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FBI tracked former Trump lawyer’s
phones with controversial device

By MICHAEL R. SISAK
Associated Press

NEW YORK Michael
Cohen, meet the Triggerfish.

Search warrant documents
made public Tuesday show the
FBI used highly secretive and
controversial cellphone sweep-
ing technology to zero in on
President Donald Trump’s for-
mer personal lawyer when agents
raided his New York City home,
hotel room and office last year.

Agents using a Triggerfish
cell-site simulator tracked the
whereabouts of Cohen’s two
iPhones to a pair of rooms a floor
apart at the Manhattan hotel
where he and his family had
taken up residence while their
apartment was being renovated,
the documents said. The raid
happened the next day.

The FBI said in its warrant
application that it was only using
the device to locate Cohen’s
phones, not to intercept his calls
or text messages.

Separately,  the  agency
obtained logs of the numbers
Cohen was calling and texting,
and reams of location data —
including for the time period
just before the 2016 presiden-
tial election, when he negoti-
ated hush-money payments for
women alleging they had sex
with Trump. They also got per-

to the phones or hold them up to
his face to unlock them.

But it was the agency’s use of
cell-site technology that stood
out amid nearly 900 pages of
documents from the Cohen raids.

Civil liberties and privacy
groups have been objecting to
the suitcase-sized devices, some-
times known as StingRays or
Hailstorms, which act like a cell
tower and often connect to cell-
phones other than those of the
person being tracked. Police
departments and federal agencies
have been using them in secrecy

AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite, File
In this Feb. 28, 2019, file photo, Michael Cohen, President Donald
Trump'’s former lawyer, leaves a closed-door interview before the
House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington.

The technology, originally
developed for the military, can
pull data from a target’s devices
— but also from unwitting peo-
ple whose phones connect to the
phony cell tower because it’s
often closest and shows the stron-
gest signal. Police can determine
the location of a phone without
the user even making a call or
sending a text message. Some
even allow law enforcement to
listen in on conversations or see
text messages as they’re being
sent and received.

“They’re very dangerous

cellular communications in the
areca,” said Adam Scott Wandt, a
lawyer and professor at the John
Jay College of Criminal Justice
in New York City.

The government said it did
not want Cohen notified of its
high-tech efforts to track his
communications because it had
reason to believe that would
lead to evidence tampering or
destruction, witness intimida-
tion or other actions that would
“seriously jeopardize an ongoing
investigation.”

In New York, use of the tech-
nology was virtually unknown
to the public until last year
when the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union forced the disclosure
of records showing the NYPD
used the devices more than 1,000
times since 2008.

That included cases in which
the technology helped catch sus-
pects in kidnappings, rapes, rob-
beries, assaults and murders. It
has even helped find missing
people. But defense lawyers
have also fought to limit the use
of evidence collected with the
devices.

“Any time law enforcement
gets to operate in complete
secrecy and there’s little to no
oversight and with no ability for
defense attorneys to challenge
it in a court of law, you run into
significant problems,” said Legal

Nominee to lead
FAA will face
challenge on
Boeing oversight

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump has tapped a for-
mer Delta Air Lines executive to lead
the Federal Aviation Administration
as the regulator deals with questions
about its approval of a Boeing airliner
involved in two deadly crashes within
five months.

The White House said Tuesday that
Trump will nominate Stephen Dickson
to head the FAA. The agency has been
led by an acting administrator since
January 2018.

Separately, the Transportation
Department confirmed that its watch-
dog agency will examine how the FAA
certified the Boeing 737 Max 8 aircraft,
the now-grounded plane involved in
two fatal accidents within five months.

The FAA had stood by the safety
of the plane up until last Wednesday,
despite other countries grounding it.

Transportation Secretary Elaine
Chao formally requested the audit in a
letter sent to Inspector General Calvin
Scovel 111 on Tuesday.

Chao, whose agency oversees the
FAA, said the audit will improve the
department’s decision-making. Her let-
ter confirmed that she had previously
requested an audit. It did not mention
that the inspector general and federal
prosecutors have already started look-
ing into the development and regula-
tory approval of the jet, as reported by
news outlets, including The Associated
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Christina Miles, Bruce’s
mother, was overcome with
tears. “I'm so happy,” she
said.

Defense attorneys Kevin
Sali and John Robb con-
tended that Bruce suddenly
started punching and beat-
ing Courtier unprovoked on
the night of Aug. 10, 2016,
after Courtier drove up to a
7-Eleven in Gresham with
his fiancée.

The defense said Court-
ier, 40, has had Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disor-
der since childhood and suf-
fered a concussion or brain
injury during the beating,
causing him to react impul-
sively and without thinking
clearly by getting in his Jeep
and fatally striking Bruce.

Prosecutor David Han-
non said there was no evi-
dence that Bruce started the
fight. Video shows Bruce
peacefully standing out-
side the store when Court-
ier drove up and parked,
then suddenly a fight began,
the prosecutor said. Bruce
was leaving the area when
Courtier got into a Jeep and
started driving toward him
and onto a sidewalk, strik-
ing him while Bruce tried
to get away, Hannon said.
Bruce died three days later.

Hannon said he couldn’t
say what the fight at the con-
venience store was about,
but noted that Bruce was
black and Courtier is white.
He also noted that Courtier
joined a racist white prison
gang, European Kindred, in
2003 or 2004 and had the
gang’s initials and shield
logo tattooed onto his leg.

Hannon played a video
for jurors in which Court-
ier said the N-word while in
a police interview room. He
also said there was no evi-
dence in medical records
that Courtier suffered a
concussion or brain injury

during the fight.
Courtier’s girlfriend,
Colleen Hunt, pleaded

guilty to manslaughter last
week.
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