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Farm Bill a breakthrough for hemp

By GEORGE PLAVEN
EO Media Group

Northwest hemp farm-
ers scored a major victory
on Wednesday with the pas-
sage of the 2018 Farm Bill,
which legalized the crop
and defined it as an “agri-
cultural commodity.”

The legislation removes
hemp from the list of feder-
ally controlled substances,
including products made
with derivative extracts
such as cannabinoid, or
CBD, oil.

Hemp is closely related
to marijuana, but unlike pot
it contains less than 0.3 per-
cent of tetrahydrocannab-
inol, or THC, the psycho-
active component that gets
users high. CBD oils pro-
mote a host of health ben-
efits, from pain relief to
preventing seizures and
lowering anxiety. Hemp can
also be used to make fiber,
plastic and a building mate-
rial known as “hempcrete”
— a mixture of hemp stalks
and lime.

Courtney Moran, a Port-
land attorney and president
of the Oregon Industrial
Hemp Farmers Association,
said the bill greatly clari-
fies hemp’s legal status at
the federal level, allowing
farmers to sign up for crop
insurance, work with banks
and do business across state
lines.

“It’s very exciting that
Congress has realized the
economic and agricultural
potential for hemp,” Moran
said. “It’s an incredible day
for cannabis, and for all
farmers worldwide.”

Moran spent two years
working with U.S. Sen. Ron

Wyden’s office on legisla-
tion. The law also provides
USDA oversight and fund-
ing for hemp research, and
allows states and tribes to
become the primary regula-
tors of hemp production.

Oregon established
its Industrial Hemp Pro-
gram, overseen by the state
Department of  Agricul-
ture, in 2016. By the end
of the year, 70 growers and
53 handlers had registered
with ODA. The program
has since grown more than
six-fold, with 582 growers
and 212 handlers.

Moran said she sees
the industry growing sig-
nificantly more under the
Hemp Farming Act moving
forward.

“I think it’s an incredible
impact,” she said.

Senate Majority Leader

Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
was the bill’s chief spon-
sor. On Tuesday, McCon-
nell tweeted that, “At a time
when farm income is down
and growers are struggling,
industrial hemp is a bright
spot of agriculture’s future.”

Sens. Wyden and Jeff
Merkley, both Oregon Dem-
ocrats, were also vocal sup-
porters of legalizing indus-
trial hemp.

“For too long, the out-
rageous and outdated ban
on growing hemp has ham-
strung farmers in Oregon
and across the country,”
Wyden said in a statement.
“Hemp products are made
in America, sold in America
and consumed in America.
Now, hemp will be able to
be legally grown in Amer-
ica, to the economic benefit
of consumers and farmers
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Hemp grows in an Oregon field. Congress has legalized the crop nationwide.

in Oregon and nationwide.”

Estimates show the total
retail value of all hemp
products in the U.S. in 2017
was $820 million in 2017,
according to the Agricul-
tural Marketing Resource
Center, a national program
funded in part by USDA
Rural Development.

A report by New Frontier
Data, which studies canna-
bis markets, also shows the
U.S. CBD sales grew by
nearly 40 percent in 2017,
reaching $367 million.

Moran said legaliza-
tion could spur growth in
even higher-value uses of
hemp, like paper, fiber and
construction.

“It’s really time we start
building our national infra-
structure in all aspects of
the industry for what this
plant can do,” she said.

Rewards for
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Oregon State Police Fish
and Wildlife troopers con-
tinue to seek the public’s
help to catch the poacher or
poachers who shot and killed
a bull moose in November
in Wallowa County. And
the Oregon Hunters Asso-
ciation’s reward in the case
now stands at $7,500.

Pledges from OHA chap-
ters across the state poured
in, according to a written
statement from state police,
which increased the cash
reward amount to $7,500
for information leading to
a citation or arrest of who
poached the bull moose.

And Krebs Ranch, near
the Zumwalt Prairie Pre-
serve in the Chesnimnus
unit, is offering a $3,500
guided bull elk hunt to the
person that provides the

catching moose poacher total $11,000

Contributed by ODFW

A bull moose was illegally killed in Wallowa County in

November.

information.

State police reported the
illegal kill occurred between
Nov. 8 and Nov. 11, during
the final days of the second
season for bull elk, off of

the U.S. Forest Service 46
Road between Teepee Pond
and mile marker 35 in the
Chesnimnus Big Game Unit.

“Additionally, a side-by-
side UTV was used to haul
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HOLIDAY SALE

Thurs. Dec 13t To Sat. Dec 15"

%
OFF

Storewide including jewelry,
purses, housewares,
clothing, hats and more!

SINCE - 181§

MRPY C”Yﬂ}{ Pendleton Rnd-Up
& Happy Canyon
Gift Store

M-F 8:30-5 and Sat 10-4

1114 SW Court Ave ° Pendleton * 541-276-2553
Shop online www.leterbuck.com

60

Clearance with items
being added daily

Destiny Fri - Tue, Dec. 14 - Dec. 18, 2018

Theatres Subject to change. Check times daily.
Hermiston Stadium 8
Hwy 395 & Theatre Ln - 567-1556
MoviesInHermiston.com

THE MULE (R17)

the moose meat and parts
from the kill site back to
the campsite,” state police

reported.

OHA Conservation
Director Jim  Akenson,
who resides in Wallowa

County, called the poaching
tragic, “Especially because
our moose population is
low with fewer than 70 in
Oregon.”

State police urged anyone
in that area at the time with
information that will help
identify any suspect to call
the Turn In Poachers — TIP
— line at 800-452-7888,
senior trooper Mark Knapp
at 541-426-3049, or email
TIP@state.or.us.

Staff photo by Jade McDowell
School buses were parked in front of McNary Heights
Elementary School Thursday after students were
dropped off there to be reunited with their parents
after a gas leak at Clara Brownell Middle School
caused an evacuation.

Gas leak closes Umatilla
middle, high schools

By JAYATI the Tri-Cities, and the
RAMAKRISHNAN process was taking longer

East Oregonian than planned.
Sipe said  students

from both schools were
moved temporarily to
McNary Heights Ele-
mentary School but were
ultimately sent home
for the day. The gas leak
was fixed shortly before
11:30 a.m. Thirteen stu-
dents from the middle
and high schools were not
sent home early, because
their parents could not be
reached to give permis-
sion for them to leave.

A gas leak at Umatil-
la’s Clara Brownell Mid-
dle School sent kids from
both the middle school
and Umatilla High School
home for the day on
Thursday morning.

Superintendent Heidi
Sipe said the leak was
detected in the middle
school building around
8:30a.m., but it was
close enough to the high
school that they evacuated

both schools as a safety Those students stayed

precaution. and helped in classrooms
According to the con- at the elementary school

tractors, the leak was until the end of the day.

Sipe said people from
Umatilla fire, police, and
city hall all assisted, as
well as Mid-Columbia
Bus Company.

The elementary school
remained in session. All
after-school activities at
CBMS and UHS were
canceled for the day.

caused when a roofing
contractor tried to flex a
gas regulator vent so that
it wouldn’t land on a rib.
That resulted in a cracked
fitting at the regulator.
Sipe said they initially
expected the leak to be
fixed quickly, but a tech-
nician had to come from

Pendleton RYV fire Kills dogs

“It’s pretty much a
total loss,” he said, and
added the cause was a
space heater.

The fire also claimed
the lives of four dogs
inside the RV, Hergert
said, while a bystander
used a fire extinguisher
on a fifth to save it.

And Hergert provided
an update on a Nov. 30
fire that gutted the inte-
rior of Pendleton Bare
Bones, 1304 S.W. Dorion
Ave. The cause appears to
be electrical, he said, and
stemmed from a back-up
battery inside the conve-
nience and tobacco store.
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PENDLETON — Four
dogs died in Pendleton in
a recreational vehicle fire.

Pendleton fire and
police at about 12:20 p.m.
Wednesday responded to
Go Fish RV Park, 1500
S.E. Byers Ave., for a fire
inside one of the vehicles
on the lot. Fire Capt. Dan
Hergert said there was lit-
tle exterior indication of
a blaze, but the burn was
inside walls, floors and
the ceiling. Firefighters
tore down cabinets and
more to extinguish the
fire.

WILDHORSE

RESORT & CASINO

12/14-12/16

Cineplex Show Times
$5 Classic Movie

12/19 «12pm
A CHRISTMAS STORY

SPIDER-MAN:

INTO THE SPIDER-VERSE (PG)
11:20% 2:00* 7:20

15 4:40 10:00

MORTAL ENGINES (PG13)
1:20* 7:00

£I» 4:10 9:50

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET (PG)|
11:10* 1:50% 4:30 7:10 9:40

MORTAL ENGINES (PG-13)

RALPH BREAKS INTERNET (PG)

CRrEeED |l (PG-13)

INSTANT FAMILY (PG-13)

THE GRINCH (PG)

BOOK YOUR PARTY AT THE CINEMA.
Check ONLINE for more information!

+
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DR. SEUSS' THE GRINCH (PG)
11:30* 1:40% 4:20 6:50 9:30

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE CRIMES
OF GRINDELWALD (PG13)
3:50% 9:20
INSTANT FAMILY (PG13)
1:10* 6:40

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com « 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR 1-84 - Exit 216
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. Thé United Methodist Chur’Chtpres’ent;

The 26th Annual
Living Nativity
Saturday, Dec 15th « 6-8pm
Sunday, Dec 16th « 4-6pm

191 E Gladys Ave « Hermiston, Oregon

This adventure will take you through a beautiful
setting featuring live animals and characters so you
can experience first hand the birth of our Savior.
Then come inside for warm drinks and cookies.

Please bring your friends and family and enjoy this special event.

Christmas Eve Worship is at 6:30pm

a aes ¥ aaime

352 SE 2nd St. « Pendleton, Oregon

Annual Christmas Cantata

During Sunday Worship
December 23rd. « 9am
Everyone Welcome
C :

heck us out on Facebook
https://www.tacebook.com/FUMCPendleton
(541) 276-2616

The Pendleton Chamber of Commerce Presents

black, ¢, While

63rd Annual First Citizens Banquet
& Business Excellence Awards
January 18, 2019
Wildhorse Resort & Casino

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN!

Due to the Chamber by 5 pm December 28th
Nomination Forms Online at
pendletonchamber.com
or at the Chamber Office at 501 South Main Street

Sponsored by
CHI St. Anthony Hospital

Kind Leaf Pendleton * Pacific Power
Energy Trust of Oregon « Eastern Oregon Rental & Sales




