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Snow slams Northwest, and even Hawaii gets some

By TOM JAMES in Hawaii.
Associated Press With a north-south ridge
of high pressure situated
SEATTLE — Schools off the coast of Washing-

closed across Washington
state and the Legislature
canceled all hearings Mon-
day with winter snowstorms
pummeling the Northwest
again as a larger weather
system wreaked havoc in
the region and even brought
snow to Hawaii.

Seattle’s metro area had
already been hit by three
snowstorms this month and
the National Weather Ser-
vice reports that Seattle-Ta-
coma International Airport
has received 14.1 inches of
snow so far in February,
more than twice the annual
average and the snowi-
est month in more than 30
years.

The storm that hit Seattle
on Sunday dumped up to 4
inches of snow and forecast-
ers said more snow or rain
was expected Monday night
and Tuesday as a lingering
jet stream drives cold arctic
air into the normally tem-
perate region, and part of
a larger cycle that has also
driven snow as far away as
Hawaii.

In the state capital of
Olympia, lawmakers can-
celed meetings and the Uni-
versity of Washington in
Seattle and Washington
State University in Pullman

AP Photo/Elaine Thompson

Gina Nakamura skis past a nearly life-size snow sculpture of an orca whale as downtown is just visible in a light snow Monday

in Seattle.

called off classes.
And in Northern Cali-
fornia, Humboldt County

Lance Endo via AP
Snow on the ground in Polipoli Spring State Recreation Area
in Kula, Hawaii, on the island of Maui.

beaches that have not had
snow in more than 15 years
received a dusting and bliz-

caused
mountain

zard  conditions
whiteouts  on
roads.

In Secattle, the snow’s
effects were amplified by
a prolonged stretch of cold
temperatures.

“You've got storm after
storm sliding down the
sweet spot to produce low-
level snow,” said Kirby
Cook, a meteorologist at
Seattle’s National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration office. He described
weather systems pulling
cold air from Canada and
combining it with moist air
pulled east from the Pacific
Ocean.

When snow does fall in
the area, normally enough
warm air is drawn from over
the Pacific to melt it soon
after it falls, but the steady
stream of cold air has kept
western Washington colder
than normal — and let the
snow build up.

“It’s really rare for us to
maintain this pattern,” Cook
said.

Joe Zagrodnik, an atmo-
spheric scientist at the Uni-
versity of Washington, said
the larger system at work —
namely the position of a cold
jet stream — was also driv-
ing warm temperatures in
Alaska and unusual weather

ton and Canada, Zagrodnik
said, cold air being drawn
southward inland is being
replaced by warm air mov-
ing north offshore, driving
temperatures up in parts
of Alaska even as Seattle
freezes.

And a chunk of cold,
low-pressure  air  sepa-
rated from the main flow is
also drifting further west.
Known as a Kona Low,
the system caused unusual
snow on the island of Maui.

Hawaii officials said the
blanket of snow at Polip-
oli Spring State Recreation
Area is likely the first for
any state park. Polipoli is
at 6,200 feet and is possibly
the lowest elevation snow
ever recorded in the state.

When Lance Endo’s
friend camping at a state
park on Maui texted him
early Sunday that there was
snow he jumped in his truck
and drove more than hour to
see it.

“I just wanted to go play
in the snow,” Endo said.

Endo headed back down
from the park on the slopes
of Haleakala, where the
weather service says there
were snow drifts of about 4
feet, to bring his two chil-
dren up to the park.
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Education: Northwestern University
School of Medicine

Board Certification: Board Certified,
American Board of Orthopedics

Insurance Accepted: Most major insur-
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Special Services: Orthopedics and Sports
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