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Lawsuit renews attack on
ograzing in Oregon national forest

By MATEUSZ
PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

Environmentalists are
continuing their legal bat-
tle against grazing in Ore-
gon’s Fremont-Winema
National Forest with a law-
suit over federal management
of a 170,000-acre livestock
allotment.

The complaint filed by
Concerned Friends of the
Winema and four other envi-
ronmental groups marks
the fourth case in roughly a
decade alleging violations of
federal statutes in the Ante-
lope allotment. Environmen-
tal groups won more than
$340,000 in litigation costs
for two of those earlier cases.

In the most recent law-
suit, the U.S. Forest Service
is accused of unlawfully
approving a 10-year graz-
ing permit for the allotment
despite “irreparable harm” to
the threatened Oregon spot-
ted frog and wetland plants
and mollusks.

“Rather than protect these
special resources, the For-
est Service has continued
to authorize livestock graz-
ing on the allotment that its
own monitoring and experts
acknowledge is  causing
chronic damage and unac-
ceptable impacts to these
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Environmental groups are targeting grazing in the Fre-

mont-Winema National Forest

riparian areas and species,”
the complaint said. “Miti-
gation measures — such as
fences and water troughs —
have not been effective at pre-
venting cattle from harming
the sensitive species and their
habitat.”

A representative of the
Forest Service said the
agency doesn’t comment on
pending litigation and Capital
Press was unable to reach an
attorney who has represented
affected ranchers in the past.

Last year, a “biological
opinion” conducted by the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice concluded that grazing
plans for the allotment are
unlikely to jeopardize the
frog or adversely affect its
critical habitat, as long as cer-

tain conditions are followed.

Because the plans only
allow for “moderate” levels
of grazing and require fenc-
ing and gates to shield Ore-
gon spotted frogs from live-
stock during sensitive periods
of low water, the effects on
the species are expected to be
insignificant, the report said.

“Therefore, since riparian
system function will be main-
tained or improved, and since
water quality and quantity
will be maintained, and given
Oregon spotted frogs are
dependent upon riparian and
aquatic systems, we expect
that habitat function for Ore-
gon spotted frogs would not
change,” according to the
agency.

However, the recent law-

suit alleges that grazing will
be expanded into “exponen-
tially more sensitive riparian
areas” that were previously
closed to livestock, which
wasn’t properly analyzed in
the Forest Service’s environ-
mental analysis of the plans.

For example, the agency
will permit grazing in Ore-
gon spotted frog habitat to
increase from 27 acres to
525 acres without adequately
explaining how it will “dis-
courage” grazing during vul-
nerable seasons, the com-
plaint said.

These and other problems
violate the National Forest
Management Act, National
Environmental  Protection
Act and the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, according to the
complaint.

The plaintiffs want a fed-
eral judge to overturn the For-
est Service’s grazing plans
and prohibit livestock from
the allotment until the agency
complies with those federal
laws.

Earlier this year, a federal
judge dissolved an injunc-
tion against grazing in the
Chemult Pasture — a major
portion of the Antelope allot-
ment — after finding the For-
est Service sufficiently sup-
ported its conclusion that
Oregon spotted frogs won’t
be harmed.

Looters hit Lewis and Clark
National Historical Park

By KATIE
FRANKOWICZ
The Daily Astorian

The National Park Ser-
vice is investigating the
looting of an archaeologi-
cal site at Lewis and Clark
National Historical Park.

Investigators say arti-
facts were dug up and taken
near the Netul River Trail
on the south end of the park
sometime near the end of
March.

Superintendent Jon
Burpee could not provide
details about what might
have been taken since the
crime is still under inves-
tigation, but he said items
at the site may be up to 100
years old.

“(The site) doesn’t nec-
essarily, at least from our
knowledge, extend any
further back than that,”
Burpee said. “A lot of items
were ones that were essen-
tially dumped there over
time, but it’s another layer
of the overall history of the
site and still very important
to us.”

“It has us on a more
heightened stance for all of
the archaeological sites we
know about in the park,” he
added.

The looters disturbed
around 12 dump trucks
worth of soil. They also
impacted an area that is
home to a rare salt marsh

plant community that is
$O uncommon it is consid-
ered “imperiled” in Oregon,
according to Carla Cole,
the natural resource proj-
ect manager at Lewis and
Clark.

The National Park Ser-
vice’s investigative branch
said evidence suggests
metal detectors were used
to locate artifacts and dig
nine other holes.

“Archaeologists make
a great effort to record the
context from which arti-
facts are recovered to bet-
ter understand their use and
disposition and the wider
historical picture,” Rachel
Stokeld, a cultural resource
specialist at the park, said
in a statement.

“All this important infor-
mation is now lost because
of this illegal excavation.”

Though the park has
seen evidence of digging
in the past — most recently
about a year ago — the
looting off the Netul River
Trail is the most serious
crime to happen at the park
since the theft of a bronze
statue of Sacagawea and
her baby, Jean Baptiste
Charbonneau, in 2008.

Four people were impli-
cated in that crime. The
statue, which cost around
$20,000, turned up at a
scrap metal yard in cen-
tral Oregon, hacked into
pieces.
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Court finds part of juvenile
sentencing law unconstitutional

PORTLAND (AP)
— The Oregon Court of
Appeals has ruled that the
state is violating the U.S.
Constitution when it sen-
tences juvenile offenders to
life in prison without con-
sidering their youth.

The court in its 2-1 rul-
ing Wednesday found that
the state is in conflict with
the Eighth Amendment
when juveniles convicted of
aggravated murder are sen-
tenced without taking into
account that youth offend-
ers are developmentally dif-
ferent than adults convicted
of the same crime, Ore-
gon Public Broadcasting
reported.

“We conclude that the
imposition of life imprison-
ment on juvenile offenders

WHNP-BC, DNP

without individualized con-
siderations of youth by the
sentencing court, is uncon-
stitutional under the Eighth
Amendment,” Judge Bron-
son James wrote for the
majority.

The ruling stems from
the case of Justin Link, who
was convicted of aggravated
murder for the March 2001
death of Barbara Thomas.
She was killed near Red-
mond, Oregon, by her teen-
age son and four of his
friends, including Link.

Link was sentenced to
a mandatory minimum
of 30 years in prison. He
was given the possibility
of applying for parole after
serving the mandatory min-
imum sentence.

The appeals court has
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vacated that sentence. Link
is set to be resentenced.

The ruling is part of an
effort to bring the state in
line with a 2012 decision
by the U.S. Supreme Court,
which ruled it is unconstitu-
tional to sentence juveniles
to life in prison without the
possibility of parole if that is
the only option available to
judges or juries.

For juveniles convicted
of aggravated murder, the
state currently has two
options: life without the pos-
sibility of parole, or a min-
imum sentence of 30 years
in prison. On the mini-
mum sentence, defendants
have to prove they will be
rehabilitated to  eventu-
ally get the possibility of
parole.
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Katie Morioka,
WHNP-BC, DNP is
Now accepting new
patients.

Nurse Practitioner

Education: Oregon Health
Science University

Insurance Accepted: Most major
insurances, Medicare, Medicaid

Special Services:
Womens Health

\f CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

3001 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801

- —
Call for your appointment today

541.966.0535

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.SAHPENDLETON.ORG
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