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Pelosi takes hard llne on Trump s wall ahead of meeting

By MATTHEW DALY
Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
House Democratic leader
Nancy Pelosi on Thurs-
day rejected the idea of
paying for President Don-
ald Trump’s border wall
in exchange for helping
hundreds of thousands of
young immigrants avoid
deportation.

Funding for the wall —
a top Trump priority —
and legal protections for
so-called Dreamers, a key
Democratic goal, should not
be linked, Pelosi said.

“They’re two different
subjects,” she said.

Her comments came
as the House and Sen-
ate approved a stopgap bill
Thursday to keep the gov-
ernment funded through
Dec. 21. The measure,
approved by voice votes in

near-empty chambers, now
goes to the White House
Trump has promised to
sign the two-week exten-
sion to allow for ceremo-
nies this week honoring for-
mer President George H.W.
Bush, who died Nov. 30.
But he wants the next fund-
ing package to include at
least $5 billion for his pro-
posed wall, something Dem-
ocrats have rejected. Trump
is set to meet Tuesday at the
White House with Pelosi
and Senate Democratic
leader Chuck Schumer.
Pelosi, who is seeking to
become House speaker in
January, said the lame-duck
Congress should now pass
a half-dozen government
funding bills that key com-
mittees have already agreed
on, along with a separate
measure funding the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security,
which oversees the border.
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North Carolina
race shines light on
‘ballot harvesting’

HELENA, Mont. (AP)
— An investigation into
whether political operatives
in North Carolina illegally
collected and possibly stole
absentee ballots in a still-un-
decided congressional race
has drawn attention to a
widespread but little-known
political tool called ballot
harvesting.

It’s a practice long used
by special-interest groups
and both major political par-
ties that is viewed either as
a voter service that boosts
turnout or a nefarious activ-
ity that subjects voters to
intimidation and makes elec-
tions vulnerable to fraud.

The groups rely on data
showing  which  voters
requested absentee ballots
but have not turned them in.
They then go door-to-door
and offer to collect and turn
in those ballots for the vot-
ers — often dozens or hun-
dreds at a time. Some place
ballot-collection boxes in
high-concentration  voter
areas, such as college cam-
puses, and take the ballots
to election offices when the
boxes are full.

In North Carolina, elec-
tion officials are investi-
gating whether Republican
political ~ operatives  har-
vested ballots in parts of
the 9th Congressional Dis-
trict with high numbers of
Democratic voters and then
did not turn them in to the
local elections office. Ballot
harvesting is illegal under
state law, which allows only
a family member or legal
guardian to drop off absen-
tee ballots for a voter.

The investigation is
focusing on areas in the dis-
trict where an unusually
high number of absentee
ballots were not returned.

Why Huawei
arrest deepens

conflict between
U.S. and China

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The dramatic arrest of a Chi-
nese  telecommunications
executive has driven home
why it will be so hard for
the Trump administration to
resolve its deepening con-
flict with China.

In the short run, the
arrest of Huawei’s chief
financial officer heightened
skepticism about the trade
truce that Presidents Don-
ald Trump and Xi Jinping
reached last weekend in
Buenos Aires, Argentina. On
Thursday, U.S. stock mar-
kets tumbled on fears that
the 90-day cease-fire won’t
last before regaining most of
their losses by the close of
trading.

But the case of an execu-
tive for a Chinese company
that’s been a subject of U.S.
national security concerns
carries echoes well beyond
tariffs or market access.
Washington and Beijing
are locked in a clash over
which of the world’s two
largest economies will com-
mand economic and politi-
cal dominance for decades
to come.

“It’s a much broader issue
than just a trade dispute,”
said Amanda DeBusk, chair
of the international trade
practice at Dechert LLP. “It
pulls in: Who is going to be
the world leader essentially.”

Huawei, the world’s big-
gest supplier of network
gear used by phone and
internet companies, has long
been seen as a front for spy-
ing by the Chinese military
or security services. A U.S.
National Security Agency
cybersecurity adviser, Rob
Joyce, last month accused
Beijing of violating a 2015
agreement with the U.S. to
halt electronic theft of intel-
lectual property.

2 deadly shootings
send a chill through
black gun owners

ODENTON, Md. (AP)
— Gun-rights advocates
like to say, “The only way to
stop a bad guy with a gun is
with a good guy with a gun.”
Some black gun owners,
though, are not so sure it’s a
wise idea for them to try to
be the good guy and pull out
a weapon in public.

Twice in the span of 11
days last month, a black man
who drew a gun in response
to a crime in the U.S. was
shot to death by a white
police officer after appar-
ently being mistaken for the
bad guy.

Some  African-Ameri-
cans, who are licensed to
carry weapons, say cases like
those make them hesitant to
step in to protect others.

“'m not an advocate
of open-carry if you’re
black,” said the Rev. Kenn
Blanchard, a Second
Amendment activist and
host of the YouTube pro-
gram “Black Man With a
Gun TV,” a gun advocacy
show. “We still have rac-
ism. ... We still scare peo-
ple. The psychology of fear,
it’s bigger than the Second
Amendment.”

EPA proposes
rolling back
another Obama-era
coal rule

WASHINGTON  (AP)
— The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency proposed
another rollback Thursday
aimed at easing controls on
emissions from coal-fired
power plants, this time for
new ones, even as warnings
mount from the agency’s
scientists and others about
the growing toll of climate
change.

The EPA’s acting admin-
istrator signed a pro-
posal that, if approved by
the Trump administration
after public review, would
loosen an Obama-era rule
that would have required
cutting-edge carbon cap-
ture techniques for new coal
plants. Andrew Wheeler said
the curbs on coal emissions
were “excessive burdens”
on the industry.

Environmentalists  and
scientists say this plan and
other proposed administra-
tion rollbacks on pollutants
from fossil fuels run counter
to desperately needed efforts
to slow climate change.

Funding for the homeland
agency should address bor-
der security and does not
necessarily include a wall,
Pelosi said.

Most Democrats consider
the wall “immoral, ineffec-
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House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi, of California,
meets with reporters at her weekly news conference
on Capitol Hill in Washington on Thursday.

tive, expensive,” Pelosi said,
noting that Trump promised
during the 2016 campaign
that Mexico would pay for
it, an idea Mexican leaders
have repeatedly rejected.
Even if Mexico did pay

for the wall, “it’s immoral
still,” Pelosi sald

Protecting borders “is a
responsibility we honor, but
we do so by honoring our
values as well,” she added.

Schumer said Thurs-
day that a bipartisan Senate
plan for $1.6 billion in bor-
der security funding does
not include money for the
30-foot-high concrete wall
Trump has envisioned. The
money “can only be used
for fencing” and technology
that experts say is appro-
priate and makes sense as
a security feature, Schumer
said.

“This is something Dem-
ocrats have always been for:
smart, effective, appropriate
border security,” he said on
the Senate floor.

If Republicans object to
the proposal because of pres-
sure from Trump, Schumer
said lawmakers should fol-
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low Pelosi’s advice and
approve six appropriations
bills and a separate measure
extending current funding
for Homeland Security.

Either option would avert
a partial government shut-
down, which lawmakers
from both parties oppose, he
said.

“The one and only way
we approach a shutdown is
if President Trump refuses
both of our proposals and
demands $5 billion or more
for a border wall,” Schumer
said. He called the wall “a
nonstarter” for Democrats,
who face increasing pres-
sure from outside groups
and liberal lawmakers to
resist Trump’s continued
push for the barrier, which
Trump says is needed to
stop an “invasion” of Cen-
tral American migrants and
others from crossing into the
country illegally.
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