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Bill could allow
ODOT to reduce
regional speed limits

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian

As a legislator, state Sen.
CIiff Bentz has been a vocal
champion of raising speed
limits in Eastern Oregon.

But for the 2019 session,
the Ontario Republican has
introduced Senate Bill 397,
which allows the Oregon
Department of Transporta-
tion to lower speed limits on
Eastern Oregon highways
under certain circumstances
without action from the
legislature.

Although Bentz is still
happy that he supported the
2015 bill that raised speed
limits on 10 segments of
Eastern Oregon highways,
he said there are some areas
of highway that need to be
adjusted.

The bill came at the
request of Malheur County
Judge Dan Joyce. And Betnz
said there are some specific
areas of concern in Malheur
County, which contains five
highways where the speed
limit was raised.

When the speed limit
increase went into effect in
2016, Highway 20 jumped
from 55 miles per hour to 65
miles per hour from Ontario
to Bend.

Bentz said the stretch of
road from Ontario to Vale
isn’t suitable for 65 miles
per hour because of the sur-
rounding population and
propensity for farm equip-
ment traffic.

Bentz said Joyce was
also concerned about High-
way 95, which jumped to
70 miles per hour for vehi-
cles and 65 for trucks. The
highway spans the southern
portion of Malheur County
from the Idaho to Nevada

borders.
Under Bentz’s new bill,
ODOT could lower the

speed limit on a segment of
highway without a traffic or
engineering study in Eastern
Oregon counties with popu-
lations lower than 40,000
people if they receive word
from local authorities that
it’s a danger to public safety.

Back in 2015 when Bentz
was still in the Oregon
House of Representatives,
he introduced a bill that
focused on raising the speed
limits on state highways.

At the time, Bentz argued
that raising speed limits
would bring the state closer
together through shorter
travel times and not doing it
would discriminate against
rural Oregonians.

When state Rep. Greg
Barreto, R-Cove, introduced
a similar bill that included
Interstate 84, Bentz decided
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to consolidate his bill
with Barreto’s.

Barreto’s bill passed
through the legislature
with bipartisan support
and Gov. Kate Brown
signed it into law. The
legislature expanded it
further during a short
session before the law
went into effect in March
2016.

Since that time, an
East Oregonian analysis
found that deaths have
trended upward on the
roads where the speed
limit was raised.

And a recent study
from ODOT and Port-
land State University
found that fatal and seri-
ous injury crashes went
up by 36 percent on high-
ways raised to 70 miles
per hour and rose 67 per-
cent on roads that were
increased to 65 miles per
hour.

According to ODOT
data and Oregon State
Police press releases,
Malheur County has had
10 fatal crashes since
March 2016, six of which
were on roads where the
speed limits were raised.
The final figure is sub-
ject to change since OSP
doesn’t report every fatal
crash and ODOT’s most
recent crash data is from
2016.

Bentz thinks there
could be more speed
enforcement, but he’s
still satisfied with the
overall speed limit raise.

When he was
appointed to the Oregon
Senate in 2018, his con-
stituency was expanded
to include Wasco County,
and he likes that he’s able
to drive more quickly
between Ontario and The
Dalles thanks to the limit
increase.

Additionally, the
increase is popular with
constituents.

Although Senate Bill
397 could rein in some
of those increases, Bentz
sees it as an adjustment
instead of a rebuke.

“There’s always room
for improvement,” he
said.

Walmart raises wages for truck drivers

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

As companies struggle to
attract qualified truck driv-
ers, Walmart is giving itself a
leg up by raising wages for its
drivers.

Starting Friday, drivers
are getting a 1 cent per mile
raise and a 50 cent increase in
pay for every time they drop
off a load. According to a
news release from Walmart,
the increase means driv-
ers can earn an average of
$87,500 in their first year of
employment.

Employment website
indeed.com lists the nation’s
average truck driver wages
at $73,222 per year based on
data from 1,417,441 job post-
ings and site users over the
past year.

Jeremy Foreman,
Walmart’s general transpor-
tation manager for Oregon,
said in an email to the East
Oregonian that the increased
pay per mile and per drop-off
will add up to about $1,500
more per year for the average
driver.

“We’re also seeing driv-
ers coming from other fleets
earning as much as $20,000
a year more by making the
switch to Walmart,” he said.

Local trucking compa-
nies, such as Medelez Inc.
and BKJ Tranport in Hermis-
ton, have described difficulty
in finding qualified drivers,
and the American Trucking
Association has estimated a
shortage of 50,000 drivers
nationwide.

Foreman said Walmart’s
truck drivers are the “back-
bone of our company,” mak-
ing recruiting safe and reli-

Staff photo by E.J. Harris, File
In this November 2017 file photo, a semi truck enters the
Walmart distribution center in Hermiston.

able drivers crucial. Offering
high wages and strong bene-
fits helps, he said.

Benefits beyond wages
offered by the company
include the ability to earn up
to 21 days of paid time off
in the first year, predictable
schedules, quarterly safety
bonuses and safe parking at
Walmart stores. Drivers also
don’t have to do any loading
or unloading of freight.

“Our full offering is indus-
try-leading and something
we are proud of ... We aren’t
aware of any companies that
offer a broader, better pack-

age for drivers,” he wrote in
an email.

Walmart is one of the larg-
est employers in Umatilla
County, with stores in Herm-
iston and Pendleton and a dis-
tribution center in Hermiston.
Foreman said many of the
trucks coming in and out of
Hermiston’s distribution cen-
ter are driven by locals, but
some drivers are commuting
from as far away as Portland
or Nampa, Idaho.

As more self-driving cars
hit the road, some compa-
nies are putting resources
into developing self-driv-
ing freight trucks. When
asked about the possibility
of Walmart using self-driv-
ing trucks, Foreman said they
“are not sure what the future
may hold” but are continuing
to actively recruit drivers.

Necessary qualifications
to drive a truck for Walmart
include a Class A commercial
driver’s license, a minimum
of 30 months in a full-time
Class A tractor/trailer driv-
ing position over the previous
three years and the ability to
pass a background check.

State legislators to speak 1 video conferences at BMCC

East Oregonian

Two state legislators will
meet with members of the
public — albeit by video
— in a series of video con-
ferences hosted by Blue
Mountain Community
College and the Pendleton
Chamber of Commerce.

Starting on Feb. 6, and
the first and third Wednes-
day of each month from

If: Gathering
brings women
together

HERMISTON — All area
women are invited to partici-
pate in a faith-based gather-
ing with a goal of community
building.

If: Hermiston 2019 is part
of more than 7,000 gath-
erings that livestream the
main event from Dallas,
Texas. The local event is Fri-
day, Feb. 8 from 4-9:30 p.m.
and Saturday, Feb. 9 from
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The event
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Dr Libby is
now accepting
new patients.

Family Medicine Physician

Undergrad:
Furman University in Greenville, SC

Medical School:
University of South Carolina School Of
Medicine

Residency:
Family Medlcme Residency at University of
Alabama, Huntsville

Post-Residency:
3 years at Western Family Care/Lander
Medical Clinic in Riverton, Wyoming.

)
\f CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

3001 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton, OR 97801
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Call for your appointment today’

541.966.0535

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.SAHPENDLETON.ORG

February through June,
Sen. Bill Hansell (R-Ath-
ena) and Rep. Greg Barreto
(R-Cove) will appear via
video from Salem, where
they’re in the middle of a
Legislative session. The
meetings will be open to
all, and participants can ask
questions or air concerns,
and discuss proposed bills
with the legislators.

This is the third year

FAITH

is coordinated by New Hope
Community Church, 1350
S. Highway 395, Hermiston.
Dinner and a light breakfast
are a part of the event. There
will be a break for lunch for
people to eat on their own.
Light snacks and coffee will
be available throughout the
conference.

Those planning to attend
are encouraged to bring a
Bible and wear comfortable
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BMCC and the chamber
have offered these sessions,
and according to a press
release from the college,
Barreto and Hansell are the
only legislators in the state
to offer a regular video con-
ference with constituents.
“Hundreds of proposed
bills cross legislators’ desks
over the course of the Legis-
lative Session,” said BMCC
Interim President Connie

clothing. In addition, smart-
phones can be used as part
of the interactive conference
through Facebook, Insta-
gram and Twitter.

While the event is free,
donations are welcome. For
more information or to reg-
ister, search Facebook for “If
Local Hermiston” or via a
link at www.newhopeon395.
com. For questions, email
if hermiston@gmail.com.

Green in the press release.
“These video conferences
are so valuable because it
gives us the opportunity
to let our local legislators
know what’s important to
us as constituents, and how
various proposed bills have
an impact on the College.”

Destiny Fri - Wed, Feb. 1, 2019 - Feb. 6, 2019
Theatres Subject to change. Check times daily.

Hermiston Stadium 8
Hwy 395 & Theatre Ln - 567-1556
MoviesInHermiston.com

Miss BALA (PG-13)

THE FAVOURITE (R-17)

THE UPSIDE (PG-13)

GREEN BOOK (PG-13)

Kip WHo WouLb BE KING (PG)
GLASS (PG-13)

AQUAMAN (PG-13)

A DoG’s WAY HOME (pG)

$5.& Tuesdays™

“*ALL DAY TUESDAY, MOST MOVIES.

Check ONLINE for more information!

I Rekindle Your
Love For Rea(ling

Purchase a 1-year subscription to
the East Oregonian and receive this
highly collectable book, “Pendleton
Round-up at 100, absolutely free!

Makes a great Valentine gift or a wonderful
addition to your own coffee table.

(015 (010 1) %
1-year subscription $173.67
Q Home Delivery + 24/7 Online access

Call 1-800-522-0255 or stop by our office at
211 SE Byers Ave in Pendleton or 333 East Main Street in Hermiston
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