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SCOREBOARD

Local slate
Thursday, December 6

Boys Basketball
Nixyaawii vs. Grant Union (at Umatilla), 

2 p.m.
Riverside vs. Kennewick JV (at Umatilla) 

3:30 p.m.
Stanfield vs. Helix (at Umatilla), 5:30 p.m.
Joseph at Umatilla, 7 p.m.
Pilot Rock at Irrigon, 7:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball
Nixyaawii vs. Riverside (at Umatilla), 2 

p.m.
John Day vs. Mac-Hi (at Umatilla), 3:30 

p.m.
Helix at Umatilla, 5:30 p.m.
Stanfield vs. Joseph (at Umatilla), 7 p.m.
Pilot Rock at Irrigon, 6 p.m.
Boys Wrestling
Hermiston at Chiawana, 7 p.m.

Friday, December 7
Boys Basketball
Elgin vs. Pilot Rock (at Enterprise), 2 p.m.
Ione vs. Prairie City (at Condon), 4:30 

p.m.
Blue Mountain at Multnomah, 5 p.m.
Helix, Nixyaawii, Stanfield, Riverside, 

Irrigon at Columbia River Clash (Umatilla)
Portland Christian at Heppner, 6 p.m.
Mac-Hi at South Albany, 7 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Kennedy, 7:30 p.m.
Echo at Wallowa, 7:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball
Elgin vs. Pilot Rock (at Enterprise), 12:30 

p.m.
Ione vs. Prairie City (at Condon), 3 p.m.
Crescent Valley vs. Pendleton (at Rid-

geview High), 4:45 p.m.
Huntington at Echo, 4:30 p.m.
Portland Christian at Heppner, 4:30 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Kennedy, 6 p.m.
Blue Mountain at S. Puget Sound, 6 p.m.
Helix, Nixyaawii, Stanfield, Riverside, 

Mac-Hi at Columbia River Clash (Umatilla)
Boys Wrestling
Post Falls (ID) at Hermiston, 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 8
Boys Basketball
Ione vs. Crane (at Condon), 12:30 p.m.
Stevenson (WA) at Irrigon, 1 p.m.
Pilot Rock vs. Pine Eagle (at Enterprise), 

1:30 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Kennedy Classic, 

3 p.m.
Mac-Hi at Lebanon, 3 p.m.
Blue Mountain at Mt. Hood, 4 p.m.
Imbler at Heppner, 5:30 p.m.
Nixyaawii, Umatilla, Stanfield, Riverside, 

Helix at Columbia River Clash (Umatilla)
Umatilla at Columbia River Clash (Uma-

tilla), 7 p.m.
Hermiston at Kennewick, 7:30 p.m.
Echo at Wallowa, 7:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball
Ione vs. Crane (at Condon), 11 a.m.
Pilot Rock vs. Pine Eagle (at Enterprise), 

noon
Pendleton vs. Thurston (at Ridgeview 

High), 1 p.m.
Irrigon at Stevenson (WA), 1 p.m.
Imbler at Heppner, 4 p.m.
Hermiston at Kennewick, 5:45 p.m.
Echo at Wallowa, 6 p.m.
Blue Mountain at Centralia, 7 p.m.
Weston-McEwen at Kennedy Tournament
Nixyaawii, Helix, Stanfield, Riverside, 

Mac-Hi at Columbia River Clash (Umatilla)
Boys Wrestling
Mac-Hi, Weston-McEwen at La Grande 

Invite, 8 a.m.
Girls Wrestling
Hermiston at Warden High Invite, 10 a.m.

Football

National Football League
AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East  W L T Pct PF PA
New England  8 3 0 .727 307 249
Miami  5 6 0 .455 223 283
Buffalo  4 7 0 .364 161 272
N.Y. Jets  3 8 0 .273 221 281
South  W L T Pct PF PA
Houston  8 3 0 .727 273 222
Indianapolis  6 5 0 .545 325 273
Tennessee  5 6 0 .455 195 223
Jacksonville  3 8 0 .273 197 243
North  W L T Pct PF PA
Pittsburgh  7 3 1 .682 316 249
Baltimore  6 5 0 .545 271 198
Cincinnati  5 6 0 .455 276 347
Cleveland  4 6 1 .409 253 283
West  W L T Pct PF PA
Kansas City  9 2 0 .818 404 294
L.A. Chargers  8 3 0 .727 307 219
Denver  5 6 0 .455 252 252
Oakland  2 9 0 .182 187 327
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East  W L T Pct PF PA
Dallas  6 5 0 .545 234 213
Washington  6 5 0 .545 220 229
Philadelphia  5 6 0 .455 230 253
N.Y. Giants  3 8 0 .273 237 288
South  W L T Pct PF PA
New Orleans  10 1 0 .909 409 256
Carolina  6 5 0 .545 287 282
Atlanta  4 7 0 .364 280 307
Tampa Bay  4 7 0 .364 294 338
North  W L T Pct PF PA
Chicago  8 3 0 .727 317 211
Minnesota  6 4 1 .591 265 246
Green Bay  4 6 1 .409 264 267
Detroit  4 7 0 .364 238 286
West  W L T Pct PF PA
L.A. Rams  10 1 0 .909 389 282
Seattle  6 5 0 .545 276 243
Arizona  2 9 0 .182 155 293
San Francisco  2 9 0 .182 239 293
———
Thursday’s Game
Jacksonville at Tennessee, 5:20 p.m.
Sunday’s Games
New Orleans at Tampa Bay, 10 a.m.
N.Y. Giants at Washington, 10 a.m.
Atlanta at Green Bay, 10 a.m.
Indianapolis at Houston, 10 a.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Carolina at Cleveland, 10 a.m.
New England at Miami, 10 a.m.
Baltimore at Kansas City, 10 a.m.
Cincinnati at L.A. Chargers, 1:05 p.m.
Denver at San Francisco, 1:05 p.m.
Detroit at Arizona, 1:25 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 1:25 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Oakland, 1:25 p.m.
L.A. Rams at Chicago, 5:20 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 10
Minnesota at Seattle, 5:15 p.m.

Basketball
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division
 W L Pct GB
Toronto 20 5 .800 —
Philadelphia 17 8 .680 3
Boston 13 10 .565 6
Brooklyn 8 17 .320 12
New York 8 17 .320 12
Southeast Division
 W L Pct GB
Orlando 12 13 .480 —
Charlotte 11 12 .478 —
Washington 10 14 .417 1½
Miami 9 14 .391 2
Atlanta 5 19 .208 6½
Central Division
 W L Pct GB
Milwaukee 15 7 .682 —
Detroit 13 8 .619 1½

Indiana 14 10 .583 2
Cleveland 5 19 .208 11
Chicago 5 20 .200 11½
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Memphis 13 9 .591 —
Dallas 12 10 .545 1
New Orleans 12 13 .480 2½
Houston 11 12 .478 2½
San Antonio 11 13 .458 3
Northwest Division
 W L Pct GB
Denver 17 7 .708 —
Oklahoma City 15 7 .682 1
Portland 13 11 .542 4
Minnesota 12 12 .500 5
Utah 12 13 .480 5½
Pacific Division
 W L Pct GB
L.A. Clippers 16 7 .696 —
Golden State 17 9 .654 ½
L.A. Lakers 14 9 .609 2
Sacramento 12 11 .522 4
Phoenix 4 20 .167 12½
———
Wednesday’s Games
Denver 124, Orlando 118 OT
Golden State 129, Cleveland 105
Oklahoma City 114, Brooklyn 112
Washington 131, Atlanta 117
Minnesota 121, Charlotte 104
New Orleans 132, Dallas 106
Milwaukee 115, Detroit 92
Memphis 96, L.A. Clippers 86
Toronto 113, Philadelphia 102
L.A. Lakers 121, San Antonio 113
Thursday’s Games
New York at Boston, 6 p.m.
Phoenix at Portland, 7 p.m.
Houston at Utah, 7:30 p.m.
Friday’s Games
Denver at Charlotte, 4 p.m.
Indiana at Orlando, 4 p.m.
Philadelphia at Detroit, 4 p.m.
Sacramento at Cleveland, 4:30 p.m.
Toronto at Brooklyn, 4:30 p.m.
Memphis at New Orleans, 5 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Chicago, 5 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at San Antonio, 5:30 p.m.
Miami at Phoenix, 6 p.m.
Golden State at Milwaukee, 6:30 p.m.
Saturday’s Games
Houston at Dallas, 3 p.m.
Sacramento at Indiana, 4 p.m.
Brooklyn at New York, 4:30 p.m.
Denver at Atlanta, 4:30 p.m.
Washington at Cleveland, 4:30 p.m.
Boston at Chicago, 5 p.m.
L.A. Lakers at Memphis, 5 p.m.
Minnesota at Portland, 7 p.m.
Miami at L.A. Clippers, 7:30 p.m.

NCAA Basketball
Top 10 - Men
No. 1 Gonzaga (9-0) beat Washington, 81-

79. Next: vs. No. 7 Tennessee, Sunday.
No. 2 Kansas (7-0) beat Wofford, 72-47. 

Next: vs. New Mexico State, Saturday.
No. 3 Duke (7-1) beat Stetson 113-49. 

Next: vs. Hartford, Wednesday.
No. 4 Virginia (7-0) beat No. 24 Maryland, 

76-71. Next: vs. Morgan, Monday.
No. 5 Michigan (9-0) beat Northwestern, 

62-60. Next: vs. South Carolina, Saturday.
No. 6 Nevada (8-0) beat USC, 73-61. Next: 

vs. No. 20 Arizona State, Friday.
No. 7 Tennessee (6-1) beat AMCC, 79-55. 

Next: vs. No. 1 Gonzaga, Sunday.
No. 8 Auburn (7-1) beat UNCA, 67-41. 

Next: vs. Dayton, Saturday.
No. 9 Kentucky (7-1) beat UNC, 78-61. 

Next: vs. Seton Hall, Saturday.
No. 10 Michigan State (7-2) beat No. 18 

Iowa, 90-68. Next: at Florida, Saturday.

By STEPHEN WHYNO

AP Hockey Writer

SEA ISLAND, Ga. — 
Seattle’s NHL expansion 
team has its roots in Dave 
Tippett’s computer.

That’s where the long-
time coach-turned-senior 
adviser keeps a running 
list of players around the 
league who might be avail-
able in an expansion draft 
that is still 2½ years off. It is 
just an exercise for now but 
will become a key building 
block when Seattle picks its 
first players in June 2021.

“Every year it’ll change a 
little bit,” Tippett said. “By 
the time it gets here, you’ll 
have a pretty good idea of 
where you think teams are 
going to fall.”

Long months are ahead 
before the as-yet-unnamed 
team plays its first game, 
but work is already under-
way and the effort can begin 
in earnest now that the NHL 
Board of Governors has 
officially awarded Seattle 
a franchise. Groundbreak-
ing on a total overhaul of 
KeyArena was Wednesday, 
and Seattle’s front office will 
spend the rest of this season 
plotting the course for an 
organization that has a tough 
act to follow after the Vegas 
Golden Knights reached the 
Stanley Cup Final in their 
inaugural season.

“Part of the DNA of 
this ownership group is 
we’re extremely competi-
tive,” said Tod Leiweke, a 

minority partner, president 
and CEO of Seattle Hockey 
Partners. “We’re here to 
win. And we want to win. So 
we’re going to look at these 
timelines and how it can be 
put to our advantage.”

That means Tippett will 
watch the rest of this sea-
son with an eye on the 
new team’s future and he 
will sketch out the begin-
nings of a hockey operations 
department. He will likely 
be senior vice president of 
hockey operations and have 
a big say in choosing the 
first general manager of the 
league’s 32nd team.

Tippett will likely hire 
some scouts this summer 
and move forward on the 
GM search.

“When you’re a year or 

two out, everything contin-
ues to evolve,” Tippett said. 
“You continue to monitor 
things. It’s an ever-changing 
world out there right now in 
the hockey world between 
coaches and GMs.”

Veteran Detroit Red 
Wings GM Ken Holland is 
considered a potential can-
didate, and Vegas assistant 
Kelly McCrimmon would 
know the recipe for a suc-
cessful expansion draft after 
helping George McPhee 
put the Golden Knights 
together. The same rules 
will be in place that allow 
teams to protect only seven 
forwards, three defensemen 
and a goaltender, or eight 
skaters at any position and a 
goaltender.

That means that for $650 

million, Seattle will have 
an opportunity to win right 
away.

“It gives you an excite-
ment that you can have a 
team that’s not your expan-
sion teams of the past with 
the NHL rules,” Tippett 
said. “You can have a com-
petitive team like Vegas. 
Nobody expected that from 
them. But it’s not as if 
you’re in a five-year rebuild 
or five-year starting point. 
You actually can get some 
good players because of the 
rules.”

Leiweke is friends with 
McPhee and Golden Knights 
president Kerry Bubolz and 
said his new team will build 
“brick by brick” like Vegas 
did.

First, there are real bricks. 
Majority owner David Bon-
derman said the immedi-
ate focus is on getting arena 
renovations and three-rink 
practice facility construction 
completed. Leiweke expects 
the 17,000-seat downtown 
arena to open in March or 
April 2021 and host the 
expansion draft.

Tippett has a hand in all 
those projects and is also 
working to settle Seattle’s 
American Hockey League 
affiliate.

And he and the owner-
ship group will, at some 
point, go on a hiring spree 
to try to replicate Vegas’ 
success.

“We have momentum, 
and this is a business of 
recruitment,” Leiweke said. 

Seattle moves into next phase 
after NHL expansion approval

and runs through Dec. 15 
in Las Vegas.

Brazile also is a fan 
favorite at the Pendleton 
Round-Up, where he has 
won the all-around title a 
record six times. He won 
his first title in 1999, and 
his latest in September.

Though the Round-Up 
ranks as one of his favor-
ites, it is a long way from 
home, and may not fit into 
his schedule anymore, 
which will include trips to 

Forth Worth, San Antonio, 
Houston and The Ameri-
can Rodeo (at AT&T Sta-
dium in Arlington, Texas).

“I don’t know yet,” he 
said. “I have a short list 
of the ones I love. I love 
that rodeo. I’d like to take 
people who have never 
been. But if I go, I will 
compete.”

Brazile also has com-
peted numerous times at 
the Farm-City Pro Rodeo 
in Hermiston, winning all-
around titles in 2005 and 
2009.

BRAZILE: Pendleton 
is one of his favorites
Continued from 1B

EO file photo

Araya Edmiston, 11, of Pendleton is all smiles as she 
meets Trevor Brazile of Decatur, Texas, through the 
Western Wishes program on Wednesday, Sept. 13, 
2017, in Pendleton.

short on the bench, but as 
long as we all do our part, 
we can make it far this year. 
This is a big year and we 
have to take advantage of it.”

Right now, the Vikings 
have Uriel Garcia at small 
forward, which suits him 
fine.

“I like to shoot the 3,” he 

said. “That’s my specialty. I 
can play post. They put me 
everywhere. I’m comfort-
able wherever they put me.”

Despite being 2-1 to start 
the season, the Vikings are 
ranked 27th at the 3A level. 
They play 1A to 3A teams, 
and Washington teams in the 
preseason, so that ranking 
likely isn’t going to change 
much until they begin 

league play on Jan. 8 against 
Irrigon.

“We are aren’t looking at 
that right now,” Uriel Garcia 
said. “Later on, we will be 
up there.”

In other first-round 
games, Nixyaawii will play 
Grant Union at 2 p.m., and 
Stanfield will play Helix at 
5:30 p.m. at Clara Brownell 
Middle School. Riverside 

will play the Kennewick 
JV at 3:30 p.m. at the high 
school.

In the girls bracket, Nixy-
aawii plays Riverside at 2 
p.m., and Helix and Umatilla 
play at 5:30 p.m. at the high 
school. At Clara Brownell, 
Grant Union and Mac-Hi 
play at 3:30 p.m., and Stan-
field takes on Joseph at 7 
p.m.

GARCIA: ‘I like to shoot the 3 ... That’s my specialty’
Continued from 1B

ported the infractions and 
acknowledged that they 
occurred, but disagreed 
with the level that the 
NCAA assigned to some 
of them, including the 
charges involving the head 
coaches. Oregon said it 
had already taken steps to 
address the issues.

“I regret that some 
members of my staff made 
errors of judgment, and 
I have taken actions to 
ensure that it doesn’t hap-
pen again,” Graves said in 
a statement when the uni-
versity received notice. “I 
am steadfastly committed 
to building a winning pro-
gram at the UO that oper-

ates in full compliance 
with NCAA bylaws and is 
committed to the highest 
levels of integrity.”

The director of basket-
ball operations, Josh Jam-
eison, was suspended by 
Altman for one month. He 
must also attend NCAA 
rules seminars for the next 
two years. 

The school said the fac-
ulty member changed the 
grade of the track athlete 
from failing to passing 
contingent on the athlete 
completing the work. The 
university removed the 
athlete from competition 
and reported the violation 
to the NCAA, which deter-
mined it was an impermis-
sible academic benefit. 

NCAA: UO has taken 
steps to address issues
Continued from 1B
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NHL commissioner Gary Bettman, center left, holds a jer-
sey after the NHL Board of Governors announced Seattle 
as the league’s 32nd franchise on Tuesday in Sea Island, 
Ga. Joining Bettman, from left to right, is Jerry Bruck-
heimer, David Bonderman, David Wright, Tod Leiweke and 
Washington Wild youth hockey player Jaina Goscinski. 

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) 
— Rui Hachimura’s short 
jumper with half a second 
left lifted top-ranked Gon-
zaga to an 81-79 win over 
in-state rival Washington on 

Wednesday night.
Hachimura had 26 points 

for Gonzaga (9-0), which has 
won 12 of its past 13 games 
against the Huskies.

Washington missed a half-

court shot as the final buzzer 
sounded.

Jaylen Nowell scored 26 
for Washington (6-3), which 
was in the preseason Top 25 
before losing at No. 8 Auburn.

Hachimura’s shot lifts No. 1 
Gonzaga over Washington 81-79

Purchase a 1-year subscription to 
the East Oregonian and receive this 
highly collectable book, “Pendleton 
Round-up at 100,” absolutely free!

Makes a great gi�  or a wonderful 

addition for your own coff ee table.  

CHOOSE:
1-year subscription  $173.67 

Home Delivery + 24/7 Online access

Call 1-800-522-0255 or stop by our offi  ce at 
211 SE Byers Ave in Pendleton or 333 East Main Street in Hermiston

Looking for the 

Perfect Holiday Gift? 


