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Portland will seek
tolls on I-5, I-205

By PARIS ACHEN
Capital Bureau

The Oregon Transpor-
tation Commission voted
unanimously Thursday to
seek federal approval to
toll two segments of Port-
land’s longest and most-
used freeways, but motor-
ists wouldn’t see such
tolls for years.

The state is apply-
ing to collect tolls on all
lanes along seven miles
of Interstate 5 through the
center of Portland and all
lanes of Interstate 205 as
motorists cross the Aber-
nethy Bridge between
Oregon City and West
Linn.

“I really want to make
sure folks understand
that this is going to be a
process that is going to
be years,” said Tammy
Baney, transportation
commission chair. “For
some ... that is not fast
enough, it’s not aggres-
sive enough, and it won’t
meet the need, but for
some, it may be too fast,
too aggressive, and there
still are concerns.”

Officials said the tolls
are intended to pay for
road projects that expand
capacity while encour-
aging commuters to use

other transportation.
Transportation  com-
missioners acknowledged
that the tolls would affect
low-income drivers and
say they are consider-
ing ways to mitigate the
cost through more transit
options and subsidies.
“People are concerned
they are going to wake up
tomorrow, and all of a sud-
den, the roads are going
to have a cost to them to
be able to get to work,”
Baney said. “We don’t
have the transit options
that would make it conve-
nient and reliable for indi-
viduals to be able to get
off the (single-occupancy
vehicle) system. We know
that. There is the concern
also about diversion into
communities and what
that might mean, too. This
commission takes it very
seriously that those ques-
tions are still out there and
need to be answered.”
The triangle of free-
ways around Portland —
Interstates 5, 205 and 84
— are the heaviest trav-
eled roads in the Port-
land area. Traffic volumes
on those freeways hover
around 150,000 vehicles
per day, according to the
Oregon Department of
Transportation.

Senate passes bill making

it easier t

By PHUONG LE
Associated Press

SEATTLE — A bill that
would make it easier to kill
sea lions that feast on imper-
iled salmon in the Columbia
River has cleared the U.S.
Senate.

State wildlife manag-
ers say rebounding numbers
of sea lions are eating more
salmon than ever and their
appetites are undermining
billions of dollars of invest-
ments to restore endangered
fish runs.

Senate Bill 3119, which
passed Thursday by unan-
imous  consent, would
streamline the process for
Washington, Idaho, Oregon
and several Pacific North-
west Native American tribes
to capture and euthanize
potentially hundreds of sea
lions found in the river east
of Portland, Oregon.

Sen. Jim Risch, an Idaho
Republican who co-spon-
sored the bill with senators
from all three states, said
the legislation would help
ensure healthy populations
of salmon for years to come.

“As endangered salmon
face extinction, we must
take steps to protect them,”
Sen. Maria Cantwell, a

Washington Democrat, said
in a statement.

The Senate bill is simi-
lar to one passed by the U.S.
House in June and spon-
sored by Reps. Jaime Her-
rera Beutler, a Washington
Republican, Kurt Schrader,
an Oregon Democrat, and
others.

The House will have to
consider the Senate’s bill, or
vice versa, before it heads
to President Donald Trump
for consideration. “We have
reason to believe they will
by the end of the year,” said
Kaylin Minton, communica-
tions director for Risch.
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A bill making it easier to kill sea lions that feast on
imperiled salmon in the Columbia River has cleared the
U.S. Senate.

Supporters, including
the governors of Oregon,
Washington and Idaho, fish-
ing groups and tribes, say
the bill will give wildlife
managers greater flexibil-
ity in controlling Califor-
nia sea lions that dramati-
cally increased from about
30,000 in the 1960s to about
300,000 under the 1972
Marine Mammal Protection
Act.

Critics called it ill-con-
ceived and say it won’t
solve the problem of declin-
ing salmon, which also face
other problems such as habi-
tat loss and dams.

sea li

ons

“This bill changes the
core protective nature of the
Marine Mammal Protec-
tion Act by allowing for the
indiscriminate killing of sea
lions throughout the Colum-
bia River and its tributar-
ies,” Naomi Rose, marine
mammal scientist for Ani-
mal Welfare Institute, said in
a statement.

Washington, Idaho and
Oregon wildlife manag-
ers currently have federal
authorization to kill prob-
lem sea lions that eat salmon
in the Columbia River near
Bonneville Dam east of
Portland.

But they must first go
through a lengthy process
to identify and document
specific sea lions that cause
problems, including observ-
ing them eating a salmon
and using non-lethal hazing
measures on them.

Both the House and Sen-
ate bills would remove
those requirements, so states
and several Native Ameri-
can tribes could get a fed-
eral permit to remove any
sea lion east of the Interstate
205 bridge that connects
Vancouver with Portland, as
well as in tributaries of the
Columbia River where there
are federally protected fish.
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