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Trump: ‘I can’t
tell you when’
government will
reopen

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump said
Tuesday that parts of the fed-
eral government will stay
closed until Democrats agree
to put up more walls along
the U.S.-Mexico border to
deter criminal elements. He
said he’s open to calling the
wall something else as long
as he ends up with an actual
wall.

In a Christmas Day
appearance in the Oval
Office, Trump issued a
lengthy defense of his desire
for a wall, saying it’s the only
way to stop drugs and human
traffickers from entering
the country. In a nod to the
political stakes he’s facing,
Trump said he wants the wall
by “election time” in 2020.

The promise of a border
wall was a central compo-
nent of Trump’s presidential
campaign.

“I can’t tell you when the
government’s going to be
open. I can tell you it’s not
going to be open until we
have a wall or fence, what-
ever they’d like to call it,”
Trump said, referring to
Democrats who staunchly
oppose walling off the
border.

“I’ll call it whatever they
want, but it’s all the same
thing,” he told reporters
after participating in a hol-
iday video conference with
representatives from all five
branches of the military sta-
tioned in Alaska, Bahrain,
Guam and Qatar.

Trump offers
holiday greetings
to U.S. troops

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump on
Tuesday wished U.S. troops
stationed around the coun-
try and the globe a merry
Christmas.

“I know it’s a great sacri-
fice for you to be away from
your families, but I want you
to know that every American
family is eternally grateful to
you, and we’re holding you
close in our hearts, thoughts
and prayers,” Trump said.
“We love what you do and
love your work. Amazing
people.”

Trump spoke by video
conference to members of
all five branches of the U.S.
military.

The president was spend-
ing a rare Christmas in Wash-
ington because of a stalemate
with Congress over govern-
ment funding that left sev-
eral departments and agen-
cies shuttered since the
weekend, affecting the liveli-
hoods of some 800,000 fed-
eral employees.

Trump usually spends
Christmas at his Florida
estate. He scrapped plans to
travel to Palm Beach because
of the shutdown.

U.S. says 2nd
Guatemalan
child dies in
immigration
custody

HOUSTON (AP) —
8-year-old boy from Gua-
temala died in government
custody in New Mexico
early Tuesday, U.S. immi-
gration authorities  said,
marking the second death of
an immigrant child in deten-
tion this month.

The death came during
an ongoing dispute over bor-
der security and with a par-
tial government shutdown
underway over President
Donald Trump’s request for
border wall funding.

U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection said the boy
showed “signs of poten-
tial illness” on Monday and
was taken with his father to
a hospital in Alamogordo,
New Mexico, where he was
diagnosed with a cold and
a fever. The boy was pre-
scribed amoxicillin and ibu-
profen and released Monday
afternoon after being held 90
minutes for observation, the
agency said.

The boy was returned to
the hospital Monday evening
with nausea and vomiting
and died there just after mid-

night, CBP said.

CBP has not yet con-
firmed when or where the
father and son entered the
United States or how long
they were detained, saying
only in its statement that the
boy had been “previously
apprehended” by its agents.

Indonesia tsunami
survivors remain
jittery as deaths
hit 429

SUMUR, Indonesia (AP)
— Panicked residents, police
and soldiers in this remote
fishing village clobbered by
a devastating weekend tsu-

nami ran to higher ground
Tuesday, shouting “Water is
coming! Water is coming!”
and reciting verses from the
Quran as emergency mes-
sages were broadcast over
mosque speakers.

It proved to be a false
alarm, but a similar frenzy
broke out in Tanjung Lesung,
another tsunami-stricken
area located hours away, as
unsettled survivors of the
disaster remained trauma-
tized by a tragedy that killed
more than 420 people and
left thousands homeless.

Meanwhile,  Christmas
celebrations were replaced
by somber prayers, as church
leaders called on Christians
across Indonesia, the world’s

most  populous  Muslim
nation, to pray for tsunami
victims.

Unlike other tsunamis that
have hit disaster-prone Indo-
nesia following large earth-
quakes, Saturday’s big waves
blasted ashore at night with-
out warning. The eruption of
Anak Krakatau, or Child of
Krakatoa, a volcano in the
Sunda Strait, is believed to
have created a landslide on
the volcano’s slope, displac-
ing a large volume of water
that slammed into the islands
of Java and Sumatra.

People in Sumur vil-
lage, which has been slow
to receive aid due to roads
being cut off, remained
stunned by how quickly

the tsunami hit. The beach,
located just a few kilome-
ters from the tourist island
of Umang near Java’s west-
ern tip, is popular for snor-
keling and other water activ-
ities. The tsunami decimated
the area, ripping houses from
their foundations and bull-
dozing concrete buildings.

Trump confuses
with claims of new
border wall

HOUSTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump’s
claims over Christmas that
he had awarded 115 miles of
new border wall construction

in Texas appear to confuse
work that’s already funded
and underway.

Trump tweeted on Mon-
day, “I am in the Oval Office
& just gave out a 115 mile
long contract for another
large section of the Wall in
Texas.”

He reiterated on Tues-
day that he’s moving for-
ward on construction, even
as the government remains
partially shut down over
his insistence that Congress
approve more money for a
border wall.

Neither the White House
nor the Department of Home-
land Security responded to
follow-up questions on Mon-
day or Tuesday.
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HEALTH NOTIFICATION!

Are You Hard of Hearing?

A major name brand hearing aid provider
wishes to field test a remarkable new
digital hearing instrument in the area. This
offer is free of charge and you are under no

obligation.

These revolutionary 100% Digital
instruments use the latest technology to
comfortably and almost invisibly help you
hear more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears” and “head in a
barrel” sensation some people experience.

If you wish to participate, you will be

required to have your hearing tested in our
office FREE OF CHARGE to determine candidacy and review your results
with the hearing instruments with our hearing care specialist.

At the end of this evaluation, you may keep your instrument, if you so
desire, at a tremendous savings for participating in this field test. Special
testing will be done to determine the increased benefits of this technology.

Benefits of hearing aids vary by type and degree of hearing loss, noise
environment, accuracy of hearing test, and proper fit.
This is a wonderful opportunity to determine if hearing help is

available for your hearing loss and get hearing help at a very affordable

Call Now and Make a Reservation if

you wish to be Included!

THIS WEEK ONLY!

ENDS 12/31/18

Mention Code: 18DecHealth
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condition for a full refund.

®

The Miracle Ear Foundation

1\, Miracle-Ear’

Since 1990 the Miracle-Ear Foundation™ has been providing hearing aids, follow-up care, and educational resources to
people with hearing loss who demonstrate personal inability to financially provide for their hearing health needs. We do

this because we believe everyone in our community deserves quality hearing instruments.

Special Notice State Employees
You may qualify for a hearing aid benefit up to $4,000 every 4 years. Call for

eligibility status.

Call Now and Mention Code: 18DecHealth

Hermiston

955 SE 4th St. Ste B Hermiston, OR 97838

(541) 716-5092
Pendleton

125 SE Court Ave. Ste. #6., Pendleton, OR 97801

(541) 224-8661

visit us online at: www.miracle-ear.com

Hearing tests are always free. Hearing test is an audiometric test to determine proper amplification needs only. Hearing Aids do not restore natural hearing. Individual experiences will vary depending on severity of
loss, accuracy of evaluation by our Consultant, proper fit, and the ability to adjust amplification. If you are not completely satisfied, the aids must be returned within 30 days of the completion of fitting, in satisfactory




