Page 8A East Oregonian

OFF PAGE ONE

Thursday, November 29, 2018

It’s happening at the Hermiston Farm Fair
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A piece of farm equipment on display at the Hermiston Farm Fair makes for an artistic silhouette in the Eastern
Oregon Trade & Event Center parking lot. Top right: Participants wander through exhibits on Wednesday during
the Hermiston Farm Fair at EOTEC. Bottom right: John Lloyd, of Northwest Farm Supply, tries to throw paper
airplanes through a ring with ranchers Norris and Kathleen Farabee on Wednesday during the Hermiston Farm

Fair at the EOTEC.

HAMM: Began to visit growers and look for issues with potatoes

Continued from 1A

my friends.”

Hamm retired from
research about seven years
ago, but since then has
been at the experiment
station part-time as an
administrator.

Hamm said the posi-
tion at the experiment sta-
tion was brand new when
he arrived in 1980 — he
applied for it after several
years as a research assistant
in forest pathology at OSU.
During that time he’d also
gotten a graduate degree in
plant pathology.

When he applied for
the position in Hermiston,
Hamm said that role hadn’t
existed at the station before,
but some local growers had
gone to the state legisla-
ture and got the position
secured.

Though most of his
research has focused on
potatoes, Hamm said the
diversity of crops in the
Columbia Basin has lent
variety to his research, as
well.

“We worked on lots of
diseases with other crops

— lima beans, onions, car-
rots, corn,” he said.

His colleagues noted his
knack for developing rela-
tionships with both growers
and other researchers.

“Extension means com-
munication,” said Silvia
Rondon, an OSU profes-
sor and extension entomol-
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Phil Hamm, director of the Hermiston Agricultural Re-
search & Extension Center, speaks about potatoes on
Wednesday at the Hermiston Farm Fair. Hamm will re-
tire this summer.

ogist. “I’ve seen very few
people within the exten-
sion service who can con-
vey information like him.”

Ken Frost, an assistant
professor of plant pathol-
ogy, said Hamm’s support
for researchers has been a
help to all staff.

“He’s worked really hard

to promote OSU extension,
and also help out growers,”
he said. “He’s done a lot to
foster the relationships with
growers in the region.”

Hamm said those rela-
tionships took time and
effort.

“When I first came here,
I was the new guy — peo-
ple didn’t know about me,
I didn’t know about them.”

So he began going to
visit growers and look for
issues with potatoes, as
well as other crops. He
began recognizing issues
that some of the growers
didn’t recognize they had.

“They just lived with
them,” he said.

Once he started visiting
farms and developing those
relationships — plus show-
ing what the research sta-
tion could offer — he said
the calls came in quickly.

Over the years, he and
his team have worked with
growers around the region,
researching diseases in
potatoes and other crops in
the area.

He added that his role is
not to “think out loud.”

“My role is not to give

out ideas. My role is to give
out research-based infor-
mation,” he said.

There were solutions
that have remained elu-
sive — dealing with ergot,
a fungal disease in grass
seed, is a problem Hamm
said is still largely unsolved
— but he said he felt good
about the progress he and
his team made on several
problems with potatoes and
other crops.

“We’ve provided new
information to growers
about how they could use
(our research) to reduce and
completely manage dis-
eases,” he said.

Though he’s been a sta-
ple at the experiment sta-
tion for nearly 30 years,
many community members
might recognize Hamm
from other areas.

He’s a board mem-
ber for several commu-
nity organizations, like the
Blue Mountain Commu-
nity College Foundation
and the Umatilla Electric
Cooperative.

“I’ve still got lots of
things to keep me busy,” he
said.

ve shill got lots of things to keep me busy”

— Phil Hamm, Director of the Hermiston Agricultural Research & Extension Center

and other crops

He plans to stay in
Hermiston, where he will
continue to serve with local
groups, as well as hunt and
fish in his free time.

“Maybe more impor-
tantly than anything, I have
grandkids that live right
next to me,” he said. “If
they’re not moving, I’'m not
moving.”

Hamm said that while
he won’t be working in the
industry, he looks forward
to continued growth and
change in local agriculture.

“We have over 204 dif-
ferent crop types in the
Columbia Basin,” he said.
“That’s going to continue
to change as growers look
for things that provide
them a greater return on
investment.”

He said he expects to
see major changes as hemp
becomes more widely
grown.

“It’s still a federally reg-
ulated material, but that’s
going to change,” he said.
“We’ll always be a potato
area, but hemp might turn
out to be a huge new oppor-
tunity with huge potential
returns.”
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The eastbound lanes of the Interstate 82 bridge at
Umatilla won’t open in 2018 as expected.

BRIDGE: Drivers should allot extra time to cross bridge
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in 1988 to carry two lanes
of traffic into Washington
while the 1955 bridge car-
ried two lanes of traffic into
Oregon.

Since the summer of
2017 the westbound bridge
has carried one lane of traf-

fic each direction while
construction crews rebuild
the eastbound bridge deck,
which had been riddled with
holes and patches over time.

Oregon and Washing-
ton split the cost of mainte-
nance for bridges that span
the Columbia River between
the two states. In this case,

Washington is managing the
project, originally budgeted
at $10 million.

Ramirez said WSDOT
wanted to remind drivers to
be cautious and allow them-
selves extra time to cross the
bridge, as the department
has seen traffic delays during
peak travel times, such as

Thanksgiving weekend.
“We especially see the
bridge back up when there is
a collision, as crews have to
block both lanes to clear the
collision,” she said.

Contact Jade McDowell
at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.

Oregon and Washington split the cost of maintenance

BUDGET: The old saying
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swap that clears the way for
BMCC to lease 9 acres of
land from the Round-Up
west of the rodeo grounds.
Although the governor
has recommended funding
the training center in her
budget, it still needs to be
included in the final bud-
get that’s approved by the
Oregon Legislature before
the college can access the
money. Brown earmarked
$67.7 million for commu-
nity college projects around

the state, with BMCC
slated to receive the largest
amount.

“It’s not ours until sine
die,” Green said, referring to
the end of the 2019 Legisla-
tive session.

A longtime community
college administrator, Green
said the training center’s
prospects of staying in the
final budget are dependent
on the economy. A contract-
ing economy could mean
some large-scale projects
are left on the cutting room
floor while a growing econ-
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omy could spur more gen-
erous allocations from the
Legislature.

Although the project now
has the governor’s explicit
endorsement, Green said the
responsibility of bringing
the training center across the
finish line belongs to BMCC
and its community partners.

The training  center
should have at least a few
sympathetic ears in Salem
when the session starts on
Jan. 22. Turner said he’s
confident Pendleton’s legis-
lative delegation will advo-

cate for the project. State
Sen. Bill Hansell, R-Athena,
is supportive of the training
center and congratulated the
college and community for
making the governor’s bud-
get. But he’s also aware that
the project still has some
hurdles to overcome.

The old saying is “The
governor proposes and the
Legislature disposes,” he
said.

Regardless of the out-
comes once the Legislature
adjourns on June 30, Green
said BMCC will begin pre-

AOC: Accounting firm Moss Adams conducted audit
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by AOC without prior Board
authorization.”

Mckenzie Farrell, com-
munications director for the
AOC, said the accounting
firm Moss Adams conducted
the audit and determined
the size of the financial gap.
She explained the AOC cal-
culated the amount of each
assessment using the dues

formula, a base fee, as well
as fees based on population
and assessed property value.
Counties can pay in a lump
sum, which is what Uma-
tilla County commissioners
opted for, or over time.

“To date,” she said,
“none of Oregon’s 36 coun-
ties have informed AOC that
they do not intend to pay
the assessment. Any county
assessments that are not paid

will remain the responsibil-
ity of AOC.”

Farrell also explained the
association’s board took “a
series of steps and actions
following discovery of a dis-
crepancy in the anticipated
AOC County Road Program
account.”

The steps include hir-
ing a financial consulting
firm to review all accounts,
completing a fiscal software

conversion, conducting a
systemic review of the asso-
ciation’s financial system
and reviewing all fiscal con-
trols. The board in August
approved all recommenda-
tions Moss Adams outlined
in its report.

Murdock  said Uma-
tilla County is confident the
association made sure this
kind of oversight would not
happen again.

paring plans for the train-
ing center in the near future.
Green said she’d like to
convene working groups
within the next 30-60 days
to create more detailed plans
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“The governor proposes and the Legislature disposes’

during the Legislative ses-
sion, allowing the college to
quickly begin architectural
designs should the train-
ing center be included in the
final budget.
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