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WASHINGTON — In a 
somber televised plea, Pres-
ident Donald Trump urged 
congressional Democrats 
to fund his long-promised 
border wall Tuesday night, 
blaming illegal immigra-
tion for the scourge of drugs 
and violence in the U.S. and 
framing the debate over the 
partial government shut-
down in stark terms.

“This is a choice between 
right and wrong,” he 
declared.

Democrats in response 
accused Trump appealing to 
“fear, not facts” and manu-
facturing a border crisis for 
political gain.

Addressing the nation 
from the Oval Office for the 
first time, Trump argued for 
spending some $5.7 billion 
for a border wall on both 
security and humanitarian 
grounds as he sought to put 
pressure on newly empow-
ered Democrats amid the 
extended shutdown.

Trump, who will visit 
the Mexican border in per-
son on Thursday, invited the 
Democrats to return to the 
White House to meet with 
him on Wednesday, saying 

it was “immoral” for “politi-
cians to do nothing.” Previ-
ous meetings have led to no 
agreement as Trump insists 
on the wall that was his sig-
nature promise in the 2016 
presidential campaign.

Responding in their own 
televised remarks, Demo-
cratic House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer 
accused Trump of misrepre-
senting the situation on the 
border as they urged him to 

reopen closed government 
departments and turn loose 
paychecks for hundreds of 
thousands of workers.

Negotiations on wall 
funding could proceed in the 
meantime, they said.

Schumer said Trump 
“just used the backdrop of 
the Oval Office to manufac-
ture a crisis, stoke fear and 
divert attention from the tur-
moil in his administration.”

Overall, Trump largely 
restated his case for the wall 

without offering conces-
sions or new ideas on how to 
resolve the standoff that has 
kept large swaths of the gov-
ernment closed for the past 
18 days. Speaking in sol-
emn tones from behind the 
Resolute Desk, he painted 
a dire picture of killings 
and drug deaths he argues 
come from unchecked ille-
gal immigration.

Trump ticked off a string 
of statistics and claims to 
make his case that there is 

a crisis at the border, but a 
number of his statements 
were misleading, such as 
saying the new trade deal 
with Mexico would pay 
for the wall, or suggesting 
through gruesome examples 
that immigrants are more 
likely to commit crime.

Shifting between empa-
thetic appeals and the dark 
immigration rhetoric that 
was a trademark of his pres-
idential campaign, Trump 
asked: “How much more 
American blood must we 
shed before Congress does 
its job?”

Trump, who has long 
railed against illegal immi-
gration at the border, has 

recently seized on human-
itarian concerns to argue 
there is a broader crisis that 
can only be solved with 
a wall. But critics say the 
security risks are overblown 
and the administration is at 
least partly to blame for the 
humanitarian situation.

Trump used emotional 
language, referring to Amer-
icans who were killed by 
people in the country ille-
gally, saying: “I’ve met with 
dozens of families whose 
loved ones were stolen by 
illegal immigration. I’ve 
held the hands of the weep-
ing mothers and embraced 
the grief-stricken fathers. So 
sad. So terrible.”

Trump pleads for wall money; Dems say he ‘stokes fear’
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President Donald Trump speaks from the Oval Office of the White House as he gives a prime-

time address about border security on Tuesday in Washington.
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WASHINGTON — For-
mer Trump campaign chair-
man Paul Manafort shared 
polling data during the 2016 
presidential campaign with a 
business associate accused 
of having ties to Russian 
intelligence, and prosecutors 
say he lied to them about it, 
according to a court filing 
Tuesday.

The allegation marks the 
first time prosecutors have 

accused Trump’s chief cam-
paign aide of sharing infor-
mation related to the election 
with his Russian contacts. 
Although the filing does not 
say whether the polling infor-
mation was public or what 
was done with it, it raises the 
possibility that Russia might 
have used inside information 
from Trump’s Republican 
campaign as part of its effort 
to interfere with the election 
on Trump’s behalf.

The information was 
accidentally revealed in a 
defense filing that was meant 
to be redacted. The Associ-
ated Press was able to review 

the material because 
it wasn’t properly 
blacked out.

Manafort was 
among the first 
Americans charged 
in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s 
investigation and 
has been among the central 
characters in the case, hav-
ing led the campaign during 
the Republican convention 
and as, U.S intelligence offi-
cials say, Russia was work-
ing to sway the election in 
Trump’s favor. Manafort has 
pleaded guilty to conspir-
acy charges in Washington 

and faces sentencing 
in a separate case in 
Virginia.

In its filing, the 
defense was try-
ing to rebut allega-
tions that Manafort 
intentionally lied to 
Mueller’s team after 

agreeing to plead guilty last 
September. Prosecutors say 
Manafort breached their 
plea agreement by lying, but 
defense lawyers argued that 
any misstatements were sim-
ple mistakes made by a man 
coping with illness, exhaus-
tion and extensive question-
ing from investigators.

Lawyers say Manafort 
suffers from depression and 
anxiety, has had little contact 
with his family and, on days 
when he met with investiga-
tors, was awakened before 
dawn to have hourslong 
interviews with little time to 
prepare for the questioning.

“These circumstances 
weighed heavily on Mr. 
Manafort’s state of mind and 
on his memory as he was 
questioned at length,” the 
lawyers wrote.

Tuesday’s filing revealed 
the first extensive details of 
what he is accused of hav-
ing lied about. A spokes-

man for Manafort’s defense 
team declined to comment 
on the incomplete redac-
tions or on Mueller’s allega-
tions, but lawyers later filed 
a corrected version of the 
document.

The filing contains new 
details about Manafort’s con-
nection to Konstantin Kilim-
nik, a Russian-Ukrainian 
business associate who was 
indicted last year on charges 
he tampered with potential 
witnesses. The U.S. believes 
he is connected to Russian 
intelligence, but Kilimnik, 
who is not in U.S. custody, 
has denied those ties.

Filing: Manafort gave 2016 polling data to Russian associate

Paul Manafort
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