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Heavy rains create flooding in
Washington, Oregon and Idaho

PULLMAN, Wash.
(AP) — Officials in the
adjacent college towns of
Pullman, Washington, and
Moscow, Idaho, are clean-
ing up after heavy rains
produced flooding.

The Moscow-Pull-
man Daily News reported
that flood waters poured
into homes and businesses
starting on Tuesday after-
noon. Pullman Fire Mar-
shal Chris Wehrung said
water damaged several
businesses and forced some
evacuations.

The flooding of Mis-
souri Flat Creek required
the use of a city front-
end loader to rescue two
or three people who were
standing on tables inside
a laundromat, and first
responders helped about a
half dozen people evacu-
ate a fitness studio, Weh-
rung said.

Pullman City Super-
visor Adam Lincoln said
water levels started to
recede on Tuesday night.

Across the state line in
Idaho, Paradise Creek in
Moscow was running a
foot above flood stage at
7 p.m. on Tuesday, accord-
ing to the National Weather
Service. Several homes
were damaged.

Resident Eric Clippinger
said the flood waters dam-
aged the utility room in
his home, and swept away

landscaping and some
tools.
“That’s why I have flood
insurance,” he said.
Meanwhile, heavy

rains produced flooding

in the Eugene, Oregon,
area. About 500 people
were evacuated from their
homes on Tuesday.

The evacuations fol-
lowed moderate flooding
Sunday and Monday along
the Coast Fork of the Wil-
lamette and Row rivers
near Eugene, The Regis-

AP Photo/Pete Caster
People look on as floodwaters from the South Fork of the Palouse River flow into a pedes-
trian bridge in downtown Pullman, Wash., on Tuesday.

ter-Guard reported.

The Lane County
sheriff’s office urged
area residents to stay
off the roads.

More than 4.3 inches of
rain has fallen in Eugene
since Thursday, includ-
ing a record-breaking 2.34
inches on Sunday.

Brown floats tobacco tax
increase to fund Medicaid

Associated Press

SALEM — Oregon Gov.
Kate Brown plans to pay
down the state’s Medicaid
shortfall through a $2 tax
increase on tobacco prod-
ucts, plus an additional tax
on e-cigarettes and other
vaping products.

The governor told the

House Commit-
tee on Revenue
Wednesday that

the tax “will pro-
vide long-term sus-
tainable  funding,”
while also encour-
aging people to quit
smoking.

Oregon has one of the
lowest cigarette taxes in
the country, at $1.33 per
20-pack of cigarettes.

The  proposed  tax
increase, which would have
to be approved by the Leg-
islature, would have cus-
tomers paying $3.33 in state
taxes, some of the highest in
the nation.

Brown said the plan will
bring in $346 million every
two years. She plans to ear-
mark 10% of the funds for
tobacco cessation programs,
with the rest going to the
state’s Medicaid fund.

Oregon is facing a $950
million Medicaid funding
gap, in part because of a
drop in federal funding. The

Brown

state will pay off halfits debt
with a recently approved tax
on health care providers.
The proposed tobacco tax
will help cover some of the
remaining costs.

The plan would also
impose the state’s first tax
on e-cigarettes, calling for
a 65% tax on the wholesale
price as a way to combat ris-
ing rates of vaping
among teens.

Supporters  say
that the tax will not
only bring in more
money for the state,

but also decrease
long-term health
care costs related

to smoking. The Oregon
Health Authority estimates
tobacco use costs Orego-
nians $2.5 billion a year.

“Tobacco is one of the
highest drivers of the health
care system,” said Christo-
pher Friend, with the Amer-
ican Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network.

“This tax would reduce
the number of lives lost and
save our health care sys-
tem millions of dollars over
time.”

Business groups
slammed the idea, saying
that high taxes would hurt
small businesses and only
push consumers to find the
products online or on the
black market.
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Appeals Court won’t review
Oregon’s non-unanimous jury law

PORTLAND (AP)
— The Oregon Court of
Appeals has upheld the
state’s non-unanimous jury
law, when it declined to
reverse a Portland judge’s
decision not to grant a new
trial to a black man con-
victed in a split jury verdict.

The Oregonian/Oregon-
Live reports that while the
Appeals Court said Olan
Jermaine Williams raised
“serious concerns’ about his
10-2 conviction in 2016, it
ruled Wednesday it couldn’t
review the case.

Williams was found
guilty in  Multnomah
County Circuit Court of

sodomizing an unconscious
man, and was sentenced to 8
years in prison.

Afterward, the lone black
juror assigned to Williams’
trial spoke publicly, claim-
ing she had voted not guilty
and felt that the majority
of the jury disregarded her
view. An attorney for Wil-
liams filed for a new trial
based on the argument that
all people have implicit
biases, especially against
people of a different race.

For decades, Oregon
juries — and those in only
one other state, Louisiana —
have been permitted to con-
vict most felony defendants

with a 10-2 vote. A petition
before the Supreme Court
claims the statute deprives
some defendants of equal
protection under the law.

Judge Bronson James
didn’t grant Williams a new
trial, writing that his defense
hadn’t presented any evi-
dence that implicit racial
bias motivated the jury.

But James in his ruling
all but said that an effort
to squelch nonwhite voices
was part of the motiva-
tion for creating Oregon’s
non-unanimous jury sys-
tem, which voters added to
the state’s constitution in
1934.
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Dr Kargar is
now accepting
new patients.

Internal Medicine

Board Certification: Board Certified
American Board of Internal Medicine,
University of Medicine & Dental of New
Jersey School of Osteo Medicine

Education: California State University,
Hayward

Insurance Accepted: Most major
insurances, Medicare, Medicaid

Special Services: Internal Medicine

\f CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

3001 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801
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Call for your appointment today
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