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Audit flags

problems

with city of Portland’s
environmental agency

PORTLAND (AP) — A
new audit finds problems
with how the city of Port-
land is managing environ-
mental restoration projects
and “green streets” designed
to control stormwater.

OPB reports that the
Bureau of Environmental
Services is spending mil-
lions on projects aimed
at improving water qual-
ity, restoring wildlife habi-
tat and preventing flooding,
but auditors with the city of
Portland found the bureau
often can’t prove those proj-
ects are meeting their goals.

This year, the bureau
invested $13 million in res-
toration projects and green
streets. Auditors say the
agency needs a better sys-
tem for measuring the bene-
fits of those investments.

“The Bureau cannot
report on overall progress
because there is no inven-
tory of restoration projects
on which to base report-
ing, none of the projects we
reviewed had quantifiable
goals, and there are no pro-
tocols for consistent mon-
itoring or data collection,”
the audit states.

Kaitlin Lovell, science

integration division man-
ager for the Bureau of
Environmental Services,
said the bureau has plenty
of evidence that its resto-
ration projects have been
successful.

“We know they have been
effective by having salmon
swimming in urban streams
and by having a swimmable
Willamette River,” she said.
“What they’re asking us to
do is to be more quantifiable
— to really demonstrate we
are getting a return on our
investment in a much more
tangible way, and we think
we can do that.”

Lovell said the bureau
agrees with the audit’s con-
clusions and plans to collect
more data at the beginning
of its restoration projects to
help measure the benefits
over time.

The city’s “green streets”
use plants alongside roads
to absorb stormwater and
prevent sewer backups and
overflows. But auditors
found the bureau doesn’t
have a way of determining
where they’re most needed
or how well they’re work-
ing. Plus, it’s failing to
inspect and maintain them.

High holidays

Visitors to the Astoria Column admire the view from the top of the landmark,
which is decorated for the holidays.

Idaho to pay
$260,000 in
legal fees in

dairy spying
lawsuit

By KEITH RIDLER
Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — An ani-
mal welfare group on Tues-
day applauded a court ruling
ordering the state of Idaho
to pay $260,000 to attorneys
for animal rights groups
after federal courts said the
state’s law banning spying at
farms, dairies and slaughter-
houses violated free speech
rights.

“We hope this award
sends a strong message that
Ag-Gag laws, which are
designed to insulate factory
farms from public scrutiny,
are not only bad policy but
illegal as well,” said John
Seber of Mercy for Animals
in a statement to The Associ-
ated Press.

U.S. District Court Chief
Judge B. Lynn Winmill
issued the order Friday as
part of a settlement between
Idaho Attorney General
Lawrence Wasden and the
Animal Legal Defense Fund
and others.

The attorney general’s
office declined comment.
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Thursday, December 20

Menu:

e Our Finest Christmas Goose, e Cranberry Sauce
Prime Rib, and Ham

e Fresh fruit, Cheese and

, ¢ Dinner Rolls
assorted cracker’s to start

e Pecan, Pumpkin,

* Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, and Apple Pie

Vegetables, & Green salad
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McKay Creek Estates

* Bourbon Candied Yams

RSVP by December 14 to (541) 276-1987.

5:00 DM

Please join us for our annual Holiday Dinner and celebration.

$10

Adults

$5

Children
12 & under

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.

showers tstorms rain  flurries  snow  ice coldfront ~ warmfront stationaryfront high low 1601 Southgate PI. e Pendleton, OR 97801 www.PrestigeCare.com
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