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A fire on Christmas 
day displaced a family in 
Helix.

According to a 
GoFundMe page set up 
by a family member, 
the woman whose home 
burned down, Renae 
Swilling, was safe, as 
were her children and 
four dogs, and the family 
has a place to stay.

Family members set 
up a fundraiser to collect 
$1,000 in donations for 
toiletries, warm clothing 
and coats, food, pet sup-
plies and kitchen utensils.

The East Umatilla 
County Rural Fire Protec-
tion District, along with 

Helix and Athena’s Rural 
Fire Protection districts, 
responded to the fire. 
East Umatilla County 
RFPD public information 
officer Suzie Reitz said 
the fire happened around 
3:45 p.m., and that it was 
not clear whether the 
family was home at the 
time of the fire. She said 
the fire mainly damaged 
the attic, but there was a 
lot of subsequent water 
damage as crews extin-
guished the flames.

Athena Fire Chief 
John Reitz (husband of 
Suzie Reitz) said the 
cause of the fire was not 
confirmed as of Mon-
day, but it was initially 
thought to be a heat lamp 
that had been placed over 
some hay bales to warm 
some animals on the back 
porch.

Christmas day fire 
burns Helix home
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The popular Speak-
easy Salon and Boutique in 
Pendleton is expanding.

Owner Katie Jones said 
the larger iteration of the 
Speakeasy should be ready 
for business the first week 
of February.

Jones said in Septem-
ber she realized the salon 
and spa end of the business 

was “truly busting out of 
the seams” and she saw two 
options: cut back or grow. 
For Jones, there really was 
only one choice.

That meant parting with 
the retail clothing end of 
the business. Carolyn Britt, 
who managed the clothing 
store, bought the business 
to pursue on her own. Now 
Jones and company are ren-
ovating the former retail 

space for the expansion.
Jones said the salon will 

go from three hair stations 
to six while spa services 
is adding estheticians, a 
nurse practitioner for Botox 
and other treatments, and 
installing an infrared sauna.

Jones also said the busi-
ness is bringing in a bar-
ber for the men folk. Not 
only will they be able to 
get a clean shave with a 

straight razor, Jones said, 
the Speakeasy is acquiring 
a liquor license to sell beer.

The Speakeasy Salon 
and Boutique, 215 S.W. 
10th St., remains open 
during the expansion, 
and Jones said the atti-
tude toward customers will 
remain constant.

“We’re definitely a fun 
loving group that appreci-
ates our clients,” she said.

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Stylists Katie Jones, owner of the Speakeasy Salon and Boutique, and Melissa Braniff blow dry client Sara Reyburn’s hair 

Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2017, at Jones’ shop in Pendleton.

By JAYATI 
RAMAKRISHNAN
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Umatilla County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies 
arrested two men on Sun-
day with outstanding fel-
ony warrants, and for theft 
of firearms from several 
people.

Officers contacted the 
two men, Jaime Flores 
Torres Jr. and Grego-
rio Uribe Diaz, while they 

were parked on the shoul-
der of Highway 204 out-
side of Weston. Torres had 
a suspended license and no 
proof of insurance, and offi-
cers found that he had out-
standing felony warrants 
for his arrest. Diaz had out-
standing felony warrants as 
well, and the men had sev-
eral firearms in the backseat 
and center console of their 
car, a silver 1999 Honda 
Civic.

While on the scene, a 

homeowner from a resi-
dence off Highway 204 
contacted deputies and said 
he had noticed buildings on 
his property had been bro-
ken into. Officers found 
rifles, shotguns, and pistols 
belonging to that home-
owner inside the vehicle, as 
well as more firearms that 
were reported stolen out of 
Walla Walla, Washington.

Torres and Diaz were 
both lodged in the Uma-
tilla County Jail, and each 

was charged with 10 counts 
of unlawful possession of 
a firearm, nine counts of 
theft in the first degree, 
nine counts of theft in the 
first degree over $1,000. 
Diaz was also charged with 
nine counts of first-degree 
theft for firearm recovery, 
and both had several other 
individual charges, includ-
ing unlawful possession of 
meth, false information to 
law enforcement and felon 
in possession of a firearm.

Burglary suspects arrested in Weston 

Speakeasy Salon adds space, staff and sauna

Residents of 
home safe but 
displaced in Helix 
house fire

By JADE MCDOWELL 
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The Greater Hermis-
ton Community Founda-
tion has reached its goal of 
raising $200,000 less than 
a year after taking its first 
donation.

A group of community 
members began the char-
itable foundation in the 
spring with the goal of pro-
viding a sustainable fund 
from which to draw grants 
to support local commu-
nity enhancement projects.

Because grants will be 
awarded using the money 
generated from interest 
earned on the account, and 
never from the donations 
themselves, the foundation 
board agreed to not begin 
awarding grants until it had 

$200,000 for a year.
“Surpassing this first 

major milestone will allow 
the GHCF to award its 
first grants in early 2020,” 
board president Greg Har-
ris said in a statement.

The Greater Hermis-
ton Community Founda-
tion board is made up of 
Harris, Nate Rivera, Cindy 
Middleton, Dennis Bar-
nett, Roe Gardner, Greg 
Juul and Jeff Snell. It is a 
tax-exempt 501©3 non-
profit with a mission to 
“encourage, prudently 
manage and distribute 
charitable contributions to 
improve the quality of life 
for our community, now 
and in the future.”

For more information, 
visit greaterhermiston.
com.

HERMISTON

Greater Hermiston 
Community Foundation 
reaches $200,000 goal
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The Pendleton Police 
Department suspect an 
overdose led to the death 
of a Kennewick man found 
near Red Lion on Dec. 19, 
Police Chief Stuart Roberts 
said.

According to Roberts, 

police responded to a call 
of a possible death near the 
“old Bi-Mart building” at 
the intersection of South-
east Third Street and Nye 
Avenue.

Officers eventually 
found an SUV in the Red 
Lion parking lot with a man 
slumped over in the driv-

er’s seat.
Police requested assis-

tance from paramedics, 
but the man never showed 
signs of life despite emer-
gency personnel perform-
ing life-saving measures, 
and he was pronounced 
dead.

Police found metham-

phetamine, Oxycodone, 
drug paraphernalia, and 
trace amounts of heroin in 
the vehicle. They also iden-
tified him as Rodney Price, 
31, of Kennewick.

Roberts said police do 
not yet have a toxicology 
report, but they suspect he 
died of an overdose.

Pendleton police find body near Red Lion
HERMISTON — 

The city of Hermiston is 
once again offering free 
Christmas tree recycling.

Hermiston residents 
can drop off their old 
(real wood) Christmas 
trees next to the south 
parking lot at Butte 
Park until Jan. 28. Trees 
should be free of tin-
sel, ornaments and other 
objects.

After the drop-off 
deadline the city, in 
partnership with RDO 
Equipment and Vermeer, 
will turn the trees into 
mulch to be used in city 
parks.

Christmas 
tree recycling 
available in 
Hermiston

THURSDAY, DEC. 27
ARTS AND CRAFTS FROM 

THE DRY SIDE, 9 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Hermiston Assembly of 
God Church, 730 E. Hurlburt 
Ave., Hermiston. Use Sev-
enth Street entrance. Monthly 
business meeting at noon. 
(541-567-4446)

CONDON CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, 12 p.m., Gilliam 
County Courthouse, 221 S. Ore-
gon St., Condon. (541-384-7777)

PENDLETON LIONS CLUB, 
12 p.m., Roosters Restaurant, 
1515 Southgate, Pendleton.

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL 

OF HERMISTON, 12 p.m., 
ARC Umatilla County, 215 W. 
Orchard Ave., Hermiston.

M I LT O N - F R E E WAT E R 
REPUBLICAN WOMEN, 
12 p.m., Milton-Freewater 
Community Building, 109 N.E. 
Fifth Ave., Milton-Freewater. 
Bring a sack lunch; coffee will 
be provided. (Suni Danforth 
541-215-9389)

”KNOWING WHAT YOU 
BELIEVE” WOMEN’S BIBLE 
STUDY, 1:30 p.m., First Bap-
tist Church, 200 S.W. Willow 
Fork Drive, Boardman. Ladies 
are invited to learn more 

about God’s plan for their lives. 
(541-481-9437)

HERMISTON HORSESHOE 
CLUB, 5 p.m., Hermiston High 
School Weber Field, 600 S. First 
St., Hermiston. (Rick Rebman 
541-720-6402)

ATHENA CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, 6-7:30 p.m., Dou-
bleTree Restaurant, 327 E. Main 
St., Athena. Current and inter-
ested members as well as the 
public are welcome. (April 
McKenna or Katie Zmuda 
541-310-9557)

PENDLETON EAGLES 
BURGERS AND KARAOKE, 

6 p.m., Pendleton Eagles Lodge, 
428 S. Main St., Pendleton. 
Members and guests welcome. 
(541-278-2828)

A SHARP PLAYERS 
ORCHESTRA REHEARSAL, 
6:30-8:30 p.m., Pendleton High 
School band room, 1800 N.W. 
Carden Ave., Pendleton. Inter-
mediate to advanced orchestra 
for string and wind musicians. 
Cost to participate is $120 per 
year or $60 for a half year. Reg-
istration forms available at the 
OES office or by emailing info@
oregoneastsymphony.org. (JD 
Kindle 541-276-0320)

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

AQUAMAN (PG13)
3:30* 6:40

1:50* 10:00

BUMBLEBEE (PG13)
12:50* 7:20 9:50

11:20* 4:50

MARY POPPINS RETURNS (PG)
1:10* 4:00 6:50 9:40

SPIDER-MAN:
INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE (PG)
11:10*  1:40*  4:20  7:10  9:50  

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG) 
11:30* 4:30

DR. SEUSS’ THE GRINCH (PG)
2:00*

MORTAL ENGINES (PG13)
 7:00 10:00

       

12/27

Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
1/1/19 • 12pm  

THE CHASE (NR)

Your Family Deserves The 

BEST
Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-866-373-9175CALL TODAY

Save 20%!

190 Channels

$14./mo.
95

Add High Speed Internet

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. 
Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

Upgrade to the Hopper® 3 
Smart HD DVR

• Watch and record 16 shows at once
• Get built-in Netflix and YouTube
• Watch TV on your mobile devices

Hopper upgrade fee $5/mo.

Offer ends 11/14/18. Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. 

Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.  All new customers are subject to a one-time, nonrefundable processing fee.

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjov big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

   

855-977-9436
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER

Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 ! 50X faster than DSL!!** ! High speed with fiber optic technology

! Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLinkh  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers varv bv speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 ! Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps ! Available everywhere

! Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

Speed performance allowing vou to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CARDONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

DENTAL Itsuratce
Physiciats Mutual Itsuratce Compaty

A less expetsive way to help get the dettal care you deserve

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about 
$1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! You can go to any dentist 
you want

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts 
you can receive 

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures  including 
cleanings, exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

FREE Information Kit

1-877-599-0125
Or www.dental50plus.com/25

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); 
Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917                                MB17-NM008Ec

 *Individual plan. Product not available in MN, MT, NH, NM, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details 

Inspirations,  

the gift shop at St. Anthony Hospital

Located just inside the front entrance to the hospital. 
Open five days a week, Inspirations is staffed by 
generous volunteers, who are happy to help you 
find just what you’re looking for, whether you are a 
visitor, patient or employee. You can find thoughtful 
gifts, greeting cards, spiritual and inspirational 
items, stuffed animals, flowers, toys, snacks and 
refreshments, and special seasonal merchandise.

Profits earned through the operation of the gift shop 
are used to fund scholarships for students pursuing 
an education in healthcare as well as to purchase 
much-needed equipment and supplies for St. 
Anthony Hospital. This year alone $11,000  
in scholarships were given out.

HOURS:
Inspirations is open  

Monday through Friday,  
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

To volunteer please call 541.966.0528


