The majority
of us are not operating a business
earning over $1 million (less 35%
of labor and capital expenses).
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school district or education foun-
dation within District 29.

their media friends have confidently

I ‘1 or more than two years, Democrats and
insisted the U.S. economy

James Dean Kindle
Pendeton

landed a 15-year-old student in the
hospital and an 18-year-old student in
jail. But it should have been obvious
to any teacher, administrator or adult
that a serious incident on school prop-
erty warrants police intervention and
investigation.

Administrators initially sent both
students home with the idea that they
would follow up in the morning. The
younger boy was taken to St. Anthony
and flown to OHSU in Portland, while
the older boy walked off campus on

AN UNNAMED SOURCE
IN A POSITION TO
KNOW LEAKED THIS

DOCUMENT TO ME
ON THE CONDITION

OF ANONYMITY I
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Trump, the economy and the election

always possible. But for now, the economy is
in even better shape than the headline data
suggest.

under President Donald Trump (a)
would crash and burn; or (b) ben-
efits only the few; or (c) was fake;
or, failing all of that, was just (d)
the lucky beneficiary of policies put
into place under Barack Obama.
None of these arguments is ten-
able today. Anyone seriously inter-

There have been more job open-
ings than job seekers for 13 straight
months. Workers without col-
lege degrees have seen significant
gains in their wages. Productivity
growth is up, unusual at this point
in an almost decade-long expansion.
There are no obvious bubbles in

ested in defeating Trump at the polls S BrET tech, real estate or other industries,
next year should stop making them. C(T)ial);/{[f:i?r and the Dow has mostly recovered

The very pleasant reality of

from last year’s swoon.

the U.S. economy was neatly cap-
tured in the headline of Neil Irwin’s analy-
sis last Friday in The New York Times: “The
Economy That Wasn’t Supposed to Happen:
Booming Jobs, Low Inflation.” Unemploy-
ment is at 3.6%, a 50-year low. Job creation
remains strong. Average hourly earnings are
up 3.2% over last year. Inflation is 1.6%.

“After more than two years of the Trump
administration, warnings that trade wars and
erratic management style would throw the
economy off course have proved wrong so
far,” Irwin writes, “and tax cuts and deregula-
tion are most likely part of the reason for the
strong growth rates in 2018 and the beginning
0f 2019

Irwin allows that the economy could slow
as the effects of the tax cuts fade. That’s

And as an astute friend pointed
out to me recently, Trump’s scary tweets even
seem to have the effect of tempering market
exuberance, acting as a kind of check in lieu
of interest-rate hikes.

How should Democrats deal with the good
news? Denial can’t work forever.

In 2017, denial took the form of emphasiz-
ing the issue of wage stagnation — but then
wages stopped stagnating. In 2018 the critics
said the tax bill would provide nothing more
than a sugar high for the economy, and yet the
recovery has, if anything, accelerated. Ear-
lier this year, we had “the incredible shrink-
ing Trump boom” — until the data showed
no shrinkage.

Now the Often-Wrong-But-Never-Hum-
bled Department tells us the boom is really

just a big fat Keynesian stimulus incurred
at the cost of our ballooning budget defi-
cits. Perhaps it is, but then how does the
department explain the last 30 months of its
doom-saying?

Eventually, of course, a recession will
come. Recessions always do. The problem for
Democrats is that there’s no guarantee that it
will come before the election. In the mean-
time, they’ve left a trail of bad forecasts that
make them look silly and out-of-touch —
which the Trump campaign will gleefully use
against them.

More importantly, it creates the percep-
tion that Democrats (at least those of the more
ideological variety) are secretly hoping for a
downturn, both to help their electoral chances
and vindicate their own past predictions.

It’s unbecoming, It suggests a party led
by people for whom questions of job creation
and growth will always be abstractions, since
their own jobs and prospects will always
be safe. It’s what The Wall Street Journal‘s
Peggy Noonan shrewdly described in 2016 as
the “protected class” — the people who make
policies but never really have to live with the
consequences.

In 2016, Hillary Clinton was the candidate
of the protected class, Trump of the unpro-
tected. If Democrats decide to run against
prosperity — either by pretending it isn’t
really happening or that it doesn’t matter —

Contributed photo
The 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion prepares to make its first jump on a forest fire on July
20, 1945, in the Meadow Lakes National Forest in Idaho.

foot before being arrested on felony
assault charges.

The city of Pilot Rock has made the
commitment to keep its police depart-
ment, which is an expensive proposi-
tion for a small town. But the benefit
is having a quick response from pro-
fessional law enforcement.

We hope others learn from this
incident that physical assault is a seri-
ous crime, and police should be called
through officials channels to deal with
it properly.
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it will only send a message to the voters they
lost last time that the party still doesn’t get it.

They’ll lose again.

There’s a reason Trump’s approval rat-
ing is now at 46% — the highest of his presi-
dency, according to Gallup — despite all the
Democratic thundering about William Barr’s
testimony to Congress and the renewed talk
of impeachment. Wittingly or not, Trump
is delivering on the core promise of the
presidency.

There’s also a reason that Joe Biden has
taken a commanding early lead in the race
for the Democratic nomination. His cen-
tral theme is that he’s a regular guy who will
restore regular order to Washington and reg-
ular behavior in the White House without
mucking things up through a grand rede-
sign of American capitalism. It isn’t clear that
Biden will be able to get through the primary
without putting both feet in his mouth and
falling flat on his face. But that’s the right the-
ory of the race.

Democrats need a candidate who gets this.
They need someone who will work to enlarge
our prosperity, not redistribute it. They need
someone who can communicate and deliver,
without embarrassing and frightening normal
people the way Trump does.

Bret Stephens is a columnist for the New
York Times.
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