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MCALLEN, Texas — 
Taking the shutdown fight 
to the Mexican border, Pres-
ident Donald Trump edged 
closer Thursday to declar-
ing a national emergency 
in an extraordinary end run 
around Congress to fund his 
long-promised border wall. 
Pressure was mounting to 
find an escape hatch from 
the three-week impasse that 
has closed parts of the gov-
ernment, cutting scattered 
services and leaving hun-
dreds of thousands of work-
ers without pay.

Trump, visiting McAl-
len, Texas, and the Rio 
Grande to highlight what 
he says is a crisis of drugs 
and crime, said that “if for 
any reason we don’t get this 
going” — an agreement 
with House Democrats who 
have refused to approve the 
$5.7 billion he demands for 
the wall — “I will declare a 
national emergency.”

Some 800,000 work-
ers, more than half of them 
still on the job, were to miss 

their first paycheck on Fri-
day under the stoppage, and 
Washington was close to set-
ting a dubious record for the 
longest government shut-
down in the nation’s history. 
Those markers — along 
with growing effects to 
national parks, food inspec-
tions and the economy over-
all — left some Republicans 

on Capitol Hill increasingly 
uncomfortable with Trump’s 
demands.

Asked about the plight 
of those going without pay, 
the president shifted the 
focus, saying he felt badly 
“for people that have fam-
ily members that have been 
killed” by criminals who 
came over the border.

Trump was consulting 
with White House attorneys 
and allies about using pres-
idential emergency pow-
ers to take unilateral action 
to construct the wall over 
the objections of Congress. 
He claimed his lawyers told 
him the action would with-
stand legal scrutiny “100 
percent.”

Such a move to bypass 
Congress’ constitutional 
control of the nation’s purse 
strings would spark certain 
legal challenges and bipar-
tisan cries of executive 
overreach.

A congressional offi-
cial said the White House 
has directed the Army 
Corps of Engineers to look 
for billions of dollars ear-
marked last year for disas-
ter response for Puerto Rico 
and other areas that could be 
diverted to a border wall as 
part of the emergency dec-
laration. The official spoke 
on the condition of ano-
nymity because the official 
was not authorized to speak 
publicly.

“We’re either going to 
have a win, make a com-
promise — because I think 
a compromise is a win 
for everybody — or I will 
declare a national emer-
gency,” Trump said before 
departing the White House 
for his politically flavored 
visit to the border. He wore 
his campaign-slogan “Make 
America Great Again” cap 
throughout.

It was not clear what a 
compromise might entail, 

and there were no indica-
tions that one was in the off-
ing. Trump says he won’t 
reopen the government 
without money for the wall. 
Democrats say they favor 
measures to bolster bor-
der security but oppose the 
long, impregnable barrier 
that Trump envisions.

No negotiations were 
taking place at the Capi-
tol. Republican Sen. Lind-
sey Graham of South Car-
olina said at one point that 
he didn’t “see a path in Con-
gress” to end the shutdown, 
then stated later that enough 
was enough: “It is time for 
President Trump to use 
emergency powers to fund 
the construction of a border 
wall/barrier.”

Visiting a border patrol 
station in McAllen, Trump 
viewed tables piled with 
weapons and narcotics. Like 
nearly all drugs trafficked 
across the border, they were 
intercepted by agents at offi-
cial ports of entry, he was 
told, and not in the remote 
areas where he wants to 
extend tall barriers.

Still, he declared: “A 
wall works. ... Nothing like 
a wall.”

Trump moves closer to emergency declaration

AP Photo/ Evan Vucci

President Donald Trump turns as he talks to U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers at 

McAllen International Airport as he prepares to leave after a visit to the southern border on 

Thursday in McAllen, Texas.
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WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s for-
mer lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
will testify publicly before 
a House committee next 
month in a hearing that 
could serve as the opening 
salvo of a promised Dem-
ocratic effort to scrutinize 
Trump, his conflicts of inter-
est and his ties to Russia.

The House Oversight 
and Reform Committee 
announced Thursday that 
Cohen will appear before 

that panel Feb. 7, 
a little more than 
a month after the 
Democrats took the 
House majority.

The hearing 
marks the latest step 
in Cohen’s trans-
formation from a 
trusted legal adviser to the 
president to a public antag-
onist who has cooperated 
extensively against him. 
Although Democrats say 
the questioning will be lim-
ited to avoid interfering 
with open investigations, 
the hearing is still likely to 
pull back the curtain on key 
episodes involving Trump’s 
personal life and business 

dealings, including 
hush-money pay-
ments to women and 
a proposed Moscow 
real estate deal, that 
federal prosecutors 
have been dissecting 
for months.

Cohen is a pivotal 
figure in investigations by 
special counsel Robert Muel-
ler into potential coordina-
tion between Russia and the 
Trump campaign and by fed-
eral prosecutors in New York 
into campaign finance vio-
lations related to payments 
to buy the silence of a porn 
actress and a former Play-
boy Playmate who say they 
had sex with Trump. Federal 

prosecutors have said Trump 
directed those payments 
during the campaign.

Trump has denied having 
the extramarital affairs.

Cohen has pleaded guilty 
in both investigations and 
was sentenced last month 
to three years in prison. An 
adviser to Cohen, Lanny 
Davis, said shortly after he 
was sentenced that the for-
mer political fixer wanted to 
testify and “state publicly all 
he knows.”

In a statement released on 
Thursday, Cohen said he had 
accepted the invitation “in 
furtherance of my commit-
ment to cooperate and pro-
vide the American people 

with answers.”
Cohen added: “I look for-

ward to having the privilege 
of being afforded a plat-
form with which to give a 
full and credible account 
of the events which have 
transpired.”

Trump has denied wrong-
doing and sought to min-
imize Cohen’s statements 
by painting him as a liar. 
Asked by reporters in Texas 
on Thursday about Cohen’s 
appearance, Trump said he’s 
“not worried about it at all.”

Cohen acknowledged in 
the Mueller investigation 
that he lied to Congress by 
saying negotiations over a 
Trump Tower in Moscow 

had ended in January 2016 
when he actually pursued 
the project into that June, 
well into Trump’s 2016 pres-
idential campaign. In New 
York, he acknowledged his 
involvement in payments to 
porn actress Stormy Daniels 
and former Playboy model 
Karen McDougal.

The chairman of the 
oversight panel, Democratic 
Rep. Elijah Cummings of 
Maryland, said the com-
mittee is consulting with 
Mueller’s office about the 
testimony. He told report-
ers on Thursday that “there 
will be limitations” on the 
topics covered in Cohen’s 
testimony.

Cohen, ex-Trump lawyer, to testify publicly before Congress

 Cohen
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