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eloved brothers and sisters
of Eastern Oregon — and
participants in the continu-

ing spiritual life of our state:

seminary training, I vis-
ited the Holy Land and

we
vis

it was said was the place
that Jesus was born.

On the floor was a sil-
ver star, the place said to

be

Mary gave birth to Jesus.
About the size of a din-
ner plate, it was securely

fas

floor.

my hands on the star.

A few years ago, as part of my

wise men from the East had come
to see whatever new thing God
had made.

Jesus was born under the light

nt to Bethlehem and
ited the place where

the actual spot where
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sor and

tened to the stone

I kneeled before it and placed

of the star. The world changed.

I was lucky enough in
California to track down
Dr. Nevit Ergin in San
Mateo, an elderly doc-
tor who had been succes-

pupil of Hasan

Shushud. He had Zoro-
astrian roots, and was a
descendant of the wise
men, so I was told by

an old mentor. The wise
men of the gospel text
were lovers and servants
of God. Dr. Ergin, now passed,
gave me a set of his translations
of Rumi that he had made for the

I reflected on my own wander-
ing voyage in the skies in a mod-
ern airplane to get to Paris, then
to Jordan and then by land over
mountains to Israel. My father
had left me money in his will to
do this journey. The ancient star
in the heavens, the Lord’s indi-
cator to the wise men and astrol-
ogers, had unerringly made the
trip to overshadow Bethlehem
as indeed Joseph and Mary had
done. Unlike now, where modern
man has created a separation wall
in Israel to keep the people apart,
people were able to come and go
as God intended — on his world.

Arriving in Bethlehem was
beautiful. It felt like a Genesis.

The symbolism of this story
is clear. In this time of census,
the counting of humans by the
Roman occupiers, all of the inns
and hotels were full, just as we
humans are full of earthly busi-
ness. The only place that Jesus
could be born in was the stable,
where the animals made their

homes. The animals made way for

the most humble of beings, Jesus.

No human beings could make way

for him. But the least of the crea-
tures gave up their places for him.

Turkish government. He also told
me a secret before he passed away
so it wouldn’t be lost. I will try
and do the same.

Here in Eastern Oregon, I had
the pleasure of serving Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Boardman until [ was way-
laid by my heart surgery. Now I
have been invited to visit Grace
Lutheran Church in Enterprise,
Oregon. | have a “tingle” about it.
I will be visiting their church on
December 30 and will look for-
ward to going even further east
in my home state. My heart tells
me that the further east you go in
Oregon, the safer things will be in
coming days.

I was told about Grace by my
colleague, Pastor Jody Becker,
of the North American Lutheran
Church, who had just come back
from Ethiopia. So if they have an
idea of wanting me to be more
permanent [ will have to find a
place to work as their congre-
gation is quite small — and the
drive from my house is six hours.
I am looking forward to be meet-
ing these people, whose town is so
aptly called Enterprise. May God
be with us all!

The shepherds, who were out-
side and awake in the night, saw
the arrival of the star, just as the
wise men had done and came to
see what the angel proclaimed to
them. The star shone brightly on
the small scene below, where a
mother and father, shepherds and

the wise men! Amen.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON & EVENING

I wish all of you the very best
of the Christmas season. Keep fol-
lowing the star, the shepherds, and

Colin Brown is the former pas-
tor of Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church in Boardman. Contact
him at colinbrown@usa.net.

Youth event rings in New Year

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

An epic New Year’s Eve party
is planned for area youths.

“This year is going to be hot,”
said David Gutierrez, youth pastor
at Living Faith Church. “I don’t
want that stigma that church is
boring.”

The New Year’s Eve Lock-In
is Monday, Dec. 31 beginning at
7 p.m. at Living Faith, 1611 Diag-
onal Blvd., Hermiston. While the
event begins and ends at Living
Faith, church buses will transport
youths and chaperones to other
destinations, including Knock-
erBall at the Hermiston Chris-
tian Center and laser tag at Cam-
pus Life. Other activities available
include a Fortnite Dance Battle,
board games, pool, ping pong,
basketball, watching a movie, eat-
ing pizza and much more.

The entourage will return to
Living Faith at midnight to ring
in the New Year with live music
and an inspirational message.
The event ends Tuesday, Jan. 1 at
1:30 a.m.

Open to youths ages 12-18, the
auxiliary activities will be split
with middle school students at one
destination while high school stu-
dents will be at the other. The cost
is $15 per person, which is pay-
able at the door.

Initially organized by Living
Faith, the idea behind the New
Year’s Eve Lock-In was to provide
a fun and safe night for youths,
Gutierrez said. In the fall of 2015
when he started at Living Faith,
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A live band performs during the 2017 New Year’s Eve Lock-In. Tickets for
the youth event are $15 each, which can be purchased at Living Faith

Church in Hermiston.

several other youth leadership
positions were filled in the area.
Rather than being exclusive and
focusing on activities for just their
own groups, Gutierrez said the
leaders decided to work together
collaboratively.

“It kind of exploded from
there,” he said. “Last year, 230
students attended. It was more
than we were expecting.”

Born and raised in Hermiston,
Gutierrez said as a teen he started
making some bad choices. When
he was 16, he moved to Salem —
and later Centralia, Washington —
when an aunt and uncle took him
in. They were pastors and intro-
duced Gutierrez to Christ.

Around the age of 24, Gutier-
rez decided to go into youth min-
istry. With a naturally cheery and

upbeat personality, coupled with
high energy and social awkward-
ness at times, he said it seemed to
be the perfect combination.

“I was able to get my energy
out and connect with teens on a
personal level,” he said. “And,
they were helping me too.”

As far as deciding the type of
activities for the Lock-In, Guti-
errez takes the pulse of current
trends — talking to teens and other
group leaders.

“I purposely try to follow
trends to see what is hot or not,”
he said. “I want to do things that
attract teens. I don’t want a boring
party.”

For more information, con-
tact 541-567-4486, david@winac-
ity.com or search www.facebook.
com/fusion.winacity.
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STORY AND CRAFT
TIME, 2 p.m., Echo Pub-
lic Library, 20 S. Bonanza,

VFW

Cherry

required, limited space.

Hermiston VFW, 45 W.

COMING EVENTS

BINGO, 6 p.m,,

St., Hermiston. 10:15a.m.,,

ect. Costs $4.50. (Peggy

Price 541-567-3806)
FREE FOR ALL, 9:30-

Pendleton

FAMILY HISTORY
WORKSHOPS, 10a.m,,
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, 850

Echo. (541-376-8411) Doors open at 6p.m. CenterfortheArts,214N. SW. 11th St, Hermis-
FAMILY FRIDAY games begin at 7p.m. Main St., Pendleton. Free ton. Workshops, photo
NIGHT, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Everyone welcome. art classes for childrenup  scanning and  more.
Hermiston ~Community (541-567-6219) to age 12. Children under  (Stephanie Blackburn
Center, 415 S. Highway SATURDAY, DEC. 29 8 should be accompa- 541-567-6251)
395, Hermiston. Bounce IMAC BREAKFAST nied by an adult. (Roberta HIP & HANDMADE,
house, bungee run, Vel- FUNDRAISER, 7:30- Lavadour 541-278-9201) 11a.m.-12 p.m., Pendle-
cro wall, Jacob’s ladder, 10:30 a.m., Stokes Land- YARN CLUB, 10a.m.- ton Center for the Arts,
corn hole, air hockey ing Senior Center, 150 12p.m.,, Hermiston 214 N. Main St., Pendle-

and more. Concessions
available for purchase
(cash only). Registration

Benefits
cultural

Columbia Lane, Irrigon.

Public Library,
the Irrigon Multi-

Arts Center proj- (541-567-2882)

Gladys Ave. Hermiston.

235 E. ton. Free drop-in project
class for adults. (Roberta

Lavadour 541-278-9201)
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Classic Classic de Tech.|Luna! |Cat Jet Go! |Kratts |Squad (N) News |Insight |(N) Line (N) |Centennial Celebration at Tanglewood" (N) Traveler
Paint |OCon- |Ciao Mickela [Nature |Ready |Arthur [Arthur |Odd Oodd Wild Wwild Curious |Business|PBS NewsHour (N)|800 Words Inspector Lynley "Payment |:35 Silent Witness |Silent
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52 |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD |Live PD Live PD (L)

AMC | 60 |%¥ National La... |¥*% Vegas Vacation Chevy Chase. |¥** The Wedding Singer ¥x** The Notebook ('04, Rom) Ryan Gosling. ¥k * Cast Away ('00, Dra) Helen Hunt, Tom Hanks. Dietland "Pilot"

ANPL | 24 [Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! Tanked! [Tanked! [Tanked! Tanked Unf. (N) [Tanked! (N) [Tanked! Tanked!

CMT |43 [Home I. |Home I. [Home I. IHome I. [Last Man|Last Man|Last Man|Last Man|¥x** Lethal Weapon (87, Act) Mel Gibson.  |¥%% % Jarhead ('05, Act) Jake Gyllenhaal. ¥ % * Lethal Weapon ('87, Act) Mel Gibson.

CNBC | 72 [Closing Bell Money |Options |Mad Money Shark Tank Deal or No Deal |Deal or No Deal |Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank [Shark Tank Paid  [Paid

CNN | 68 [CNN Newsroom |The Lead The Situation The Situation OutFront A. Cooper 360  |CNN Report CNN Tonight A. Cooper 360  |The Eighties "Raised on Television"  |The Eighties

DISC |51 |White Water Gold Rush Gold Rush Gold Rush Rush "Hazard Pay" |Gold Rush Gold Rush Gold Rush Gold Rush (N) GoldRushDirt (N) |White Water (N) [Gold Rush

DISN |26 [Bunk'd [Raven's.|Raven's.[Raven's.[Stuck in Middle [Bizaard. [Bizaard. |Bizaard. [All Star New Year|CoopCmi|CoopCmi[Raven's. |[Raven's. [Raven's. | ¥ The Good Dinosaur CoopCmi | CoopCmi[Raven's. [Raven's. [Andi M.

ESPN | 33 |NCAA Foothall Music City Bowl (L) Scoreb. /:15 NCAA Football Camping World Bowl W.Va./Syr. (L) Scoreb. |NCAA Football Alamo Bowl lowa State vs. Washington State (L) SprtC_ |SportsCenter (N) |SportsCenter (N)

ESPN2 | 34 [Rd.2 CF [Rd.2 CF [Rd.2 CF [Rd.2 CF |NFL Live SportsCenter (N) |[NCAA Basketball UIC/Wri. (L) ESPNMg [Preview |SportsCenter SportsCenter (N) [SprtC  |NCAA Football Texas Bowl Baylor vs. Vanderbilt

FNC 66 |Shepard Smith  |Your World The Five Special Report  [The Story Tucker Carlson  |Hannity Ingraham Angle |Fox News The Five Hannity Ingraham Angle

FOOD |61 [Barefoot[Holiday [Pioneer [Pioneer [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners [Diners

FREE | 32 |% Alice in Wonderland ¥ Tarzan Tony Goldwyn. :35 ¥%k* Monsters, Inc. :40 ¥ %% Ratatouille ('07, Fam) Brad Garrett. |:20 ¥ %% The Incredibles ('04, Ani) Craig T. Nelson. The 700 Club

FX 65 |Mother [Mother [Mike&M.|Mike&M.[¥-%** Mission: Impossible - Ghost Protocol Tom Cruise.[#** Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation Tom Cruise. |¥% Jason Bourne (16, Act) Matt Damon. [#x* Jason Bourne

GOLF | 88 |PGA Golf PGA Golf Byron Nelson PGA Golf Fort Worth Invitational PGA Golf The Memorial Tournament PGA Golf St. Jude Classic PGA Golf Travelers Championship
GSN__ | 76 |The Chase Caroline[Feud  [AmSays [AmSays [Feud  [Feud [Feud [Feud [Feud [Feud [AmSays [Feud [Feud [Feud [CashCb [CashCb [Feud [Feud [Am.Says [Reaction[ldiotest [Idiotest
C4HALL |87 |Home and Family % Every Christmas Has a Story % Switched for Christmas % The Sweetest Christmas ¥ Jingle Around the Clock % Christmas Under Wraps

HGTV | 62 |Fixer Upper Love Itor List It [Love It or List It [Love It or List It [Love It or List It [Love It or List It |[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Dream H.[Hunters [House [H.Hunt [House

HIST |50 |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |Ancient Aliens  |:05 Ancient Aliens |:05 Ancient Aliens

LIFE | 29 |% The Perfect Stalker Danielle Savre. |%¥- Stalked by a Reality Star %% The Stepfather Dylan Walsh.  |#%* Sleeping With the Enemy %% Enough ('02, Thril) Jennifer Lopez. [:35 % Killer Mom

NICK [27[PAW  [PAW [PAW [PAW [PAW [PAW  [Sponge [Sponge [Sponge [Sponge [Loud H. [Loud H. |Loud H. [Loud H. [H.Danger[H.Danger|Sponge [Sponge [#** Cheaper by the Dozen 2 Friends [Friends

ROOT |37 |Paid Paid The Dan Patrick Show SnowM |PBA Bowling Clash NCAA Basketball N.Ala./Gonz. (L) NCAA Basketball UTRGV at Texas Tech|FootbaII |Press NCAA Basketball

SPIKE | 42 [% Dirty Grandpa |% Talladega Nights: The Ballad of Ricky Bob... |#** The Hangover Part Il Bradley Cooper. ¥ Dirty Grandpa ('16, Com) Robert De Niro. |¥** The Hangover Part Il Bradley Cooper. % Talladega Nig...

SYFY |67 |:05Z Nation :05 ¥ Jeepers Creepers :05 ¥4k Enemy of the State ('98, Act) Will Smith. :05 ¥4k Need for Speed ('14, Act) Aaron Paul. |Z Nation (N) |Van Helsing (N) |Z Nation

TBS |59 [Friends [Friends [Friends [Friends [Friends [Friends [Friends [Friends [Am.Dad [Am.Dad [Am.Dad [Fam.Guy|Fam.Guy|[Fam.Guy|BobBurg.|BobBurg.%*x* Captain America: Civil War ('16, Act) Chris Evans. |[ELeague (N)

TCM |56 |¥** Broadway Serenade |% Two Girls on Broadway |%¥%%% The Barkleys of Broadway |% A Hard Day's Night :45 ¥ %% Jailhouse Rock [#%** Tommy Roger Daltrey. ¥ % A Star Is Born

TLC 49 |Gypsy Wedd Gypsy Wedd Gypsy Wedd Four Weddings  |Four Weddings  |Four Weddings  |Four Weddings |Four Weddings |90 Day Fiancé: Extended (N) [90 Day [Addict. [Addict. [90 Day

TNT 57 |Supernatural Supernatural Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones Bones F¥*** Blended (“14, Com) Adam Sandler. ¥** Kindergarten Cop

UNI 21 |Notic. [Vecinos [LIKE, La Leyenda [Como dice dicho |En Tierras Salva |[El gordo y la flaca|Primer impacto  |P. Luche [Notic. |[Rosa Guadalupe |Jesus Mi Marido Tiene |Amar a Muerte |Impacto |Noticie.

USA |58 |SVU "Babes" SVU "Persona” SVU "PTSD" SVU "Smut” SVU "Stranger"  |SVU "Transitions" |SVU "Lead" SVU "Ballerina”  [SVU "Selfish" Law&Order: SVU |Law&Order: SVU |Modern |Modern

\WE 118|Law:Cl "Loyalty" [Law & Order: C.I. |Law:Cl "Delicate" |Criminal Minds  |Criminal Minds  |Love After Love After (N) Extreme Love (N) |Love After Extreme Love Love After Love After

WGN In Heat of Night |In Heat of Night |Blue Bloods Blue Bloods %%k * Full Metal Jacket Matthew Modine. $%** Full Metal Jacket Matthew Modine. Married [Married |Married [Married [Mother [Mother

HBO  |518|% Murder on the Orient E...|¥ Ghosts of Girlfriends ... [:10 Bleed Out :40 ¥ Isle of Dogs Bryan Cranston. Making /:40 ¥x* Rampage [sally4E [:10 $x** Dances With Wolves ('90, Epic) Kevin Costner.
M HBO2 |520|Game of Thrones [Thrones |:55 Thrones |:45 Thrones :40 Thrones :40 Thrones |Game of Thrones |Game of Thrones [Thrones [:20 Thrones 220 Sally4Ever Fxkk* Wonder Woman Gal Gadot.
=4 HBO3 [521]:10 ¥* ** Blockers John Cena. |:55 % A Perfect Getaway  |:35 Momentum Generation |:20 ¥ xx Game Night #xx* The Book of Eli #*x** Blockers John Cena. [:45 % Love, Simon
EIMAX  [549[%% & * The Siege |:40 #% % * Born on the Fourth of July |:05 #%%* In the Valley of Elah [:10 #x % * The Bourne Supremacy  [%¥ Arizona Danny McBride. [:25 $x* MacGruber % X2: X-Men Un...
:::'-|SHOW 578|:05 ¥%x* Backdraft ('91, Act) Kurt Russell. 225 ¥ Pirates of the Caribbean: At World's End [:15 %% Daddy's Little Girls |% The Death of Stalin Steve Buscemi. |% Baby Driver (17, Act) Kevin Spacey. |% Pimp (P)
allSTARZ |621]:10 Counterpart  [:10 ¥ Permission Insider [Outlander [#%** Sin City Mickey Rourke. [:05 #x* Country Strong [:05 Outlander Counterpart [Counterpart Counterpart

STZENC|644| 55 %% * 28 Weeks Later  [:40 ¥%* Raw Deal [:25 % She's Having a Baby [:15 ¥** Tremors [:50 ¥*** Wall Street Michael Douglas. %% Changing Lanes [:40 $xx 28 Weeks Later
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1119 Mike |:35 Two |:05 CR TV Featuring a selection of products and services. CRTV Paid Paid Paid Paid North  |Paid Ocean |Rock [Ocean |Outback|Into the |Natural
& Molly |1/2 Men Program|Program|(Program|Program|Journ. |Program|Myst.  |the Park|Myst. |Advent. |Wild World
3 TMZ Live! Celebr- |2 Broke |2 Broke |King of |Paid Paid Cars.TV [Paid Paid Paid Good Day Oregon at 6 a.m. (N) Good |Into the [Outer [Nature |Xplora- |Am.
ity Page |Girls Girls Queens |Program|Program Program|Program|Program Feet wild Space |(N) tion (N) |Athlete
2 The Late|:35 James Corden |:35 Paid [:05 Ring of Honor |Spaces [L.M. 3 Wide |Real CBS This Morning Saturday (N) Lucky D. [Dr. Chris|Innova- |Inspec- |Hope in [Pet Vet |Paid Paid Paid Paid
Show Program|Wrestling (N) Traveler |Life Green "Fiona" |Pet Vet |[tion tors the Wild|Dream |Program|Program|Program|Program
19 The Late|:35 James Corden |:35 News|:10 Paid |:35 Our |Paid Paid Paid Paid CBS This Morning Saturday (N) Lucky D. [Dr. Chris|Innova- |Inspec- |Hope in [Pet Vet |Pet Vet |Paid Paid Paid
Show Program|World |Program|Program|Program|Program "Fiona" |Pet Vet |[tion tors the Wild|Dream |Dream |Program|Program|Program
6 Tonight |:35 Late Night :35Last [:05 Today Show |1st Look|1st Look|1st Look [Family |Paid Saturday Today (N) Wake Up Northwest (N) Paid EPL Soccer Arsenal at Liverpool Site:  |Goal
Show |With Seth Meyers |Call Feud Program Program|Anfield -- Liverpool, England (L) Zone (L)
3 Tonight |:35 Late Night :35 Last [:05 Steve! 1st Look | 1st Look|1st Look|Paid Paid Paid KGW News at Sunrise (N) The Vets Consu- |EPL Soccer Arsenal at Liverpool Site:  [Goal
Show |With Seth Meyers |Call Program|Program|Program Voyager [Saving |mer 101 |Anfield -- Liverpool, England (L) Zone (L)
RS :35This |:05 Pat. |:35 Paid [Live Hugh Jackman|The Doctors The Rachael Ray |The Dr. Oz Show [Hillbil- |Matter |Good Morning  [Wild Ocean |NCAA Football Belk Bowl South Carolina vs. Virginia Site:
Nightl. [Minute |Court |Program Show lies of Fact |America Saturday |Countd. |Treks  |Bank of America Stadium -- Charlotte, N.C. (L)
5 Jimmy |35 :05 Paid [:35 Paid [:05 Paid |:35 Paid |:05 Paid |:35)J. 3 Wide |Paid Paid Paid Good Morning  [KATU News This Morning Saturday |[NCAA Football Belk Bowl South Carolina vs. Virginia Site:
Kimmel [Nightl. |Program|Program|Program|Program|Program|Brown |Life Program|Program(Program|America Saturday |(N) Bank of America Stadium -- Charlotte, N.C. (L)
Backst- [Museum|Firing |Great Performances "Leonard Bernstein Independent Lens |This Old House  |Esmon- [Happy [Motorw |Airp- |Woodsm|Rough |[This Old House |Christin [Milk Mexican [Fons &
age Pass|Access |Line Centennial Celebration at Tanglewood" "A Ballerina's Tale"|Hour de Tech.|Yoga |eek (N) [ower [ith Shop|Cut Hour a Cooks |Street |[Table |Porter
13 Silent |Film-  |Perform. The Broadway adaptation of the movie |Christ- [Music [Music |Nightly |[News |Catin |Super |Curious |Sesame |Pinka- |Cyber- |SciGirls |Biz Kid$ [Garden |Garden |Sewing |Quilting
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