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Court documents and 
the public trial identified 
the informant. But the East 
Oregonian is not identify-
ing him in this story for 
two reasons: the EO was 
not able to contact the 
informant directly, and out 
of concern for his safety.

Defense attorney Kara 
Davis in early April filed 
a motion in 20 Wildfire 
cases, including the Reaves 
case, to compel the state to 
produce a full accounting 
of how much BENT paid 
the informant for services 
and what other actions it 
took on his behalf. Davis 
said this week the infor-
mant even received cash to 
testify to the grand jury.

The drug team’s bud-
get runs about $150,000 
a year. Roberts said most 
of that pay is overtime for 
the police on the task force 
and for drug buys. The 
$27,000-plus for the infor-
mant included $2,000 cash 
for information leading to a 

search warrant, according 
to court documents, and 
at least $2,600 for lodging. 
Roberts said BENT had to 
move the informant and his 
family to keep them safe.

He said the expense 
seems large, roughly a one-
fifth of BENT’s budget, but 
the cost was not out of line 
with some past operations.

“The way we justify 
this is, if you can take 
that many dealers off the 
streets, you’re going to 
have an impact,” Roberts 
said. “Once we did Wild-
fire, things dried up. Peo-
ple couldn’t get their hand 
on anything.”

Roberts said BENT 
could have paid Wildfire’s 
informant $1,000 for a a 
couple of buys and moved 
on. But he questioned if 
the public would want that 
when the team had the 
resources and the infor-
mant willing to do much 
more.

Davis said she had evi-
dence the informant used 
drugs, conducted drugs 

deals on the side and pres-
sured women for sex in 
exchange for not ratting out 
their boyfriends, all while 
taking cash from BENT. 
Those actions would dis-
qualify BENT from using 
the informant under its 
own policies, she said, yet 
no one investigated him.

Roberts said Davis nor 
anyone else reported those 
allegations. Until some-
one contacts the police 
and makes an accusa-
tion, there’s nothing to 
investigate.

He also said the drug 
team followed its policies. 
The informant on a few 
occasions showed up high, 
Roberts said, and the team 
scrapped the buy and sent 
the guy home. The police 
chief also said informants 
tend be be offenders and 
have connections to crime 
and are not going to be 
the most upstanding of 
citizens.

District Attorney Dan 
Primus said it is hard to 
know how paying an infor-

mant plays to a jury. Pros-
ecutors present the evi-
dence to bolster the state’s 
case, he said, but prosecu-
tors and defenders don’t 
always get to know why a 
jury makes the decisions it 
does. Framing informant 
pay for a jury, he said, 
is “one of the things we 
have to evaluate with each 
case.”

Wildfire has plenty 

of cases still marching 
through the court. The jury 
this week found Reaves 
guilty of selling heroin, a 
Class A felony in Oregon.

Primus said several 
Wildfire defendants cut 
plea deals, but Reaves 
was the first jury trial. 
Reaves’ sentencing was 
Friday afternoon. The dis-
trict attorney’s office rec-
ommended a prison sen-

tence of 20 months, in 
part because Reaves has 
convictions in 2015 and 
2016 for possessing drugs, 
attempting to elude, resist-
ing arrest and more, and 
he committed the heroin 
crime a month after he fin-
ished serving probation.

Reaves received a sen-
tence of three years proba-
tion. The Umatilla County 
Jail released Reaves Friday.
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Barely a day into his 
2020 presidential cam-
paign, Joe Biden is finding 
that his front-runner status 
comes with a glaring spot-
light on his biggest political 
weaknesses.

The former vice president 
seemed to struggle at points 
on Friday under question-
ing about women who have 
said his unwanted touch-
ing made them uncomfort-
able. He appeared defensive 
when asked about his role in 
how Anita Hill was treated 
in 1991 when she accused 
then-Supreme Court nom-
inee Clarence Thomas of 
sexual harassment.

“I’m sorry this hap-
pened. But I’m not sorry 
in the sense that I did any-
thing that was intention-
ally designed to do anything 
wrong or be inappropri-
ate,” Biden said on ABC’s 
“The View,” referring to the 
women who’ve mentioned 
his unwanted touching.

Pressed on how he han-
dled Hill and her accusa-
tions at Thomas’ confirma-
tion hearings, Biden said, 
“I don’t think I treated her 
badly.” He then repeated his 
contention that his error as 
Senate Judiciary chairman 
was in not ensuring others 
treated Hill respectfully.

Biden’s team remains 

upbeat about the 2020 
launch, particularly after he 
reported raising $6.3 mil-
lion in the first 24 hours 
of the campaign, a total 
that cements his status as a 
front-runner. Yet the take-
away remains: The long 
public career that Biden 
sees as his biggest selling 
point includes many mis-
steps that some voters hav-
en’t forgotten.

“There’s either an empa-
thy gap or an unwillingness 
to take it seriously,” Wom-
en’s March spokeswoman 
Sophie Ellman-Golan said 

after Biden’s answers on 
“The View.”

She predicted that his 
interview will not put the 
issues behind him. “It mat-
ters a lot,” she said. “We’ve 
hit a point right now where 
women are not going to put 
up with as much as we’ve 
been forced to put up with 
in the past.”

The television appear-
ance came as Biden’s cam-
paign announcement video 
has caused some early head-
aches for the campaign.

Biden framed Presi-
dent Donald Trump as a 

threat to the nation’s char-
acter, building his attack 
around the August 2017 pro-
tests in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia, and he alluded to the 
death of a counterprotester 
who was killed by a white 
supremacist. Rumors cir-
culated that the family of 
Heather Heyer, the coun-
terprotester, was angry that 
Biden mentioned her. But 
Heyer’s mother told The 
Associated Press that wasn’t 
the case.

Susan Bro said Biden did 
not contact her before the 
campaign video went live 

but called her hours later.
“I said, ‘I noticed you 

didn’t mention her by name. 
Was that because you had 
not contacted me?’ and he 
said, ‘That is correct,’” Bro 
said.

“I think he thought it 
was going to be traumatiz-
ing for me. Everybody acts 
like I didn’t remember that 
my daughter was killed,” 
she said, adding that she 
was not upset Biden did not 
contact her before the video 
went live.

“I’ve been hearing from 
people, ‘We heard you were 
really angry and upset,’ and 
I said, ‘No, I wasn’t. No, 
it’s just politics,’” Bro said. 
“Heather is not the issue. 
The issue is hate. ... I’m glad 
someone is addressing the 
issue.”

Days earlier, Biden’s 
team had to navigate rumors 
that he was going to launch 
his campaign in Charlottes-
ville against the objections 
of local officials. Charlot-
tesville City Councilor Wes 
Bellamy said that he talked 
with senior Biden advis-
ers ahead of the launch but 
that there were never plans 
to hold an actual event there. 
Bellamy said a Biden aide 
apologized to him about the 
rumors.

Joy Behar, a co-host of 
“The View,” alluded to the 
dynamics Friday, joking that 
it was an “apology” episode.

Biden’s first apology 

attempt came when asked 
explicitly whether he was 
“sorry for what you did” 
in instances where women 
have said his shows of phys-
ical affection made them 
uncomfortable.

He answered as he has 
previously, saying he has 
“to be more aware” of “pri-
vate space.” After being 
pressed, Biden finally 
repeated verbatim a model 
apology demonstrated by 
one of his friendly inter-
viewers: “I’m sorry for 
invading your space.” He 
later added, “It was inap-
propriate, but I didn’t under-
stand. I assumed.”

Biden never made it to 
a direct apology for any-
thing he did during the Hill-
Thomas hearings.

Behar noted that his state-
ments over the years, includ-
ing in recent weeks, have 
been in the passive voice. 
“I think what she wants you 
to say is ‘I’m sorry for the 
way I treated you,’ not ‘for 
the way you were treated,’” 
Behar prompted. Biden 
responded, “I’m sorry for 
the way she got treated.” 
He added, “I did everything 
in my power to do what I 
thought was within the rules 
to be able to stop things.”

When pressed on why he 
did not personally contact 
Hill until this month, Biden 
noted his public statements 
and said he didn’t want to 
“invade her space.”

Joe Biden’s 2020 opening act: Rocky but lucrative

The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP/Jessica Griffin

Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden greets people at Gi-

anni’s Pizza, in Wilmington Del., on Thursday.
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Their generous support of the East Oregonian NIE program 
helps provide copies of the newspaper and unlimited 

access to EastOregonian.com and the e-Edition to schools 
throughout Umatilla, Morrow and Gilliam counties.

Thank you to the following businesses for supporting

Newspapers in Education

505 SW 16th St.
Pendleton, OR

541-612-8575
KirbyNagelhout.com

301 S. Main St., Pendleton, OR 

541-278-6800 • OldWestFCU.org

1415 Southgate
Pendleton, OR

541-276-0880 | RAClub.us

For more information on the NIE Program, visit EastOregonian.com/eo/nie. 

To make a donation, call 800-522-0255.

541-276-1260
BLUECC.EDU
2411 NW Carden Ave.
Pendleton, OR 97801

249 S. Main St.
Pendleton, OR 97801
541-276-6988
Facebook.com/
DeansPendletonAthletic

Dean's 

Pendleton 

Athletic 

CHI St. Anthony 
Hospital

541-276-5121
SAHPendleton.org

2081 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801

541-240-9161
robertalanpm.com

127 SW Emigrant Ave. #1
Pendleton, OR 97801

Blue Mountain Village 

Apartments
2700 SW Goodwin Ave.

Pendleton, OR 97801

541-429-4310

All financing on approved credit through TFS. All vehicles subject to prior sale.  All 
prices plus tax and title. Dealer doc fees vary by dealer. Offers end 4/30/19. 

For more details call 1-888-21-TOYOTA. 

Every new Toyota comes with
STAY SAFE WITH TSS. 
STANDARD ON
THESE VEHICLES.

BuyAToyota.com

Double Cab SR5
Excludes TRD Pro

LEASE A NEW 2019

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$1,999

$399 mo. 
36 mos.

4X4

Over 10,000 lbs
of towing capacity  

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$3,399

$179 mo. 
36 mos.

LEASE A NEW 2019

SE

8” multimedia touch screen
comes standard with
Apple CarPlay support

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$2,799

$249 mo. 
36 mos.

LE
LEASE A NEW 2019

2,799

249

AWD

LE AWD-e

AWD

4X4

Excludes TRD Pro

LEASE A NEW 2019
TRD

Off-Road Double Cab

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$3,199

$299 mo. 
36 mos.

3.5-liter V6 
direct-injection 
engine

179

Confidently face the elements in the
NEW AWD Prius. This means more
exploring with fewer compromises.

LEASE A NEW 2019

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$2,999

$299 mo. 
36 mos.

AWD

LE
LEASE A NEW 2019

Impressive MPG!

Security 
Deposit$0 Due at Signing

$2,799

$269 mo. 
36 mos.


