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CHICAGO (AP) — A 
global team of experts next 
week will begin reviewing 
how the Boeing 737 Max’s 
fl ight control system was 
approved by the U.S. Federal 
Aviation Administration.

The FAA says experts 
from nine international civil 
aviation authorities have 
confi rmed participation in 
a technical review promised 
by the agency.

Former National Trans-
portation Safety Board 
Chairman Chris Hart will 
lead the group, which also 
will have experts from the 
FAA and NASA. They will 
look at the plane’s auto-
mated system including the 
way it interacts with pilots. 
The group will meet Tues-
day and is expected to fi nish 
in 90 days.

The Boeing jetliner has 
been grounded around the 
world since mid-March after 
two crashes killed 346 peo-
ple. Investigators are focus-
ing on anti-stall software 
that pushed the planes’ noses 
down based on erroneous 

sensor readings.
In a statement Friday, the 

FAA said aviation authori-
ties from Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, China, the Euro-
pean Union, Japan, Indo-
nesia, Singapore and the 
United Arab Emirates have 
agreed to help with the 
work, called a Joint Authori-

ties Technical Review.
The group will evalu-

ate the automated fl ight 
control design and deter-
mine whether it complies 
with regulations. It also will 
decide if changes need to be 
made in the FAA’s approval 
process.

Chicago-based Boeing is 

working on a software fi x 
to the planes’ anti-stall sys-
tem, known by its acronym, 
MCAS. In both an October 
crash off the coast of Indo-
nesia and a March crash in 
Ethiopia, a faulty sensor 
reading triggered MCAS 
and pushed the plane’s 
nose down, and pilots were 

unable to recover.
Pilots at U.S. airlines 

complained that they didn’t 
even know about MCAS 
until after the October crash. 
They then received com-
puter training that described 
the system and how to 
respond when something 
goes wrong with it.

On Wednesday, Boe-
ing CEO Dennis Muilen-
burg said the company com-
pleted its last test fl ight of 
updated fl ight-control soft-
ware. Muilenburg said test 
pilots fl ew 120 fl ights total-
ing 203 hours with the new 
software. The company is 
expected to conduct a cru-
cial certifi cation fl ight with 
an FAA test pilot on board 
soon, possibly next week.

“We are making steady 
progress toward certifi ca-
tion” and returning the Max 
to service, Muilenburg said 
as he stood in front of a Max 
jet at Boeing Field in Seattle.

Muilenburg said he went 
on a test fl ight that day and 
saw the updated software 
“operating as designed 

across a range of fl ight 
conditions.”

In the U.S., United Air-
lines has removed its 14 Max 
jets from the schedule until 
early July, while Ameri-
can, with 24, and Southwest, 
with 34, are not counting on 
the planes until August.

It could take longer before 
foreign airlines can use their 
Max jets. Regulators out-
side the U.S. once relied on 
the FAA’s judgment in such 
matters but have indicated 
plans to conduct their own 
reviews this time.

Foreign countries may 
impose additional require-
ments, delaying the use of 
the Max by their carriers.

For example, FAA 
experts concluded in a draft 
report that while pilots need 
training on the anti-stall 
system, they do not need 
additional time in fl ight 
simulators. Canada’s trans-
portation minister said this 
week, however, that he 
wants simulator training for 
Max pilots. Air Canada has 
24 Max jets.
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In this Wednesday, April 10, 2019, fi le photo, a Boeing 737 MAX 8 airplane being built for 

India-based Jet Airways takes off  on a test fl ight at Boeing Field in Seattle.

By JOSH BOAK
AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — U.S. 
home construction slipped 
0.3% in March, as housing 
starts are running below 
last year’s pace in a sign that 
inventory could be a chal-
lenge for would-be buyers.

The Commerce Depart-
ment said Friday that 
groundbreakings last month 
occurred at a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 1.14 
million. So far this year, 
starts have fallen 9.7%. 
Builders are pulling back 
from their construction of 
single-family houses and 
apartments, even though 
the solid job market has pro-
vided a base of demand from 
buyers seeking an upgrade. 
Nor does the supply squeeze 
seem likely to end soon 

as permits, an indicator of 
future activity, fell 1.7% 
to an annual rate of 1.27 
million.

Homebuyers have bene-
fi ted from average 30-year 

mortgage rates that have 
drifted down to 4.17% after 
peaking at nearly 5% in 
November. But years of 
price gains eclipsing income 
growth has left many buy-

ers unable to afford a home, 
possibly suppressing con-
struction activity.

“Higher home prices 
have eaten into some of the 
increased purchasing power 
driven by lower mortgage 
rates and higher incomes,” 
said Danielle Hale, chief 
economist at realtor.com. 
“As a result, while some 
indicators show that buy-
ers have more momentum 
than initially expected this 
year, affordability is still 
very top of mind and could 
help explain slower housing 
starts.”

Housing starts fell last 
month in the Northeast, 
Midwest and South, but they 
surged in the West. The con-
struction data can be vola-
tile, so the regional levels of 
homebuilding can change 
sharply on a monthly basis.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Federal regulators are 
reportedly considering 
seeking some kind of over-
sight of Mark Zuckerberg’s 
leadership of Facebook over 
the social network giant’s 
mishandling of users’ per-
sonal information.

Discussions between 
Facebook and the U.S. 
Federal Trade Commis-
sion offi cials about its 
data-handing lapses have 
touched on holding the 
CEO personally account-
able, The Washington Post
reported Friday. Zucker-
berg controls a majority of 
Facebook’s voting stock 
and has run the company 
since starting it at Harvard 
in 2004.

The Post quoted two 
anonymous sources famil-
iar with the discussions. 
It said putting restraints 
on Zuckerberg could send 
a message to other tech 
giants that the FTC could 
hold their executives 
accountable for privacy 
misdeeds.

The FTC had no com-
ment and Facebook did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The commission opened 
an investigation into Face-
book last year after rev-
elations that data mining 
fi rm Cambridge Analytica 
had gathered details on as 
many as 87 million Face-
book users without their 
permission.
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In this Jan. 23, 2019, fi le photo, construction workers build 

new housing in Salisbury, Mass.

Report: FTC considering 
oversight of Facebook’s 
Zuckerberg
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Stk. #19H485. New 2019 Toyota Prius LE AWD . MSRP $27,578. Sale price $26,554. 36-month lease for $299/month. 12,000 miles/
year. $2995 cash down. GFV $15719. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Plus tax, title and $75 dealer doc fee. See 

dealer for details. Expires 04/30/19.

Stk. #20H004. New 2020 Toyota Corolla Hybrid LE . MSRP $24,254. Sale price $22,997. 36-month lease for $299/
month. 12,000 miles/year. $1200 cash down. GFV $13825. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Plus tax, 

title and $75 dealer doc fee. See dealer for details. Expires 04/30/19.

Stk. #19H493. New 2019 Toyota Rav4 LE AWD . MSRP $28,944. Sale price $27,680. 36-month lease for $299/month. 12,000 miles/year. $1200 cash 
down. GFV $17945. No security deposit required. On approved credit. Plus tax, title and $75 dealer doc fee. See dealer for details. Expires 04/30/19.
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