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By SIMMI BUTTAR

AP Sports Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — 
The Los Angeles Rams are 
back in a familiar place: 
the top spot in the NFL.

The Rams reclaimed 
the No. 1 position in the 
latest AP Pro32 poll. They 
received all 12 first-place 
votes and 384 points in 
balloting Tuesday by 
media members who regu-
larly cover the NFL.

The Rams (11-1), the 
NFC West champions, 
have the league’s best 
record and are a strong 
contender to make a run at 
the Super Bowl.

The New Orleans Saints 
slipped to No. 2 after los-
ing in Dallas last week.

“Get revenge against 
Bucs?” asked Fox Sports’ 
John Czarnecki. The 
Saints head to Tampa this 
week to face the Bucca-
neers, the only other team 
to beat New Orleans this 
season.

The Kansas City Chiefs 
stayed at No. 3 after beat-
ing Oakland. The Chiefs, 
who at 10-2 have the 
AFC’s best record, will 
attempt to reach the Super 
Bowl without the NFL’s 
reigning rushing cham-
pion. The Chiefs released 
running back Kareem 
Hunt on Friday after 
TMZ posted a video of 
him shoving and kicking 
a woman in a Cleveland 
hotel in February.

Also staying in place 
were the New England 
Patriots at No. 4. The 
Patriots are closing in on 
their nearly annual AFC 
East title as they head to 
Miami to face the Dol-
phins on Sunday.

The league’s hottest 
team, the Houston Tex-
ans, moved up two spots to 
climb into the top five. The 
Texans beat Cleveland last 
week for their ninth win a 
row.

Another team play-
ing well, the Los Angeles 

Chargers, kept their spot at 
No. 6 after a second-half 
rally on the road to beat the 
Pittsburgh Steelers 33-30. 
The Chargers have won 
eight of nine and will have 
an easier matchup on Sun-
day as they host the reeling 
Cincinnati Bengals.

“The Chargers proved 
they are a different team 
than in years past with a 
come-from-behind win 
in Pittsburgh,” said Jenny 
Vrentas of The Monday 
Morning Quarterback. 
“Anthony Lynn is a Coach 
of the Year candidate.”

The Steelers stayed at 
No. 8 and will face Oak-
land on Sunday without 
running back James Con-
ner, who has a sprained 
left ankle.

The Chicago Bears 
slipped two spots to No. 7 
after losing in overtime to 
the New York Giants. The 
Bears will have a chal-
lenge on Sunday night 
when they host the Rams.

The Seattle Seahawks, 
who inched up a spot to 
No. 9, will close Week 14 
by hosting Minnesota on 
Monday night in a game 
that could go a long way 
toward determining the 
NFC wild-card race. The 
Vikings dropped two spots 
to fall out of the top 10 at 
No. 11 after losing at New 
England.

“Offense is out of 
whack and the defense 
isn’t as dominant as in 
recent seasons,” Alex Mar-
vez of Sirius XM said of 
the Vikings.

And the Cowboys 
moved up two spots to 
round out the top 10. The 
Cowboys will host the 
Eagles in a key NFC East 
game on Sunday.

“A speedy and hard-hit-
ting Dallas defense that 
hounded (quarterback) 
Drew Brees into submis-
sion readjusts its sights 
to Carson Wentz in a key 
NFC East matchup,” said 
Ira Kaufman of Fox 13 in 
Tampa, Florida.

LA Rams back on 
top of AP Pro32 poll

By PAUL NEWBERRY

AP Sports Writer

ATLANTA — Josef Mar-
tinez claimed the MVP award 
from Major League Soccer 
on Wednesday after shatter-
ing the record for goals in a 
season and leading Atlanta 
United to the championship 
game.

The 25-year-old Vene-
zuelan striker received his 
Landon Donovan trophy 
during a ceremony at the 
headquarters of United owner 
Arthur Blank.

Martinez already earned 
the Golden Boot for scoring 
31 goals in 34 games this sea-
son, breaking the mark of 27 
shared by Roy Lassiter, Chris 
Wondolowski and Bradley 
Wright-Phillips.

“I’m very happy because 
this is an award we all 
wanted,” Martinez said 
through a translator. “It is due 
to a lot of work by myself, my 
teammates, my coaching staff 
and my family. I just want to 
thank all those people.”

He credits his teammates 
for giving him plenty of scor-
ing chances, including fellow 
MVP finalist Miguel Almiron. 
The other finalists were Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic of the Los Ange-
les Galaxy, Wayne Rooney of 

D.C. United and Carlos Vela 
of Los Angeles FC.

“If it wasn’t for all those 
guys, all the passes they 
assisted me on this season, 
the spectacular year that all 
of them had, we wouldn’t be 
talking about this award or 
talking about Atlanta United 
playing in the final,” Marti-
nez said.

He has added three goals in 
the playoffs. Atlanta won the 
Eastern Conference title and 
will host the MLS Cup final 
on Saturday night against the 
Portland Timbers.

The MVP is eager to 

add one more trophy to his 
collection.

“We want to be champi-
ons,” Martinez said. “We’ve 
been working two seasons 
for this opportunity. We don’t 
want to let it slip away.”

After coming to Atlanta 
United from Torino in Ita-
ly’s Serie A, Martinez made 
an immediate impact with 
the MLS expansion team in 
2017. He scored 19 goals 
in 20 league games and 
might’ve broken the scor-
ing record if not for a quadri-
ceps injury that kept him out 
for two months. He was hurt 

while playing for the Venezu-
elan national team.

Atlanta coach Tata Mar-
tino came into this season 
with high expectations for the 
diminutive striker.

“When I rejoined the team 
in February, there was a meet-
ing between myself and Tata,” 
Martinez recalled. “Tata told 
me all I have to do is find 
space and I could score 30 
goals in a season. At the time, 
I didn’t believe him. Some-
times people say things, but 
you don’t expect it to come 
true. Thanks to everyone, I 
was able to do it.”

Martino will be coaching 
his final game with Atlanta in 
the MLS Cup. He is expected 
to take over as Mexico’s 
national coach.

“I just wish him the best 
wherever he goes,” Martinez 
said. “Maybe we’ll reconnect 
in the future.”

Martinez said he keeps 
his Golden Boot trophy on a 
table at his home, surrounded 
by game balls.

When asked what he plans 
to do with the MVP award, he 
couldn’t resist having some 
fun.

“I’m going to put it on top 
of my car,” he joked, “so when 
I leave my house, everybody 
can see it every day.”

Atlanta’s Martinez wins MVP 
award in Major League Soccer

Curtis Compton/Atlanta Journal-Constitution via AP, File

In this Nov. 25 file photo, Atlanta United forward Jo-
sef Martinez celebrates after scoring a goal against the 
New York Red Bulls during the first half in their Eastern 
Conference finals.

ST. PETERSBURG, 
Russia (AP) — Formula 
One’s 21-race calendar for 
2019 has been approved, 
with Melbourne as usual 
hosting the season-open-
ing Australian Grand Prix 
at Albert Park on March 17.

Governing body FIA said 
after a meeting of its World 
Motor Sport Council in St. 
Petersburg on Wednesday 
that 11 races would be held 
in Europe, five in Asia, four 
in the Americas and one in 
Australia.

The season will start one 
week earlier and finish one 
week later.

FIA said the cars would 

be heavier — with a weight 
limit increase from 740 
kilograms to 743 — and that 
fuel handling procedures 
during testing are to be the 
same as during racing.

There will also be more 
clarity on how grid posi-
tions are formed when driv-
ers are hit with multiple 
engine penalties. 

Typically, drivers who 
have made several unautho-
rized engine-part changes 
are hit with a penalty of 
20-25 places — which 
sends them to the back of 
the grid. 

But it can be confusing 
to understand who’s starting 

from where and from how 
far back if several of the 20 
drivers have the same pen-
alty imposed.

———
Schedule:
March 17: Australia, 

Melbourne
March 31: Bahrain, 

Sakhir
April 14: China, 

Shanghai
April 28: Azerbaijan, 

Baku
May 12: Spain, 

Barcelona
May 26: Monaco
June 9: Canada, Montreal
June 23: France, Le 

Castellet

June 30: Austria, 
Spielberg

July 14: Britain, 
Silverstone

July 28: Germany, 
Hockenheim

Aug. 4: Hungary, 
Budapest

Sept. 1: Belgium, Spa
Sept. 8: Italy, Monza
Sept. 22: Singapore
Sept. 29: Russia, Sochi
Oct. 13: Japan, Suzuka
Oct. 27: Mexico City
Nov. 3: United States, 

Austin
Nov. 17: Brazil, Sao 

Paulo
Dec. 1: Abu Dhabi, Yas 

Marina

Formula One’s 21-race calendar is approved for 2019
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CLASSIFIEDS ARE the place to 

but it, sell it or find it...
check us out for what you need!

504 Homes for Sale

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY 
NEW YEAR as we find the New 
Home for you. Call Turn Here 
Realty at 541-377-6855 and 
connect to ALL properties with 
ONE reliable Realtor. 

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

504 Homes for Sale

$219,000- The conveniences of 
condo living await! Highly desir-
able North Hill corner unit w/in-
credible views everywhere you 
look!  #18277028 Molly Webb 
541-969-4188.
Coldwell Banker Whitney & As-
sociates
541-276-0021  

504 Homes for Sale

$239,900- 3 bed, 3 bath, 2114sf 
(m/l) home. 2 car garage, brand 
new Trex decks, room for a gar-
den, and the pets. This home 
has great views.  Kevin 541-969-
8243 cell.  #18416859

Coldwell Banker Whitney & 
Associates

541-276-0021  

502 Real Estate

TURN HERE  to find your new 
home before Interest Rates 
hike. Call Kerry 541-377-6855 
for prompt courteous service 
and Turn into your New Home. 
(accessing all listings available 
in our area)

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave        

Thinking of selling or buying a 
home? I am happy to help with 
all your real estate needs and I 
am available evenings, week-
ends and holidays to accommo-
date your busy schedule. Also 

available on short notice. Call 
Carolyn Rovier

Ranch-N-Home Realty 
541-786-0822 

TURN HERE REALTY ---Look 
for the big blue arrow on SW 
Court and drop by to find all your 
Real Estate Needs. Access to 
all listings for your convenience. 
Free market analysis to list your 
home at the right price. Call Ker-
ry 541-377-6855

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave          

CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS!

504 Homes for Sale

Find the House on your list-
-Speak with Kerry to access 
all homes in the area  . TURN 
HERE at 305 SW Court or call 
541-377-6855 

TURN HERE REALTY & 
TRAVEL

305 SW Court Ave  

RMLS# 18428260 3 B/R 1 BATH 
home with bonus room and 
family room. Needs some TLC.  
REDUCED PRICE. $106,500.00 
Call Cathy for more info  (541) 
215-0103.

Garton & Associates
541-276-0931   

104 Special Notices

PLEASE CHECK YOUR 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY 

OF PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to make 
any necessary corrections, 
we can not be responsible 
for errors appearing for mul-
tiple days. Thank you! 

CLASSIFIED LINE AD 
DEADLINES

East Oregonian
3pm the day prior to 

publication

Hermiston Herald
10am Tuesday

1-800-962-2819

classifieds@eastoregonian.com 

184 Personals

Contact Dayle or Grace at
classifieds@eastoregonian.com

1-800-962-2819
to place your classified ad! 

360 Garage Sales

Clothing, furniture, and bins of 
knick-knacks. Clothing will be 5 
items for $1.00. Winter clothing 
will be free. Furniture priced as 
marked and bins of knick-knacks 
will be you name the price.
Sale will be inside if adverse 
weather.

500 Harper Road Hermiston 
Saturday  December 8 

8:30AM - 11:30AM  

CLASSIFIEDS

104 Special Notices

See local events at:

easternoregonevents.com

Eastern Oregon 
Events

GARAGE SALE?
Advertise it here

in the classifieds!


