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Trump’s demand
for wall moves
government closer
to shutdown

WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump’s
demand for border wall
funds hurled the federal
government closer to a shut-
down as House Republicans
approved a package Thurs-
day with his $5.7 billion
request that is almost certain
to be rejected by the Senate.

The White House said
Trump will not travel to
Florida on Friday for the
Christmas holiday if the
government is  shutting
down. More than 800,000
federal workers will be fac-
ing furloughs or forced to
work without pay if a reso-
lution is not reached before
funding expires at midnight
Friday.

The shutdown crisis
could be one of the final acts
of the House GOP majority
before relinquishing control
to Democrats in January.
Congress had been on track
to fund the government but
lurched Thursday when
Trump, after a rare lashing
from conservative support-
ers, declared he would not
sign a bill without the fund-
ing. Conservatives want to
keep fighting. They warmn
that “caving” on Trump’s
repeated wall  promises
could hurt his 2020 re-elec-
tion chances, and other
Republicans’ as well.

The House voted largely
along party lines, 217-185,
after GOP leaders framed
the vote as a slap-back to
Nancy Pelosi, who is poised
to become House speaker on
Jan. 3 and who had warned
Trump in a televised Oval
Office meeting last week
that he wouldn’t have the
votes for the wall.

“Now we find com-
promise,” House Major-
ity Leader Kevin McCa-
rthy, R-Calif., said. “We
have time right now to get
it done.”

Meanwhile, an online
fundraiser started by an Air
Force veteran to pay for con-
struction of President Don-
ald Trump’s U.S.-Mexico
border wall was up to mil-
lions of dollars Thursday.

Brian Kolfage launched
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Speaker of the House Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., left, and House Majority Leader Rep. Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., walk off after speaking to reporters after meeting with President Donald
Trump on border wall funding at the White House on Thursday in Washington.

the GoFundMe page Sun-
day, and it has since gener-
ated $6 million in donations.
The site states a fundraising
goal of $1 billion.

In a statement posted on
the crowdsourcing page,
Kolfage says the wall could
be built if everyone who
voted for Trump pledged
$80 each.

Kushners buying
4th New Jersey
property in tax-
break zone

NEW YORK (AP) —
Jared Kushner’s family
company is buying another
property in a New Jersey
beach town where develop-
ers can get big tax breaks
thanks to a new federal pro-
gram pushed by Kushner
and his wife, Ivanka Trump.

The Kushner Cos. is
negotiating to buy land
already approved for retail
space and apartments in one
of thousands of new Oppor-
tunity Zones offering tax
breaks around the coun-
try, Long Branch Business
Administrator George Jack-
son said Thursday. It would
be the fourth Kushner pur-
chase in an Opportunity
Zone in the town since the
program was included in the
Republican-led tax overhaul
law passed in December last
year.

The program has been
praised as a smart way to
attract money into high-pov-
erty areas long neglected by
private investors. But crit-
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YOU WORK

HARD ENOUGH.
MAKE YOUR
PLACE WORK
HARDER FOR YOU.

You've been chipping away at the to-do list and the place is
looking great. But what about the things you can’t see—like

No worries. Energy Trust of Oregon has you covered with
low-cost and DIY solutions to save energy and money.

Get more from your energy.
Call us at 1.866.368.7878 or visit www.energytrust.org/DIY.
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Cascade Natural Gas and Avista.
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ics say it includes too many
gentrifying neighborhoods
already attracting invest-
ment and is a giveaway to
wealthy developers.

The Kushner Cos. did not
respond to repeated requests
for comment. An earlier
report in the Asbury Park
Press on the deal quotes a

Kushner spokeswoman say-
ing the purchase is “under
contract.”

News of the possible
purchase follows an Asso-
ciated Press investigation
that showed Jared Kushner
owns stakes in 13 Oppor-
tunity Zones properties, all
in locations deemed by the

Urban Institute in Washing-
ton to be showing indica-
tions of rapid change or full-
out gentrification, including
ones in Long Branch. Six of
properties are in New York
City’s Brooklyn Heights
neighborhood overlooking
the Manhattan skyline and
where apartments sell for
millions each.

Whitaker rejected
advice to recuse
himself from
Russia probe

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— Acting Attorney Gen-
eral Matthew Whitaker
chose not to recuse him-
self from the Russia inves-
tigation even though a top
Justice Department ethics
official advised him to step
aside out of an “abundance
of caution,” a senior official
said Thursday.

Whitaker’s past criti-
cism of the Russia investi-

gation has raised questions
about whether he can over-
see it fairly. The ethics offi-
cial said this week that a
recusal was “a close call”
but suggested that Whita-
ker remove himself, even
though he was not required
to do so.

Whitaker decided not to
take the advice.

Earlier Thursday, a per-
son familiar with the matter
who was not authorized to
discuss it publicly told The
Associated Press that Whita-
ker did not have to recuse
himself from overseeing the
probe. But that wasn’t the
full picture. Later, a senior
Justice Department offi-
cial provided a much more
detailed account of the eth-
ics consultation.

It showed that although
Whitaker was not required
to step aside from the inves-
tigation, the issue wasn’t so
clear cut. That official spoke
with reporters on condition
of anonymity to discuss sen-
sitive conversations.
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Promotional pricing requires Total Plan with Unlimited Plus Data, new line, port-in, credit approval, qualified Smartphone purchase and Device Protection+
and comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract. Taxes, fees and additional restrictions apply.

Things we want you to know: New consumer or small business (20 lines or less) Total Plan line with Unlimited Plus Data and port-in required. Purchase of a qualifying device via 0% APR 30-month Retail Installment
Contract (RIC), credit approval and Device Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. All data on Unlimited Plus Plans automatically shifts to 2G speeds when each line reaches 25GB. The speed you receive will depend
on many factors, including, but not limited to, your data plan terms, the device you use, your distance from a cell tower, topography and the amount of users on the network at the time of your session. A Regulatory
Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating
locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Device Protection+ starts at $3.99/month per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel
anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular's Master
Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply.
See an associate or brochure for complete details. Offer applies to base memory model only. Offer Details: iPhone Xe: Regular price $748.80 or $24.96/month, bill credit amount is $24.96/month; Samsung Galaxy
$9: Regular price is $783 or $26.10/month, bill credit amount is $26.10/month; balance comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR, SO down. Bill credit applied within three
bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing with required price plan for entire 30-month RIC. Customer may lose bill credit if price plan is changed. In the event of cancellation of
service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract balance. The early upgrade program is not available with this offer. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives suppart
from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public
Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. While supplies last. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2018 U.S. Cellular



