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up into a little ball. He main-
tained his position that art is 
therapeutic and could help 
inmates with their behavior 
and their futures. He gradu-
ally won people over to his 
way of thinking.”

On a recent day, Charl-
ton grinned as eight students 
bent over pieces of paper, 
their eyes squeezed closed. 
Each wore a blue shirt bear-
ing the words “Inmate” 
in bright orange. He had 
instructed the men to shut 
their eyes and draw some-
thing related to their favorite 
sports team. One man drew 
something resembling a soc-
cer player shooting a goal. 
Other drawings included a 
drag racer popping a wheelie 
and the logo of the Univer-
sity of Southern California 
Trojans. Charlton asked the 
men to memorize the feel-
ing of intense concentra-
tion they felt while drawing 
blind. 

“That’s the same kind of 
concentration you should 
have when you draw with 
your eyes open,” he said. 

Charlton teaches four 
classes, one in the prison’s 
segregation unit. In the lat-
ter, the inmates are chained 
to their chairs. 

Participants spend time 
on art techniques, but also 
work on themselves. They 
drop their masks and chat 

about topics, such as stress 
and forgiveness. 

“I thought I was going to 
have to drag things out of 
these guys,” Charlton said, 
“but in this environment 
where you are surrounded 
by negativity and complain-
ing and condemning, these 
guys yearn for positive dia-

logue. They pour out their 
feelings.”

Charlton, who also taught 
art on the outside, believes 
he may be uniquely posi-
tioned to make a difference.

“It makes sense for a guy 
with a blue shirt and an SID 
(security identifier) number 
and an orange patch to help 

other guys with a blue shirt, 
SID number and orange 
patch. This place, EOCI, 
could envision that.”

Charlton himself started 
drawing as a young boy and 
painting as a pre-teen. In 
prison, art became his main 
focus.

“I am obsessed with art,” 

he said. “I get up in the mid-
dle of the night and sketch 
sometimes.”

The effusive Charlton 
brightens further when he 
talks about his most recent 
project, the first in the “I 
WANNABE” series of chil-
dren’s books. The idea ger-
minated back when his 

daughter, Sophie, was 8 and 
told her father she wanted to 
be a paleontologist. Charl-
ton created a children’s book 
on the profession of paleon-
tology for her. 

The first book in his 
new series, “I want to be a 
Marine Biologist” is avail-
able from Amazon. He has 
at least 15 other books in the 
works on careers ranging 
from archaeologist to jazz 
musician. 

After his release, Charl-
ton plans to continue his 
children’s book series. He 
has also completed 35 works 
for an art show featuring 
sketches of prison life. In 
addition, he hopes to con-
tinue teaching in a variety of 
settings, bringing Art Inside 
Out into other institutions 
via video conferencing. He 
envisions other types of stu-
dents, as well.

“I want to help the elderly, 
troubled youth, war veterans 
and executive teams from 
Nike,” he said, cracking a 
grin. “I’m going to blow this 
up as big as I can.”

Charlton will soon move 
to a minimum security facil-
ity to prepare for release in 
2019. He is training a cou-
ple of other inmate art-
ists to take his place in the 
classroom. 

———
Contact Kathy Aney at 

kaney@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-966-0810.
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Inmate Kirk Charlton holds up another inmate’s drawing exercise while teaching an art class recently at EOCI in Pendleton.

icy is to open when night-
time temperatures are 32 
or colder or if conditions 
threaten hypothermia. But 
getting volunteers to stay 
from 10 p.m. until 6 a.m. 
during weekdays is the big 
hurdle.

Tuesday night is out, 
he said earlier in the day, 
and “right now Wednes-
day doesn’t have any-
one, so I’m going to fill 
in Wednesday if I have 
to, even though I work 
Thursday.”

Johnson, who man-
ages the search and rescue 
program for the Umatilla 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
said one of the team’s vol-
unteers is pairing up with 
him, so maybe they can 
trade off some sleep. The 
shelter has a list of about 
60 volunteers, but as of 
Nov. 26, only 32 of those 
are active. 

“That’s not very many,” 
he said. 

Having the warming 
shelter provides a compas-
sionate place for the home-
less, Johnson said, and car-

ries practical benefits to the 
community. The homeless 
will seek out places to stay 
warm and sometimes end 
up in trouble with the law 
for trespassing or the like. 

“Really,” he said, “what 
they’re trying to do is sur-
vive out there basically.”

Neighbor 2 Neighbor 
Pendleton is looking to 
boost its volunteer num-
bers. Volunteers have to 
take a training session and 
pass a background check. 
For more information on 
volunteering for the Pend-
leton Warming Shelter, 

visit http://www.n2npend-
leton.org/.

Johnson described 
Neighbor 2 Neighbor’s 
volunteers as a coali-
tion of diverse individuals 
from diverse backgrounds 
who come together as a 
community. 

“We have everyone 
from evangelicals to athe-
ists,” Johnson said. “It’s 
kind of like the ‘it takes a 
village’ principle.”

And during cold winter 
nights, that village needs a 
minimum of two people to 
oversee the shelter.
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Raymond Penrod of Pendleton makes his bed while 
getting settled at the Neighbor 2 Neighbor warming 
station on Thursday, Dec. 12, 2016, in Pendleton.

announced her budget plan. 
“I don’t think it’s going to be 
easy, but I do think it’s work 
worth doing and attempting 
to do.”

House Speaker Tina 
Kotek, D-Portland, said she 
wants to raise “sustainable” 
revenue for the education 
plan through corporate or 
personal income taxes.

“If we’re going to have 
the resources we need, 
you have to look at the big 
things,” Kotek said.

Pushing tax increases 
through the Legislature 
could technically be eas-
ier for Democrats, who 
now have a supermajority 
of votes in the House and 
Senate.

Kotek said that’s no guar-
antee that tax changes would 
pass easily.

Critics already are push-
ing back on the idea that 
Oregonians need to be taxed 
more.

House Republican Leader 
Carl Wilson of Grants Pass 
called the governor’s bud-
get a “call to drastically 
increase taxes on everyday 
Oregonians.”

He noted the state already 
is forecast to take in an extra 
$1 billion in the next bien-
nium without changing tax 
rates. The governor’s move 
to take another $2 billion is 
a challenge, he said.

“It is a challenge to the 
wallets and pocketbooks of 
hardworking Oregonians,” 
Wilson said.

Jason Williams, the exec-
utive director of the Tax-
payer Association of Ore-
gon, also was critical.

“No amount of tax rev-
enues” could fix what he 
called a “leaky” budget.

While he said that the 
governor’s plan to hire more 
internal auditors could help 
identify government waste, 
that would only be effec-
tive if the state cut wasteful 
programs.

The state has made minor 
changes to income taxes in 
recent years.

In 2017, these included a 
new payroll tax to help pay 
for transportation projects, 
and changes to how cer-
tain corporations apportion 
income — simply put, how 
they figure out what they 
owe to Oregon when they 
pay their taxes.

Brown’s budget already 
includes $769 million in 
increased taxes, largely the 
result of a work group fig-
uring out how to cover the 
state’s $623 million bill 
the next biennium to cover 
Medicaid, the government 

health care program for the 
poor and other qualifying 
groups.

Health care is costing the 
state more money — not 
because the care itself is get-
ting more expensive, but 
because the federal govern-
ment is covering less of the 
bill than it used to.

A mix of tobacco and 
business taxes would cover 
the Medicaid cost, state offi-
cials said.

“The governor has bal-
anced the budget by, in 
essence, getting the health 
care community together 
to find an alternative way 
to pay for health care costs, 
instead of that cost shift-
ing to the general fund,” 
said George Naughton, the 
state’s chief financial officer.

Other minor tax increases 
included in the budget 
including a higher tax on 
hard liquor and higher tax 
rates for small business 
owners.
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“No amount of tax revenues” could fix what he 
called a “leaky” budget

— Jason Williams, executive director of the Taxpayer Association of Oregon
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Gov. Kate Brown presents her proposed budget on 
Nov. 28 at the Oregon Capitol in Salem. Let Our 
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