
A6 East Oregonian Thursday, December 20, 2018NATION/WORLD

By GARANCE BURKE 
and MARTHA 

MENDOZA
Associated Press

Decades after the U.S. 
stopped institutionaliz-
ing kids because large and 
crowded orphanages were 
causing lasting trauma, it is 
happening again. The fed-
eral government has placed 
most of the 14,300 migrant 
toddlers, children and teens 
in its care in detention cen-
ters and residential facili-
ties packed with hundreds, 
or thousands, of children.

As the year draws to a 
close, some 5,400 detained 
migrant children in the U.S. 
are sleeping in shelters with 
more than 1,000 other chil-
dren. Some 9,800 are in 
facilities with 100-plus 
total kids, according to con-
fidential government data 
obtained and cross-checked 
by The Associated Press.

That’s a huge shift from 
just three months after Pres-
ident Donald Trump took 
office, when the same fed-
eral program had 2,720 
migrant youth in its care; 
most were in shelters with a 
few dozen kids or in foster 
programs. Some of the chil-
dren may be released sooner 
than anticipated, because 
this week the administra-
tion ended a portion of its 
strict screening policies that 
had slowed the placement 
of migrant kids with rela-
tives in the U.S.

Until now, public infor-
mation has been limited 
about the number of youths 
held at each facility over-
seen by the Office of Refu-
gee Resettlement, even for 
attorneys representing the 
kids. But the AP obtained 
data showing the number 
of children in individual 

detention centers, shelters 
and foster care programs 
for nearly every week over 
the past 20 months, reveal-
ing in detail the expanse of 
a program at the center of 
the Trump administration’s 
immigration crackdown.

The data shows the 
degree to which the gov-
ernment’s approach to 
migrant youth has hard-
ened, marking a new phase 
in a federal program origi-
nally intended to offer safe 
haven to vulnerable chil-
dren fleeing danger across 
the globe. It’s been taking 
at least twice as long, on 
average two months rather 
than one, for youth held 
inside the system to get out, 
in part because the Trump 
administration added more 
restrictive screening mea-
sures for parents and rela-
tives who would take them 
in.

That changed Tuesday 
when the administration 

ended a policy requiring 
every adult in households 
where migrant children will 
live to provide the govern-
ment with fingerprints. All 
still must submit to back-
ground checks, and parents 
themselves still need to be 

fingerprinted. Nonetheless, 
officials said they could 
now process some children 
more rapidly, and hoped to 
shorten shelter stays that 
had dragged on so long kids 
sometimes wondered if 
their parents had abandoned 

them for good.
“It’s a pain we will never 

get through,” said Cecilio 
Ramirez Castaneda, a Sal-
vadoran whose 12-year-old 
son, Omar, was taken from 
him when they were appre-
hended in June under the 
administration’s “zero tol-
erance” policy, which led to 
nearly 3,000 children being 
separated from their fami-
lies. Omar feared his father 
had given up on him during 
the five months he spent in 
a Southwest Key shelter in 
Brownsville, Texas, with 
dozens of kids.

Ramirez was reunited 
with Omar last month 
only to learn that his son 
had been hospitalized for 
depression and medicated 
for unclear reasons and suf-
fered a broken arm while in 
government custody.

“It’s a system that causes 
irreparable damage,” he 
said. “My son says they 
would tell him that because 

he wasn’t from here, he had 
no rights.”

Experts say the deep 
anxiety and distrust chil-
dren suffer when they’re 
institutionalized away 
from loved ones can cause 
long-lasting mental and 
physical health problems. 
It’s dangerous for all but 
worse for younger children, 
those who stay more than a 
few days and those who are 
in larger facilities with less 
personal care.

“This is not a perplex-
ing scientific puzzle. This 
is a moral disaster,” said 
Dr. Jack Shonkoff, who 
heads Harvard Universi-
ty’s Center on the Develop-
ing Child. “There has to be 
some way to communicate, 
in unequivocal terms, that 
we are inflicting punish-
ments on innocent children 
that will have lifelong con-
sequences. No matter how a 
person feels about immigra-
tion policy, very few people 
hate children — and yet we 
are passively allowing bad 
things to happen to them.”

Administration offi-
cials said increased need 
has driven them to expand 
the number of beds avail-
able for migrant chil-
dren from 6,500 last fall to 
16,000 today. Mark Weber, 
a spokesman for the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services, which 
oversees ORR, said shelter-
ing children in large facili-
ties, while not preferable, 
is a better alternative than 
holding them for long peri-
ods at Border Patrol stations 
ill-suited to care for them.

“This is an amazing pro-
gram with incredibly dedi-
cated people who are work-
ing to take care of these 
kids,” he said. “There are 
a large number of children 
and it’s a difficult situa-
tion, and we are just work-
ing hard to make sure they 
are taken care of and placed 
responsibly.”

‘A moral disaster’
AP reveals scope 
of migrant kids 
program
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Migrant teens walk in a line through the Tornillo detention camp in Tornillo, Texas, on Thursday, Dec. 13.

BY THE NUMBERS

Through dozens of interviews and data analysis, AP found:

— As of Dec. 17, some 9,800 children were in facilities 

housing more than 100 kids; 5,405 of those were in three 

facilities with more than 1,000 youths — two in Texas and 

one in Florida.

— Texas had the most growth over the last 20 months in 

the number of kids under ORR custody. In April 2017, there 

were 1,368 migrant children in facilities or foster care in 

Texas. As of Dec. 17, the number was about 8,700.

— New York had the second-highest number of children: 

1,653, up from 210 in April 2017. Cayuga Centers grew from 

about 40 kids to close to 900; all are in foster homes.

— The states with children in care are: Arizona, California, 

Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, Kansas, Massachusetts, Mary-

land, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, Pennsylva-

nia, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia and Washington state.

‘IT’S A PAIN WE WILL NEVER GET THROUGH’
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AMC 60 <++++ Miracle on 34th Street <+++ Gremlins ('84, Com) Zach Galligan. <++ Charlie and the Chocolate Factory <++ The Santa ClaTse 2 ('02, Fam) Tim Allen. <++ The Santa ClaTse 2 ('02, Fam) Tim Allen. 

ANPL 24 TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse TreehoTse It's The Irwins Secret-Zoo (N) Secret-Zoo (N) Secret Life of-Zoo 

CMT 43 Home I. Home I. Home I. Home I. Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man <+++ Fight ClTb ('99, Psy) Edward Norton, Brad Pitt. <+++ Fight ClTb ('99, Psy) Edward Norton, Brad Pitt. Cops 

CNBC 72 Closing Bell Fast Money Mad Money Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Shark Tank Paid Paid 

CNN 68 CNN Newsroom The Lead The SitTation The SitTation OTtFront A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight CNN Tonight A. Cooper 360 CTomo CNN Tonight 
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ESPN 33 NBA: The JTmp (L) H.Noon Highly? Horn (N) InterrTpt SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) NCAA Football Gasparilla Bowl Marshall at South Florida (L) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter (N) 

ESPN2 34 College Football Live (L) H.Noon Highly? Horn (N) InterrTpt NCAA Basketball Tex.Tech/Duke (L) ESPNMg Best of CoTnt. (N) SportsCenter (N) Skateboard Street League First Take

FNC 66 Shepard Smith YoTr World The Five Special Report The Story TTcker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle Fox News TTcker Carlson Hannity Ingraham Angle 

FOOD 61 CTpcake Wars Pioneer Pioneer BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay BeatFlay Cookie Challenge Cookie Challenge Cookie Challenge Holiday Baking Cookie Challenge 

FREE 32 <++ Life Size Tyra Banks. < Life-Size 2: A Christmas Eve < The Santa ClaTse 3: The Escape ... :35 Santa ClaTs :40 <++++ The Incredibles Craig T. Nelson. :20 <++ Ice Age: Continental Drift < Cars 2 

FX 6C Mother Mother Mother Mother Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. Mike&M. <++ Christmas With the Kranks < A Very Harold & KTmar Christmas <+++ The Night Before <+++ The Night Before

GOLF 88 PGA Golf BMW Championship PGA Golf Tour Championship Site: East Lake Golf Club -- Atlanta, Ga. Final RoTnd "2018 PGA Championship - Final Round" (N) Final RoTnd Fav. "2018 PGA Championship - Final Round" 
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HALL 87 Home and Family < The Most WonderfTl Time of th... < Christmas at the Palace < Road to Christmas < Once Upon a Holiday Briana Evigan. < A Gingerbread Romance 
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HIST C0 The Bible "Passion" American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers American Pickers Amer. Pickers (N) :05 Amer. Pickers :05 Amer. Pickers 

LIFE 29 < Heaven Sent Christian Kane. < A Perfect Christmas List < A Christmas ReTnion < Kristin's Christmas Past < My Christmas Inn :05 < Santa's Boots Megan Hilty. 

NICK 27 Machines BTtterb PAW PAW PAW PAW Sponge Sponge Sponge Sponge LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. LoTd H. Sponge Sponge < The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge ... Friends Friends 

ROOT 37 Paid Paid The Dan Patrick Show (N) Rodeo Champions Tennis Champions Classic Hot Rod Press (N) Press Fantasy FB (N) NCAA Basketball 

SPIKE 42 Bar RescTe Bar RescTe Rose. Rose. Rose. Rose. Mom Mom Mom Mom Friends Friends Friends Friends <++ Bad Santa Billy Bob Thornton. < A Merry Friggin' Christmas 

SYFY 67 CSI <++ Knock Knock Keanu Reeves. :45 < CTcTy: The Boogeyman :45 <+++ The Cabin in the Woods :45 <++ Limitless ('11, Myst) Bradley Cooper. <++ 47 Ronin ('13, Act) Keanu Reeves. Movie 

TBS C9 Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Am.Dad Fam.GTy Fam.GTy Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld BigBang BigBang BigBang BigBang Frontal :35 Sein. 

TCM C6 < Anna & the King of Siam <+++ Hard to Get <+++ Hollywood Hotel Dick Powell. <+++ Christmas in JTly <+++ YoT Never Can Tell :15 <++ The Singing Marine :15 < Cowboy From Broo... Movie 

TLC 49 FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings FoTr Weddings 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé Dr. Pimple Dr. Pimple Dr. Pimple Popper (N) My Crazy 

TNT C7 STpernatTral STpernatTral Bones Bones Bones NBA Basketball Houston vs Miami (L) NBA Basketball Dallas vs L.A. Clippers (L) Inside the NBA (L) NBA Basketball 

UNI 21 Notic. Vecinos LIKE, La Leyenda Como dice dicho En Tierras Salva El gordo y la flaca Primer impacto P. LTche Notic. Rosa GTadalTpe JesTs Mi Marido Tiene Amar a MTerte Impacto Noticie. 

USA C8 NCIS NCIS "Cloak" NCIS "Dagger" NCIS "Road Kill" NCIS NCIS "Faith" NCIS NCIS NCIS WWE TribTte to the Troops (N) Miz Miz 

WE 118 <++ Bringing Down the HoTse Steve Martin. <++ Diary of a Mad Black Woman Growing Up Hip H Growing Up (N) Growing Up Hip H Growing Up Hip H Braxton ValTes Braxton ValTes Growing Up Hip H 
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HBO C18 VICE :40 <+++ Inception Joseph Gordon-Levitt. :10  Bleed OTt :35 < MTrder on the Orient Express News < Pacific Rim Uprising John Boyega. :55 R.104 :25 R.104 MomentTm Gen. 

HBO2 C20 < All AboTt Steve <++ Rampage 1stLook :10 <++ FTnny People Adam Sandler. :40 <++ Ready Player One Tye Sheridan. Dirty Clean VICE :45 < Icebox :15 < Rampage 

HBO3 C21 <++ Darkest HoTr Gary Oldman. :55 My TrTe Brill. :10 <+++ Taken :45 <+++ Man on Fire Denzel Washington. :15 <+++ The Hangover Ed Helms. <+++ DangeroTs Minds :45 < Kiss Kiss Bang Bang 

MAX C49 Movie :50 <++ Repo Men Jude Law. :45 <+++ The Client Susan Sarandon. :50 < ThoroTghbreds Anya Taylor-Joy. :25 <++ MacGrTber < Legend ('15, Thril) Tom Hardy. :15 <+++ Atomic Blonde

SHOW C78 < Don't Knock T... :05 <++ The Girl on the Train < What's Eating Gilbert Grape? < The Death of Stalin :50 Rising Escape "Part Five" < The Foreigner Jackie Chan. < American Assassin Dylan O'Brien. 

STARZ 621 :20 <+++ Ferris BTeller's Day Off < Benched Garret Dillahunt. :55 < Confessions of a Sh... :40 < ProTd Mary :15 CoTnterpart :15 <++ The ToTrist Johnny Depp. CoTnterpart < I Can Do Bad... 

STZENC 644 <++ Changing Lanes :25 <+++ Easy A <++ MaximTm Overdrive :40 <++ Into the BlTe Jessica Alba. :35 < Spy Kids 3D: Game ... < Monsters University :45 <++ Fever Pitch Drew Barrymore. Movie 
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