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Michael Cohen pleads gullty to lylng to Congress

By LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

NEW YORK — Michael
Cohen, President Don-
ald Trump’s former lawyer,
made a surprise appearance
before a federal judge in
New York on Thursday and
pleaded guilty to lying to
Congress to cover up that he
was negotiating a real estate
deal in Moscow on Trump’s
behalf during the heat of his
campaign for the Republi-
can presidential nomination.

Trump called Cohen a
“weak person” who is lying
to get a lighter sentence.

The charge was brought
by Special Counsel Robert
Mueller, who is investigat-
ing Russian interference in
the presidential election, and
was the result of his cooper-
ation with that probe.

Flanked by his lawyers,
Cohen admitted making
false statements about the
project in 2017 to Senate and
House intelligence commit-
tees, which at the time were
investigating possible con-
nections between the Trump
campaign and Russia.

His comments made
clear that his communica-
tions with Trump about the
project were much more fre-
quent than he had suggested.

Cohen, 52, wearing a
blue tie and dark suit, was

noticeably relaxed through-
out the appearance in a
packed Manhattan court-
room, unlike his irritable
and emotional demeanor
when he entered a guilty
plea during the summer.
Cohen told the judge he
lied about the timing of the
negotiations, his communi-
cations with people in the
company and in Russia about
the deal, and other details to
be loyal to Trump and con-
sistent with Trump’ “polit-
ical messaging.” Cohen
and prosecutors referred to
Trump as “Individual One”
throughout Thursday’s pro-
ceedings and said he lied “to
be loyal to Individual One.”
Among other lies, Cohen
said he told Congress that all
discussions about building
a Trump Tower in Moscow
had ended by January 2016,
when they had actually con-
tinued until June of that year.
He said he also lied
about his contacts with Rus-
sian officials and lied when
he said he never agreed to
travel to Russia in connec-
tion with the project and
never discussed with Trump
plans to travel to Moscow to
support the project.
Prosecutors said in a
court document that Cohen
had misled Congress to give
a false impression that the
Moscow project had ended
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Michael Cohen walks out of federal court on Thursday in New York. Cohen, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s former lawyer, pleaded guilty to lying to Congress about work
he did on an aborted project to build a Trump Tower in Russia.

before the lowa caucus and
first Republican presidential
primary in 2016.

As he left the White
House shortly after the
court proceeding concluded,
Trump called Cohen “a
weak person.”

“Michael Cohen is lying
and he’s trying to get a
reduced sentence,” Trump
said.

Nothing said in court, or
in associated court filings,

addressed whether Trump or
his aides had directed Cohen
to mislead Congress.

The charges were han-
dled by Mueller’s team,
not the federal prosecu-
tors in New York who han-
dled Cohen’s previous guilty
plea in August to other fed-
eral charges involving his
taxi businesses, bank fraud
and his campaign work for
Trump. Cohen is scheduled
to be sentenced Dec. 12.

Cohen declined to
comment as he left the
courtroom.

Cohen’s lawyer, Guy

Petrillo, noted that a letter
from federal prosecutors
showed that Cohen’s coop-
eration with Mueller will
be described to Cohen’s
sentencing judge. How-
ever, the letter makes clear
that Cohen is not receiving
the kind of “5K1.1” letter
written on behalf of formal

government cooperators.

Reacting to the plea,
House Speaker Paul Ryan
said Cohen “should be pros-
ecuted to the extent of the
law. That’s why we put peo-
ple under oath.”

Cohen gave a statement
to congressional committees
last year saying the presi-
dent’s company pursued a
project in Moscow during
the Republican primary but
that the plan was abandoned
“for a variety of business
reasons.”

Cohen also said he sent
an email to the spokesman
for Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin as part of the
potential deal.

In his statement, he said
that he worked on the real
estate proposal with Felix
Sater, a Russia-born associ-
ate who he said claimed to
have deep connections in
Moscow.

The discussions about
the  potential  develop-
ment began after Trump
had declared his candi-
dacy. Cohen had said the
talks ended when he deter-
mined that the project was
not feasible.

Cohen had also disclosed
that Trump was personally
aware of the deal, signing a
letter of intent and discuss-
ing it with Cohen on two
other occasions.

FBI: Man confessed to 90 killings 1 effort to move prisons

By DAVID WARREN
Associated Press

DALLAS — A 78-year-
old inmate who says he
killed roughly 90 people as
he moved around the coun-
try for nearly four decades
offered his confessions as a
bargaining chip to be moved
from a California prison,
authorities say.

The FBI said in a state-
ment Tuesday that Sam-
uel Little offered the deal in
exchange for being moved
from California State Prison
in Los Angeles County, but it
didn’t say why he requested
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the transfer, where
he asked to go or
whether his offer
was accepted. It
did say that Little,
in poor health and
reliant on a wheel-
chair, will likely
stay in jail until
his death in Texas,
where he was
brought in September to face
charges in the 1994 killing
of a woman in Odessa.
Little was convicted in
2014 of killing three women
in separate attacks in Los
Angeles County in the 1980s.
A Texas Ranger, James Hol-
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land, traveled to
Cahforma earlier
this year to inter-
view Little about
the 1994 Odessa
killing. That inter-
view resulted in
a series of con-
fessions and near
daily discussions
“to create the most
accurate accounting possible
of Little’s crimes,” accord-
ing to the FBI statement.
“Little remembers his
victims and the killings in
great detail,” the FBI said.
“He remembers where he
was, and what car he was
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driving. He draws pictures
of many of the women he
killed. He is less reliable,
however, when it comes to
remembering dates.”

Little, who also went by
the name Samuel McDowell,
targeted vulnerable women
who were often involved in
prostitution and addicted to
drugs, authorities say. Once
a competitive boxer, he usu-
ally stunned or knocked out
his victims with powerful
punches before he strangled
them while masturbating.

“With no stab marks or
bullet wounds, many of these
deaths were not classified as

homicides but attributed to
drug overdoses, accidents,
or natural causes,” the FBI
said.

Based on information Lit-
tle has provided, authorities
in several states have already
confirmed his ties to 34 kill-
ings that happened between
1970 and 2005, not including
the three he was convicted
of in California. Investiga-
tors in Mississippi and South
Carolina recently announced
that they had closed cold
cases based on Little’s infor-
mation. And police in Mary-
land and other states are
looking into whether it can

help them solve their own
unsolved killings, includ-
ing the 1973 strangulation in
Omabha, Nebraska, of Agatha
White Buffalo, whose body
was found upside-down in a
55-gallon drum.

“He went through -city
and state and gave Ranger
Holland the number of peo-
ple he killed in each place,”
said Christina Palazzolo, an
FBI crime analyst who col-
laborated with  Holland.
“Jackson, Mississippi
one; Cincinnati, Ohio —
one; Phoenix, Arizona —
three; Las Vegas, Nevada
—one.”
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Call 1-800-522-0255 or stop by our office at
211 SE Byers Ave in Pendleton or 333 East Main Street in Hermiston
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