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UK Parliament 
rejects alternatives 
to Brexit deal

LONDON (AP) — Brit-
ain’s Parliament has spoken 
— and it has said no, again.

Lawmakers seeking a 
way out of the country’s 
Brexit morass on Monday 
rejected four alternatives to 
the government’s unpopu-
lar European Union divorce 
deal that would have soft-
ened or even halted Brit-
ain’s departure.

With just 12 days until 
the U.K. must come up with 
a new plan or crash out of 
the bloc in chaos, the House 
of Commons threw out four 
alternatives to Prime Minis-
ter Theresa May’s thrice-re-
jected Brexit deal — though 
in some cases by a whisker.

The result leaves the 
government with a range of 
unpalatable choices. It can 
gamble on a fourth attempt 
to push May’s unloved 
deal through Parliament, 
let Britain tumble out of 
the bloc without a deal, or 
roll the dice by opting for 
a snap election to shake up 
Parliament.

Study gives new 
options for people 
with rare cancers

ATLANTA (AP) — Peo-
ple with rare cancers have 
been out of luck — not only 
do most lack good treat-
ments but drug compa-
nies also don’t pursue them 
because of small potential 
sales. Now, a federal study 
that pools these folks gives 
them strength in numbers 
and new options.

The first results from this 
novel effort were revealed 
at an American Association 
for Cancer Research confer-
ence in Atlanta on Sunday. 
They suggest that for people 
with one of these unusual 
diseases, there seems to be a 
way to predict who will ben-
efit from a drug combo that 
boosts the immune system 
and who will not.

Brigitte Sagasser, 54, of 
San Marcos, California, is 
one study participant who 
seems to be benefiting. Her 
tumors have been shrinking 
since starting the treatment 
a year ago for a rare type of 
ovarian cancer that defied 
surgeries, chemotherapy 
and hormone therapy.

Threat to close 
border stirs fears 
of economic harm

EL PASO, Texas (AP) — 
President Donald Trump’s 
threat to shut down the 
southern border raised fears 
on Monday of dire economic 
consequences in the U.S. 
and an upheaval of daily 
life in a corner of the coun-
try that relies on the interna-
tional flow of not just goods 
and services but also stu-
dents, families and workers.

Politicians, business 
leaders and economists 
warned that such a move 
would block incoming ship-
ments of fruits and vegeta-
bles, TVs, medical devices 
and other products and cut 
off people who commute to 
their jobs or school or come 
across to go shopping.

“Let’s hope the threat 
is nothing but a bad April 
Fools’ joke,” said economist 
Dan Griswold at the Merca-
tus Center at George Mason 
University in Virginia. He 
said Trump’s threat would 
be the “height of folly,” not-
ing that an average of 15,000 
trucks and $1.6 billion in 
goods cross the border every 
day.

Trump brought up the 
possibility of closing ports 
of entry along the southern 
border Friday and revisited 
it in tweets over the week-
end because of a surge of 
Central Americans migrants 
who are seeking asylum.

Official: Trump 
team overruled 25 
clearance denials

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— A career official in the 
White House security office 
says dozens of people in 
President Donald Trump’s 

administration were granted 
security clearances despite 
“disqualifying issues” in 
their backgrounds, includ-
ing concerns about foreign 
influence, drug use and 
criminal conduct.

Tricia Newbold, an 
18-year government 
employee who oversaw the 
issuance of clearances for 
some senior White House 
aides, says she compiled a 
list of at least 25 officials 
who were initially denied 
security clearances last year 
but then had those denials 
overruled by senior admin-
istration officials.

The allegations were 
detailed in a letter and 
memo released Monday 
by Rep. Elijah Cummings 
of Maryland, chairman of 
the House Oversight and 
Reform Committee. The 

documents, which are based 
on Newbold’s March 23 pri-
vate committee interview, 
don’t identify the officials 
on the list.

“According to Ms. New-
bold, these individuals had 
a wide range of serious dis-
qualifying issues involv-
ing foreign influence, con-
flicts of interest, concerning 
personal conduct, finan-
cial problems, drug use 
and criminal conduct,” the 
memo says.

The release of the doc-
uments sets the stage for 
another fight between the 
White House and the Dem-
ocratic-controlled House, 
and immediately drew crit-
icism from House Repub-
licans who called the alle-
gations overblown and 
“cherry-picked.”

61-year-old serves 
as surrogate for 
son, his husband

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) 
— A 61-year-old Nebraska 
woman who served as a sur-
rogate mother for her son 
and his husband has given 
birth to a baby girl.

Matthew Eledge and 
Elliot Dougherty were 
talking about becoming par-
ents when Eledge’s mother 
and Dougherty’s sister 
offered to help.

Cecile Eledge was 60 
at the time and had gone 
through menopause, but 
she was approved as a 
surrogate after extensive 
screening. 

Dougherty’s sister was 
the egg donor, and after doc-
tors used Eledge’s sperm to 

fertilize the egg, the embryo 
was implanted.

Cecile Eledge gave birth 
last week at Nebraska Medi-
cal Center in Omaha. 

The family says they’ve 
received nothing but 
support.

AP sources: Trump 
considers adding 
‘immigration czar’

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— As he threatens to shut 
down the southern border, 
President Donald Trump is 
considering bringing on a 
“border” or “immigration 
czar” to coordinate immi-
gration policies across 
various federal agencies, 
according to people famil-
iar with the talks.

Trump is weighing at 
least two potential can-
didates for the post: For-
mer Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach and 
former Virginia Attorney 
General Ken Cuccinelli 
— two far-right conserva-
tives with strong views on 
immigration.

It has yet to be decided 
whether the post would be 
housed within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
or the White House.

White House press aides, 
Kobach and Cuccinelli did 
not immediately respond to 
requests for comment.

The planning comes as 
Trump is threatening anew 
to close the U.S.-Mexico 
border as soon as this week 
if Mexico does not com-
pletely halt illegal immi-
gration into the U.S. 
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Dave’s Killer Bread 
24 to 27-oz.  
Selected varieties.

349
ea
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