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A portion of the pedestrian bridge over the Umatilla River near Umatilla High School col-

lapsed Sunday.

trespass charges. Stock-
dale said the bridge is 
“unusable and unsafe.”

“Go ahead and be curi-
ous — from a distance,” 
he said. “If nature is tak-
ing out a structure like 
that, it’s defi nitely lethal 
to humans.”

The Umatilla City 
Council plans to make 
an emergency declara-
tion regarding the bridge 
during their meeting at 
8 p.m. Tuesday evening 
at city hall, following a 
budget work session at 
6 p.m.

On Saturday the Uma-
tilla River continued to run 
high elsewhere, including 
the rapids formed along 
Umatilla River Road and 
the fl ooding that contin-
ued through Riverfront 
Park in Hermiston. 

Bridge: Pedestrian span closed after collapse
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from Heppner, who he said 
he has worked with at the 
local level.

“They’re the face of 
rural health care,” he said. 
“Without rural health care, 
you don’t have rural life.”

John Murray, who owns 
Murray Drug, said that he 
hopes to see Wyden’s con-
tinued support in holding 
pharmaceutical companies 
accountable.

“Anything you can do 
to rein them in this session 
would be fantastic,” he 
said. “Anything to shine a 
light on where the money 
is going.”

Wyden said keep-
ing pharmaceutical costs 
down and dealing with 
rural health care needs 
are some of his biggest 
priorities.

“Senator Grassley 
(R-Iowa) and I are talking 
among our staffs about the 
possibility of a rural health 
care bill in this Congress,” 
Wyden said. “I see it as my 
job to try and make sure 
there are policies to give 
them the opportunity to 
keep the doors open.”

Representatives of the 
Confederated Tribes of 
the Umatilla Indian Res-
ervation were at the meet-
ing to talk to Wyden about 
health and nutrition efforts 
among tribal members.

Rosenda Shippentower 
said the tribe has been 
working to reduce diabe-
tes rates, which she said 
disproportionately affects 
Native Americans. She 
thanked Wyden for his 
support of the Special Dia-
betes Program for Indians.

Shippentower said they 

have used the special 
funding for education, to 
purchase equipment and 
for eye screenings.

“We’re very proud of 
that,” she said. “But we’re 
concerned that funding 
will expire in 2019.”

Wyden said he would 
do anything he could do 
to maintain funding for 

the program. He said while 
Medicare used to focus 
more on acute issues, that’s 
not the case anymore.

“Today, it’s about 
chronic illness,” he said. 
“Cancer, diabetes, strokes, 
chronic pulmonary disease 
— and the latest estimate 
is that 80 percent of Medi-
care will involve treating 
people who have two or 
more of those conditions.”

He said in light of those 
changes, preventative 
measures and programs 
like the diabetes educa-
tion program become even 
more important.

A Boardman resident 
told Wyden she wanted 
some assurance that Medi-
care and Social Security 
funds would not be raided 
to pay for President Don-
ald Trump’s proposed bor-
der wall.

“I’m more concerned 
they’ll be raided to pay for 
that $1.5 billion tax cut,” 
Wyden said.

Constituents also asked 

Wyden about international 
trade as well as develop-
ment projects at the Port of 
Morrow.

Morrow County Com-
missioner Don Russell 
thanked Wyden for his 
support of the Wheatridge 
project, which will become 
a site for solar, wind and 
battery storage in Morrow 
County.

“It will be the fi rst 
one in Oregon without 
the fl ashing red lights at 
night (on the wind tur-
bines),” Russell said. “The 
lights will be off unless 
something fl ies into their 
RADAR space.”

Russell said he’d like 
to see that practice repli-
cated nationally — an idea 
Wyden said he liked.

Kevin Gray of Morrow 
County Grain Growers 
told Wyden about a major 
grain storage project going 
on at the port, and the 
opportunities to ship grain 
from the Midwest. The 
grain will end up in Port-
land, he said, and even-
tually head to Asia. He 
asked Wyden to consider 
the importance of export 
markets.

“Trade has huge stakes 
for Morrow County and for 
the whole state,” Wyden 
said. “One of fi ve jobs in 
Oregon revolve around 
international trade.”

He said he agrees with 
some of President Trump’s 
trade philosophies.

“Especially with China 
ripping off our technolo-
gies,” he said. “But I think 
if you have a tariff that hits 
your allies, and hits people 
who want to spend money 
in Oregon, that doesn’t 
seem like a winner.”
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Sen. Ron Wyden answers a question Sunday at a town hall 

at the Port of Morrow Riverfront Room in Boardman.
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Heppner pharmacist John 

Murray, of Heppner, talks to 

Sen. Ron Wyden about phar-

maceutical pricing and regu-

lations Sunday at a town hall 

at the Port of Morrow River-

front Room in Boardman.

of Umatilla plans to declare 
an emergency as well Tues-
day night following its bud-
get workshop. The Umatilla 
County Board of Commis-
sioners made the declaration 
last week.

The discharge from 
McKay Reservoir into the 
creek peaked Saturday, 
topping 2,800 cubic feet 
per second, according to 
city sources. The Bureau 
of Reclamation operates 
the reservoir and its dam 
south of Pendleton. Bureau 
spokesperson Michael Cof-
fey said McKay can hold 
73,800 acre-feet of water 
and Saturday at about 
7:30 p.m. was almost 95 
percent full.

The fl ood forced the 
assisted living facility Wil-
lowbrook Terrace to evacu-
ate its 35 residents to a sister 
facility, Elizabethan Manor.

Willowbrook’s back 
property rests on the banks 
of McKay Creek. The 
fast-rising water fl ooded the 
facility’s basement, over-
whelmed the pumps and 
backed up the sewer. Wil-
lowbrook director Corey 
Crismon said the center fol-
lowed its evacuation plan. 
All available staff came 
in and the Pendleton Fire 
Department handled coor-
dination. Local bus compa-
nies and others volunteered 
to transport the residents. 
He praised the community 
action.

Crismon said this was the 
fi rst fl ood he has dealt with. 
Crismon said staff placed 
sandbags around the bot-
tom of buildings, but the 
muddy water covered all 
of those. Willowbrook has 
emergency generators and 
a second fl oor, but Crismon 
said relocating the residents 
to another site was the safer 
action.

Pacifi c Power spokesman 
Drew Hanson said fi ve cus-
tomers were without power 
in the McKay area. That 
situation could last several 
days.

Hanson said the ground-
mount transformer that 
helps supply customers with 
electricity is inundated with 
water, and crews can’t make 
repairs until the fl ooding 
recedes. He added Pacifi c 
Power is in regular con-
tact with Umatilla County 
dispatch to determine any 
power issues.

Hanson urged residents 
to stay away from downed 
power lines and to report 
loss of power by phone at 
1-877-508-5088 or by tex-
ting OUT 722797.

While residents toiled to 
keep the water at bay, vol-
unteers were busy up the 
street, fi lling sandbags and 
delivering them to McKay 
Creek residents.

Some of them started the 
work on Friday, when city 
workers and community vol-
unteers shoveled gravel into 
sandbags at McKay Park on 
Southwest 44th Street. 

Flooding: City emergency

Continued from Page A1

emergency declaration will 
help the city garner atten-
tion for a channel in need of 
repairs.

He said the channel was 
built in the 1960s after a 
high-water event and would 
divert creek overfl ow from 
Ukiah and some of the sur-
rounding properties if it was 
fully functional.

But the channel is fi lled 
with gravel, and Barber 
said he’s reached out to 
agencies like the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the 
Oregon Water Resources 
Department for 15-20 years 
to get help clearing it to no 
avail.

“We just want it gone,” 
he said.

Barber said it’s getting to 
the point where it’s starting 
to threaten a county bridge 
that crosses the creek to the 
south of town.

The Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Res-
ervation also called a state 
of emergency when its 
Board of Trustees passed a 
resolution Monday.

CTUIR spokesman 
Chuck Sams said most of 
the fl ooding occurred along 
Wildhorse Creek, Meacham 
Creek, and the Umatilla 
River in the Cayuse area.

Sams said the fl ood 
affected some tribal fi sher-
ies and homes, and  advised 
residents who draw their 
water from wells near these 
rivers to either boil their 
water or use bottled water.

Between Ukiah and 
Pendleton, fl ooding along 
McKay Creek also affected 
residents in the Pilot Rock 
area.

The fl ooding eroded 
30-40 feet of riverbank, said 
Mike Morehead, who lives 
near Pilot Rock with his 
wife Barbara.

The fl ooding was strong 
enough to tear down a power 
pole on the couple’s prop-
erty, Morehead said, leaving 
them without power for 14 
hours before Pacifi c Power 
restored service.

The Umatilla County 
Board of Commissioners 
on Wednesday declared 
an emergency because of 
fl ooding. 
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