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Wolves prove resilient, but new
proposal could curtail expansion

By MATTHEW BROWN
AND JOHN FLESHER
Associated Press

proposal to strip gray wolves
of their remaining federal
protections could curtail their
rapid expansion across vast
swaths of the U.S. West and
Great Lakes, yet the preda-
tors already are proving to be
resilient in states where hunt-
ing and trapping occur.

Thursday’s Interior
Department  proposal  to
remove  threatened  and
endangered species protec-
tions for wolves would end
a decades-long restoration
effort that saw a remark-
able turnaround for an ani-
mal once nearly exterminated
across the Lower 48 states.
Now more than 6,000 gray
wolves live in portions of nine
states.

Authority over wolves
would revert to state wild-
life agencies with no obli-
gation to maintain current
numbers. Critics say that
amounts to a death sentence
for thousands of the animals,
shrinking  well-established
populations and preventing
wanderers from carving out
new territory.

The track record sug-
gests otherwise in parts of the
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This June 30,2017, remote camera image released by the U.S.
Forest Service shows a female gray wolf and her mate with
a pup born in 2017 in the wilds of Lassen National Forest in

Northern California.

Northern Rockies, where wolf
numbers have not noticeably
flagged in the face of aggres-
sive hunting and trapping.

When legal wolf har-
vests began in Montana and
Idaho in 2009, wildlife advo-
cates and some scientists
argued their numbers would
plummet.

Hunters and trappers have
since killed almost 4,400
wolves in the two states,
according to data from state
wildlife agencies obtained by
The Associated Press. About
1,500 more were killed by
government wildlife agents

and property owners follow-
ing attacks on livestock and
similar conflicts.

But wolves are such pro-
lific breeders that after each
hunting season, their num-
bers bounced back the next
spring. That continued even
as wildlife regulators loos-
ened trapping restrictions and
allowed individual hunters
and trappers to harvest multi-
ple animals.

The wolf populations for
the two states hovered at
around 1,700 animals com-
bined from 2009 through the
beginning of 2016, the most
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Oregon governor
welcomes investigation
into day care death

recent year with figures from

both states. By SARAH Brown, who oversees
“We’re almost a decade ZIMMERMAN the Early Learning Divi-
into hunting and trapping and Associated Press sion, acknowledged flaws

within the office, specifi-
cally with its Child Care
Safety Portal, which is
used to share complaints
against licensed child care
facilities.

Brown added that her
office is working to make
sure that agencies are doing
a better job and ensure that
regulations are stronger.

House Republican
Leader Rep. Carl Wil-
son called for the Oregon
Department of Justice and
the U.S. Attorney’s Office
to open a formal investi-
gation into the death of the
child.

“Thousands of young
parents entrust the care of
their children to day care
providers, expecting their
infants, toddlers and pre-
schoolers to be in good
hands at state-regulated
centers,” said Wilson, a
Grants Pass Republican.
“Withholding this kind of
information is completely
unacceptable.”

Brown said she would be
fine with an investigation
and denied the incident was
part of a political cover-up.
She added that her office
is responding to a trove of
public records requests sur-
rounding the death.

we still have a population that
is robust and well distributed.
It can be done well,” said Bob
Inman, a biologist with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Wildlife researcher Scott
Creel at Montana State Uni-
versity said his examination
of population data suggests
sustained high harvest rates
are pushing wolves near a
“tipping point” that would
drive the species into decline.
State officials said they see
no cause for concern and
expect the population size to
fluctuate.

Montana’s wolf numbers
dipped from its 2013 peak
over the last several years
before increasing in 2017, the
data show.

Meanwhile, packs from
the Northern Rockies have
spread into neighboring Ore-
gon and Washington, where
they had been absent for
decades. A small number
have also taken up residence
in California.

Collette Adkins, a Min-
nesota-based senior attorney
for the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity, acknowledged
dropping federal protections
would not drive wolves to
extinction, despite earlier say-
ing the proposal “was a death
sentence for gray wolves
across the country.”

But she said their recovery
would “come to a screeching
halt” as hunting and trapping
are allowed in more states.
That would put the species
in a tenuous position in the
Pacific Northwest and likely
rule out its return to historic
ranges, such as Colorado’s
southern Rockies and the
Adirondacks in the North-
east, she said.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife
officials say their goal was to
prevent extinction, not restore
wolves everywhere they once
roamed. State officials say
even without federal protec-

SALEM — Gov. Kate
Brown said Thursday she
would welcome an inde-
pendent investigation of a
baby’s death at an Oregon
day care facility, respond-
ing to allegations from
Republicans that the gover-
nor covered up the incident
to save political face during
her re-election campaign.

Republicans say Brown
purposefully hid the fact
that an infant died at a Lane
County site that was pre-
viously cited for violating
safety rules.

The  death,  which
occurred in August, was
only made public last week
after an investigation by The
Oregonian/Oregon Live.

The state’s Early Learn-
ing Division is responsi-
ble for reporting deaths at
licensed child care centers
in a timely manner under
federal requirements.

Brown confirmed that
she was informed about the
death when it occurred. Her
office said in an email that
the Early Learning Divi-
sion did not post the death
because it was subject to
an ongoing investigation,
which is the agency’s cur-
rent practice.

Permanent daylight saving?
‘Hell yes,’ says Gov. Brown

nent daylight saving time.
Florida became the first
state to approve such a
change.

Any state law extend-
ing daylight saving time
would have to be approved
by Congress.

Brown noted that this
was one of the few issues
where she agrees with

SALEM (AP) — Ore-
gon Gov. Kate Brown
endorsed a growing move-
ment to make daylight
saving time permanent.

When asked if she was
in favor of a proposal to
abolish the yearly time
shift, the Democrat told
reporters on Thursday:
“Hell yes!”

tion, wolves won’t return to “I think everyone’s  President Donald Trump.
their imperiled status of the done with the time  The president tweeted
early 20th century because change,” she added. earlier this week that day-

Washington and Cali-
fornia are also consider-
ing shifting to a perma-

light saving time year-
round would be “O.K.
with me!”

modern hunting regulations
focus on managing animals,
not exterminating them.
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JD Ward, DO. OB/GYN
is now accepting
new patients.

St. Anthony Provider

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Education: Boise State University,
Western University of Health Science

Board Certification: Board Certified
American, Board of Obstetrics and
Gynecology

Insurance Accepted: Most major
insurances, Medicare, Medicaid

Special Services: Obstetrics
) [
N\F CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

3001 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801

JD Ward, DO. OB/GYN

®
Call for your appointment today’
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