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Associated Press

WILDER, Idaho — 
Ivanka Trump and Apple 
CEO Tim Cook visited a 
heavily Hispanic Idaho 
school district on Tuesday 
to trumpet her workforce 
development initiative pro-
moting science, technology, 
engineering and math.

Apple in 2016 donated 
iPads to all students and 
teachers in the low-income 
school district in the small 
city of Wilder as part of a 
program to help students 
lacking access to tech-
nology. School officials 
said that the visit show-
cased how the district has 
combined learning and 
technology.

A small group of Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s sup-
porters and opponents 
demonstrated outside the 
elementary school where 
the visit occurred, while 
several students from the 
high school next door 
walked out of class in 
protest.

The students primarily 
said they don’t like the way 
the district is using the new 
technology, but other pro-
testers also decried Trump’s 
immigration policies, his 
daughter’s use of a private 
email account for govern-
ment business and limited 
school funding.

Many demonstrated 
against Trump’s deploy-
ment of thousands of troops 
to the Mexican border 
after he said a caravan of 
migrants is a threat to U.S. 
national security.

“When babies at the bor-
der are under attack, what 
do we do?” protester Este-
fania Mondragon asked a 
crowd of about 30 people. 
They responded:  “Stand up, 
fight back!”

About a dozen of the pres-
ident’s supporters shouted 
“We love Trump!”

Crystal Solas brought 
her 10-year-old daughter, 
Jennavee Crabtree, to pro-
test the visit. She said she 
was motivated by revela-
tions that Ivanka Trump 
sent hundreds of govern-
ment business emails from 
a personal email account 
last year.

“What was good enough 
for Hillary Clinton should 
be good enough for Trump’s 
daughter,” she said, holding 
a sign reading, “Lock Her 
Up.” Her daughter held a 
sign saying, “Make Amer-
ica great again and tell your 
daddy to step down.”

The students said the 
iPads offer self-guided les-
sons that give them no 

interaction with teach-
ers except to unlock quiz-
zes and advance to the next 
learning sections. “We’re 
really known because we 
have the iPads, but we’re 
ranked one of the lowest 
academically in what we 
learn,” said 16-year-old 
Adriana Rodriguez.

Wilder Superintendent 
Jeff Dillon said the stu-
dents are able to request 
additional help or differ-
ent learning programs from 
teachers if they are strug-
gling with the iPad-based 
curriculum.

The district is one of 
southwestern Idaho’s poor-
est, and was one of 114 
low-income schools in 29 
states that Apple helped 
with iPad donations. Vir-
tually all of the city’s ele-

mentary students meet 
low income guidelines to 
receive free or reduced cost 
lunches and a majority of 
the district’s students are 
Hispanic.

Wilder has a population 
of less than 2,000 and has 
been largely Hispanic for 
decades, with many resi-
dents working seasonal jobs 
harvesting onions and other 
crops, and others who have 
full-time jobs at a meat pro-
cessing plant.

Dillon said the visit went 
well, and both Trump and 
Cook were prepared with 
questions and insight into 
the district’s efforts. Trump 
said she’s visited 20 states 
across the country as part 
of her efforts in workforce 
development and STEM 
initiatives.

Ivanka Trump, Apple CEO 
Tim Cook visit Idaho school

By MIKE CORDER

Associated Press

AMSTERDAM — A 
scale model of a flying 
drone-car drove and hovered 
across an Amsterdam exhibi-
tion hall Tuesday, providing 
a glimpse of what could be 
the future of urban mobility.

The “Pop.Up Next” pro-
totype drone, being devel-
oped by aviation giant Air-
bus, automaker Audi and 
the Italdesign design house 
is made up of three separate 
modules — a chassis with 
wheels, a two-seat capsule 
for passengers and a four-ro-
tor drone. The concept has 
been shown before, but a 
one-quarter-size scale model 
made its maiden public flight 
at the Amsterdam Drone 
Week convention.

First, the drone flew 
across the hall and landed on 
a black parking spot. Then a 
small car drove itself under-
neath the drone and its pas-
senger capsule was lifted up 
to latch onto the underside 
of the drone. Once the two 
were docked, the drone lifted 
off again and flew back to 
its starting point, where the 
capsule was lowered onto 
another set of wheels to con-
tinue its journey.

The model’s test flight 
went off without a hitch, but 
don’t plan on hailing such an 
airborne ride any time soon. 
There are several steps to 
be taken before the Pop.Up 
Next, or a future iteration of 
the drone, is ready for com-
mercial use.

“For this we need to tick 
a list of boxes — the vehicle 
is one, safety is the overarch-
ing one, infrastructure is one, 
acceptability is another one,” 
said Airbus executive Jean 
Brice Dumont. “I think it 
will take more than a decade 
until a real significant, mas-
sive deployment of an air 
taxi system” is ready.

One serious competitor 
plans to be ready even earlier.

Uber unveiled an artist’s 
impression a year ago of a 
sleek machine it hopes to 
start using for demonstration 
flights in 2020 and to have in 
service in 2023. Uber’s bat-
tery-powered aircraft looks 
like a cross between a small 
plane and a helicopter, with 
fixed wings and rotors.

Meanwhile, a Dutch 
company has developed its 
own flying vehicle called 
the PAL-V Liberty that is a 
three-wheeled, two-seat car 
and gyroplane rolled into 
one.

Hailing the future taxi: 
Drone-car mashup 
model takes flight

Katherine Jones/Idaho Statesman via AP

Hunter Lansdell, 12, right, greets Ivanka Trump, advisor to the president, and Ap-
ple CEO Tim Cook as they visited Wilder Elementary School on Tuesday to exam-
ine the district’s use of technology. Hunter and other students explained in detail 
the school’s code of learning.

 AP Photo/Peter Dejong

A working scale model of “Pop.Up Next,” a prototype 
designed by Audi, Airbus and Italdesign, drives away 
from the air module, rear, after landing during a pre-
sentation at the Amsterdam Drone Week in Amster-
dam, Netherlands on Tuesday. 
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