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WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Donald Trump is pull-
ing all 2,000 U.S. troops out 
of Syria, officials announced 
Wednesday as the president 
suddenly declared victory 
over the Islamic State, con-
tradicting his own experts’ 
assessments and sparking 
surprise and outrage from 
his party’s lawmakers who 
called his action rash and 
dangerous.

The U.S. began airstrikes 
in Syria in 2014, and ground 
troops moved in the follow-
ing year to battle the Islamic 
State, or ISIS, and train Syr-
ian rebels in a country torn 
apart by civil war. Trump 
abruptly declared their mis-
sion accomplished in a 
tweet.

“We have defeated ISIS 
in Syria, my only reason 
for being there during the 
Trump Presidency,” he said 
as Vice President Mike 
Pence met with top leaders 
at the Pentagon. U.S. offi-
cials said many details of 
the troop withdrawal had 
not yet been finalized, but 
they expect American forces 
to be out by mid-January.

Later Wednesday, Trump 
posted a video on Twitter 
in which he said is “heart-
breaking” to have to write 
letters and make calls to the 

loved ones of those killed in 
battle.

“Now it’s time for our 
troops to come back home,” 
he said.

A senior administration 
official, speaking to report-
ers on condition of anonym-
ity, said Trump made the 
decision based on his belief 
that U.S. troops have no role 
in Syria beyond combatting 
Islamic State, whose fight-
ers are now believed to hold 
about 1 percent of the terri-
tory they did at the peak of 
their power.

The president informed 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan of his deci-
sion in a telephone call, 
the official said. Turkey 
has recently warned that it 
would launch combat opera-
tions across its southern bor-
der into northeastern Syria 
against Kurdish forces who 
have been allied with the 
U.S. in the fight against the 
Islamic State.

Trump’s declaration of 
victory was far from unani-
mous, and officials said U.S. 
defense and military lead-

ers were trying to dissuade 
him from ordering the with-
drawal right up until the last 
minute. His decision imme-
diately triggered demands 
from Congress — includ-
ing leading Republicans — 
for more information and 
a formal briefing on the 
matter. Sen. Lindsay Gra-
ham of South Carolina, just 
returned from Afghanistan, 
said he was meeting with 
Defense Secretary Jim Mat-
tis late in the day.

Graham, typically a 
Trump backer, said he was 

“blindsided” by the report 
and called the decision “a 
disaster in the making.” He 
said, “The biggest winners 
in this are ISIS and Iran.”

The decision will fulfill 
Trump’s long-stated goal of 
bringing troops home from 
Syria, but military lead-
ers have pushed back for 
months, arguing that the 
Islamic State group remains 
a threat and could regroup 
in Syria’s long-running civil 
war. U.S. policy has been to 
keep troops in place until the 
extremists are eradicated.

The senior administra-
tion official said American 
forces would still work with 
allies to fight the Islamic 
State or other extremists 
in the country but gave no 
details on what that might 
entail.

Another official said it 
still is not clear to defense 
leaders whether U.S. air-
strikes against Islamic State 
insurgents will continue in 
Syria after the American 
troops leave. U.S. military 
officials worry that Ameri-
can-backed Kurdish troops 
will be targeted by Tur-
key and the Syrian govern-
ment, leaving no ally on the 
ground to help direct the 
strikes.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
remains concerned about 
Iranian efforts in the area, 
reacted in noncommittal 
fashion after talking with 

Trump by telephone.
“This is, of course, an 

American decision,” he 
said. No matter what, he 
said, “we will safeguard the 
security of Israel and protect 
ourselves from this arena.”

Leading Republican sen-
ators reacted with displea-
sure to the news.

Sen. Marco Rubio of 
Florida said the withdrawal 
would be a “grave error” 
and that Kurdish fighters 
will stop fighting the Islamic 
State when they must con-
front Turkish troops cross-
ing the border into Syria.

“This is a bad idea 
because it goes against 
the fight against ISIS and 
potentially helps ISIS,” he 
said, warning it could trig-
ger a broader conflict in the 
region.

Just last week, the 
U.S. special envoy to the 
anti-ISIS coalition, Brett 
McGurk, said U.S. troops 
would remain in Syria even 
after the Islamic State was 
driven from its strongholds.

“I think it’s fair to say 
Americans will remain on 
the ground after the physical 
defeat of the caliphate, until 
we have the pieces in place 
to ensure that that defeat 
is enduring,” McGurk 
told reporters on Dec. 11. 
“Nobody is declaring a mis-
sion accomplished. Defeat-
ing a physical caliphate is 
one phase of a much lon-
ger-term campaign.”
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Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., a member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, rushes to 

the office of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., at day’s end on Capitol Hill in 

Washington on Wednesday.
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WASHINGTON — The 
Federal Reserve raised its 
key interest rate Wednesday 
for the fourth time this year 
to reflect the U.S. econo-
my’s continued strength, but 
signaled that it expects to 
slow its rate hikes next year.

Despite the forecast for 
fewer hikes, investors sent 
stocks plunging once Chair-
man Jerome Powell began a 
news conference, apparently 
disappointed that Powell 

didn’t go further to 
signal a slowdown 
in rate increases.

We d n e s d a y ’ s 
q u a r t e r - p o i n t 
increase, to a range 
of 2.25 percent to 
2.50 percent, lifted 
the Fed’s benchmark 
rate to its highest point since 
2008. It will mean higher 
borrowing costs for many 
consumers and businesses.

The Fed’s move came 
despite President Donald 
Trump’s attacks in recent 
weeks on its rate hikes and 
on Powell personally. The 

president has com-
plained that the 
moves are threat-
ening the economy. 
At a news confer-
ence after the Fed’s 
a n n o u n c e m e n t , 
Powell said Trump’s 
tweets and state-

ments would have no bear-
ing on the central bank’s 
policymaking.

“Nothing will deter us 
from doing what we think is 
the right thing to do,” Pow-
ell said.

The statement the Fed 
issued Wednesday after its 

latest policy meeting said 
that only “some” further 
gradual rate increases are 
likely; previously, it spoke 
simply of “further grad-
ual increases.” And its new 
forecast projects two rate 
hikes next year, down from 
three the Fed had predicted 
in September.

U.S. stocks had been up 
sharply before the Fed’s 
announcement, but the 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-

age closed down about 352 
points. Bond prices surged, 
though, sending yields 
lower.

Diane Swonk, chief 
economist at Grant Thorn-
ton, said the Fed projected 
that it is prepared to be flex-
ible in deciding on future 
hikes but the market had 
wanted even more assur-
ances that the central bank 
is ready to hit the pause 
button.

“Much of that (Fed) flex-
ibility was lost in transla-
tion for financial markets 
because the fed remains 
optimistic about growth,” 
Swonk said.

The central bank has 
raised rates with steady reg-
ularity as the U.S. economy 
has strengthened. Wednes-
day’s was the Fed’s ninth 
hike since it began gradu-
ally tightening credit three 
years ago. 
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Want to Lose Weight?
Are you frustrated with dieting and regaining weight?

Are you tired of strict or expensive diet plans 
that you can’t stick with?

Are you ready to change behaviors 
that prevent weight loss?

If so, The LifeSteps® 
Weight Management Program is for you!

THIS PROGRAM:

� Is led by a Registered Dietitian  

� Provides group support

� Helps you design your own plan  

� Builds confi dence week after week

� Does not require buying special food Products

CONTACT:
Christine Guenther
Registered Dietitian

christineguenther@chiwest.com

Call to Register

541-278-3235

All interested participants 
must attend Orientation on 
Tuesday, January 8th from 
5:30-6:30 PM at St. Anthony 
Hospital.  Orientation is a 
requirement to enroll in the 
program.  Weekly sessions 
will be on Tuesdays, from 
5:30-6:30 PM, mid-January 
to mid-April.  Fee:  $100 
(due the week after 
Orientation).

2801 St. Anthony Way � Pendleton, OR. 97801
www.sahpendleton.org
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  “Grit and Ink” tells a story  

that is very worthy of being told.
— Kerry Tymchuk, Executive Director, Oregon Historical Society

Small-town family business history at its best.
—Richard Baker, U.S. Senate Historian Emeritus
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