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HERMISTON — The 
former food services 
coordinator of Two 
Rivers Correctional 
Institution faces a 
misdemeanor charge 
for sexual relations 
with an inmate.

Kimberly Ann 
Porter of Hermis-
ton worked at the 
state prison in Umatilla as 
a food services coordinator 
from Nov. 3, 2014, until she 
resigned Aug. 3, according 
to Department of Correc-
tions communication man-
ager Jennifer Black. The 
Umatilla County District 
Attorney’s Office indicted 

Porter in October on the 
lone count. According to 
court documents, the state 

accused Porter of 
engaging in sexual 
contact with inmate 
Buford Thomas 
Harper between April 
1 and May 22.

Harper, 32, of 
Canyonville, is serv-
ing 25 years for 
murder. He teamed 

up with two other men in 
2013 to rob another man 
of his medical marijuana at 
his home in Tri City near 
Myrtle Creek in Doug-
las County. Harper in 2014 
pleaded guilty to killing the 
man.

The Morrow County 

Sheriff’s Office on Fri-
day arrested Porter, 52, on 
a warrant after she skipped 
her arraignment on Nov. 20. 
Deputies booked her into the 
Umatilla County Jail, Pend-
leton. Jail staff reported Por-
ter bailed out the same day.

Former TRCI food coordinator 
charged with sexual misconduct 

Winterfest brings on Christmas cheer

By East Oregonian

The Port of Morrow 
dropped a lawsuit against 
Union Pacific Railroad on 
Monday, after reaching a 
settlement with the railroad 
company.

In August, the port filed 
a suit against Union Pacific 
for nearly $340,000, for a 
train derailment and damage 
to port-owned tracks. Port 
manager Ryan Neal told the 

East Oregonian on Monday 
that the suit was settled for 
$38,944.47.

“We settled on the costs of 
the track repair and dropped 
the demurrage charges for 
car storage, which totaled 
both to around the $340,000 
range,” Neal told the EO in 
an email.

In September 2017, 
five empty rail cars from a 
train that Union Pacific had 
delivered to Pacific Ethanol, 
a business that has a plant 
at the port, derailed while 
still on port-owned tracks. 
After employees from Fron-
tier Rail, a third party who 
contracts with Pacific Eth-
anol, unloaded corn from 

the rail cars, they moved 
the train. It was returned to 
Union Pacific’s control, but 
it was still on port-owned 
tracks. The port repaired 
the tracks, which cost them 
$39,944.47, and was not 
compensated. The port said 
in the lawsuit that Pacific 
Ethanol’s employees failed 
to close one or more of the 
bottom doors of the rail cars, 
which caught and dragged 
on the tracks.

Crews also moved 14 
other Union Pacific rail cars 
from the crash site, which 
remained on port prop-
erty, despite port demands 
to Union Pacific to remove 
them.

Port of Morrow, Union Pacific 
settle lawsuit over derailment

Port of Morrow 
drops lawsuit 
against railroad 
company
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Mrs. Claus (aka Carolyn Brandsen) chats with children during Winterfest on Saturday at the Pendleton Convention Center.

Left: A Santa ornament hangs from a tree auctioned off Friday evening at St. Anthony Hospital’s 
Winterfest. Proceeds go to the St. Anthony Hospital Foundation, Pioneer Relief Nursery and 
Cason’s Place. Right: A little boy named Brandon makes a Christmas present during Winterfest 
on Saturday at the Pendleton Convention Center.

PENDLETON

M-F looks to 
fill several 
open seats 

Milton-Freewater is 
soliciting interest to fill 15 
open positions on its vari-
ous boards and committees.

With a few exceptions, 
all prospective committee 
members must live in the 
city. All members are vol-
unteers that are appointed 
by the mayor and approved 
by the city council. Terms 
start in February 2019.

All applications must be 
submitted to City Recorder 
Leanne Steadman by noon 
on Jan. 3

Steadman can be con-
tacted at 541-969-8233.

The open positions 
span the planning commis-
sion, library board, budget 
committee and recreation 
committee.

•The planning commis-
sion has three open seats. 
Terms span four years. The 
commission meets the first 
Monday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. and discusses issues 
involving the zoning code.

•The library board has 
two open seats under three-
year terms and one under a 
one-year term. The board 
meets the last Thursday of 
each months at 4 p.m. and 
advises the council and 
staff on library policy and 
management.

•The budget commit-
tee has three open seats 
under three-year terms, 
two seats under two-year 
terms, and one seat under 
a one-year term. The com-
mittee mostly meets eve-
nings during the spring and 
is tasked with considering a 
preliminary budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year.

•The recreation com-
mittee has three open seats. 
Terms span four years. The 
committee meets the first 
Tuesday of each month at 
5 p.m. and discusses issues 
surrounding parks and 
recreation.

Raffle benefits 
foster kids

HERMISTON — A 
handful of themed baskets 
are being raffled off as a 
fundraiser for the Foster 
Child Welfare Fund.

Tickets, which are $1 
each, are available from 
certifiers at local Depart-
ment of Human Services 
offices. Money raised will 
help local foster children. 
The drawing will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 20 and the 
baskets will be delivered to 
the winners.

The baskets include 
everything from board 
games and treats to house-
hold items and gift certifi-
cates. The themes include 
cars, movie, coffee, prin-
cess party and winter.

For more informa-
tion, call Marvin at 541-
654-4484 or Irma at 
541-564-4493.

GOP women 
welcome BENT

PENDLETON — A 
pair of local law enforce-
ment officers will address 
the Round Up Republican 
Women.

Sgt. Richard J. Jack-
son of the Pendleton Police 
Department and Sgt. Karl 
Farber of the Oregon State 
Police, who are both mem-
bers of the Blue Moun-
tain Enforcement Narcot-
ics Team, will share about 
BENT and its mission. 
The public is invited to the 
no-host luncheon meet-
ing Thursday at 11:45 a.m. 
at the Red Lion, 304 S.E. 
Nye Ave., Pendleton. The 
cost is $11 for members 
and $13 for non-members. 
Those who plan to attend 
are asked to register in 
advance.

To RSVP or for more 
information, contact 541-
276-3182 or rounduprw@
gmail.com.

BRIEFLY

Porter

 P SYCHOLOGICAL  S ERVICES   OF  P ENDLETON , LLC

 Holiday Stress? We Can Help!

 C ONTACT  U S

 WWW.PENDLETONPSYCH.COM OR CALL US AT

 541-278-2222

CREED II (PG13)

4:00 7:00 10:00 

RALPH BREAKS THE  

INTERNET (PG)

4:50 7:20 9:50 

FANTASTIC BEASTS:  

THE CRIMES  

OF GRINDELWALD (PG13)

3:40* 6:40 9:40 

INSTANT FAMILY (PG13)

4:10 6:50 9:30

DR. SEUSS' THE GRINCH (PG)

4:40 7:10 9:20

       

12/11
Cineplex Show Times

* Matinee Pricing

wildhorseresort.com • 541-966-1850
Pendleton, OR I-84 - Exit 216

$5 Classic Movie  
12/12  • 12pm  

IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE

Yo Country Frozen Yogurt
La Palma
NW Farm Supply
Wes Wise Construction
Cycletown
KRISanthemums
Barnett & Moro
Denny’s Restaurant
Stanfi eld Hutterian Brethren Farm
Hales Restaurant
Wal Mart Distribution Center
City of Hermiston
Dairy Queen
Larry Usher
Mark & Ruth Schwartz
Madison Farms
Eastern Oregon Mobile Slaughter
Double T Farms
Ky Miller & Charlie Clupny
Columbia Crest Winery
Goss Family Jewelry
Wild Horse Foundation
Vicki Horneck 

Hermiston Agricultural Research 
   and Extension Center
Threemile Canyon Farms
Carla McLane
Umatilla County Fire District 1
Life Flight
Carley Schriever
Aff ordable Family Eyewear
Smitty’s ACE Hardware
O’Reilly Auto Parts
Dave’s Barbershop
Pet Sense
Desert Lanes
Scott’s Cycle Sports
Kent & Laura Madison
Rick’s Car Wash
USA Sub & Grill
Kopacz Nursery & Florist
Oriental Garden
Ixtapa
Shari’s Restaurant
Delish
Carlson’s Pharmacy

Cathy Wamsley
Cottage Flowers
O So Kleen
Sanitary Disposal, Inc.
Umatilla Head Start
Java Junkies
Alive & Well
Andree’s
Ekone Oyster Co.
Lifetime Vision Source
Kuhn Law Offi  ce
Country Kennel Grooming
Hermiston Veterinary
Hermiston Drug and Gift
Pet Parade
Oregon Grain Growers
Ochoa Jewelry
Big Lots
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Jack McGuire, Farrier
Maurices

Proceeds go to the Umatilla Electric Hydromania program 

and local community activities in memory of Don Horneck.

A Special 

Thank You
To the Friends and Supporters of 

the Hermiston Lions Don Horneck 
Ag-Ed Dinner & Auction

PLATINUM SPONSORS:

GOLD SPONSORS:

• Rogers Toyota of Hermiston • Barnett & Moro, P.C. 
• Simplot Soil Builders • K&L Madison, LLC • Wilbur Ellis Co.

• Pioneer Seed Co. • Umatilla Electric Cooperative

• Purswell’s Pump Co. • Wheatland Insurance Center
• IRZ Consulting • Bud Rich / G-2 Farming • Elmers Irrigation

• Hawman Farms • Hansell Farms • Sunheaven Farms
• United Grain Growers • Morrow County Grain Growers

• Banner Bank

SILVER SPONSORS:

BRONZE SPONSORS:

• Miller Realty Inc. • Les Schwab Tire Center
• Eastern Oregon Telecom • Mr. Insulation Company

• Photography Plus • Columbia Harvest Foods 
• First Community Credit Union • Mike & Diane Henderson

We would also like to give a shout-out and a thank you:
• Swire Coca-Cola Dave Caldwell • Columbia Crest Winery • Art Prior

 • Ordnance Brewing Company • Starbucks Coff ee • Rep. Greg Smith • Horace Mann Inc 

• Devon Oil • Knights of Columbus • Americus Signs  • Key Club • Toni Eddy

•  Hermiston Chamber of Commerce • Kuhn Law Offi  ces • Destination Bartending 

• City of Hermiston • Good Shepherd Health Care System • Ford Bonney  • Tom Spoo 

• Cole Crosthwaite • Steve Myers • Kalene Wheeler • Ruralite

A Big Thanks to these folks who donated auction items and made our event even more successful.


